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Welcome!
Whether you are searching for a new church home
or just visiting, we are glad you’re with us today. If
you have a prayer request, are looking for more
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like
to join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr
Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card
and drop it in the offering basket as your offering
today. We want to get to know you! God bless you!

This Week
Saturday, May 23
10:00 am Divine Liturgy (O-Z)
Sunday, May 24
10:00 am Divine Liturgy (A-N)
Tuesday, May 26
9:00 am Matins (Morning Service)
9:30 am-12:00 pm Office Hours/Church Open
Wednesday, May 27
7:00 Festal Vigil
Thursday, May 28 Ascension of the Lord
9:30 am Festal Divine Liturgy
10:30 am-12:00 pm Office Hours/Church Open
Saturday, May 30
10:00 am Divine Liturgy (A-N)
5:00 pm Vespers with Cathedral Vigil
Sunday, May 31
10:00 am Divine Liturgy (O-Z)
To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved
for Orthodox Christians who prepare
themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox
visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate
the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed
bread) at the conclusion of the service.

Temporary Practices
 Welcome! Since we continue under certain
pandemic health restrictions, we ask that you
observe the following temporary practices:
 Please maintain social distance (6 ft) from
each other. Same household members do not
need to observe this from one another.
 You may show honor to persons depicted in
icons by bowing before the icon, or you may
choose to venerate (kiss) the icon. If you do
venerate, please use a disinfectant wipe in
the area you venerated, and then a paper
towel to wipe off the residue.
 Please approach one row at a time for
Communion. The Eucharist will be
distributed by an individual (single use)
spoon for each person. Please receive the
precious body and blood directly from the
spoon – please do not open your mouth wide
or tilt your head back.
 Antidoron will be provided in individual
cups.
 Before you leave, if you would be so kind as
to clean up your area. Use a sanitizing wipe
and wipe the areas where you sat and
touched and do not leave any papers.
 At the end of the Divine Liturgy, we will
come forward to receive a blessing by
bowing our heads before the holy cross and
Fr Thomas will bless us.
 Unfortunately, during this “Yellow” status, we
will not be permitted to have coffee hour, inperson meetings or classes, or dinners. We
appreciate your understanding and patience.

Prayers
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized: (none)
Home: Geroge Shaytar, Paul Yewisiak,. Shut in,
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Garnette
Kerchum, Eleanor Kovacs, Olga Tryszyn, Mary
Zapp.
Vigil Lights from Sandi Tirpak, memory eternal
for Amelia, Marie, Ann, Mary, Michelle, Helen,
Frances, John, Chester; for the health of Eleanor,
Amelia, Claudia, Lisa; for the health of Nicholas,
Andrea, Amelia and their families; for special
intentions. From Mat. Nancy Mell and Gregory
Mell, for departed servant of God Dn Joseph Mell,
Philip Karavlan, Ella Karavlan, Mary Tucker,
Michelle Bittner; for the health of family. From
the John Mahalchak family, for the departed
servants of God John, Veronica, Dmitri, Anna, Mary
Alice, John; for the health of John, Cheryl, Johnny.
From Dawna Beckett, for living and deceased
family members. From the Soroka family, for
departed servant of God Barabara, for the health of
John, for Jackie on her 21st birthday. From Charles
Wasilko, for the departed servant of God Aunt Ann
Panik and Grandfather Andrew Wasilko. From
Marsha Wasilko, for the departed servant of God
Aunt Ann Panik, Grandfather Andrew Wasilko; for
the health of the Wasilko family. From Sandi
Tirpak: for the departed servant of God Amelia;
for the health of Amelia, Richard, Michael, John;
for special intentions.

Thank You
 to our May donors, Matushka Nancy Mell and
Gregory Mell, for donating all the categories
(Bulletin $60, Holy Bread $50, Communion Wine
$40, Altar Candles $25, Incense $10) in loving
memory of Deacon Joseph Mell (husband, father)
and departed members of the Karavlan family, and
for the health of Matushka Nancy Mell.

On Faith
When going to the Holy Mysteries, go with
simplicity of heart, in full faith that you will
receive the Lord within yourself, and with the
proper reverence towards this. What your state
of mind should be after this, leave it to the Lord
Himself. Many desire ahead of time to receive
this or that from Holy Communion, and then,
not seeing what they wanted, they are troubled,
and even their faith in the power of the Mystery
is shaken. The fault lies not with the Mystery,
but with superficial assumptions. Do not
promise yourself anything. Leave everything to
the Lord, asking a single mercy from Him — to
strengthen you in every kind of good so that you
will be acceptable to Him. The fruit of
Communion most often has a taste of sweet
peace in the heart; sometimes it brings
enlightenment to thought and inspiration to
one’s devotion to the Lord; sometimes almost
nothing is apparent, but afterward in one’s
affairs there is a noted a great strength and
steadfastness in the diligence one has promised
(St. Theophan the Recluse)
“Life according to the Gospel, holy life, Divine
life, that is the natural and normal life for
Christians. For Christians, according to their
vocation, are holy: That good tidings and
commandment resounds throughout the whole
Gospel of the New Testament1. To become
completely holy, both in soul and in body, that is
our vocation. This is not a miracle, but rather
the norm, the rule of faith. The commandment
of the Holy Gospel is clear and most clear: as the
Holy One who has called you is Holy, so be ye
holy in all manner of life (1 Peter 1:15).” (St.
Justin Popovich)

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us .

Hymns and Readings for Saturday, May 23
At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy
Priest: Christ is risen from the dead… (2x) then
the third time: Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death…
People: …and upon those in the tombs
bestowing life.
Tone 4 Troparion
(Resurrection)
When the women disciples of the Lord learned
from the angel
the joyous message of thy Resurrection,
they cast away the ancestral curse
and elatedly told the apostles:
“Death is overthrown!
Christ God is risen,//
granting the world great mercy!”
Tone 4 Troparion of St Nicholas
You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,
an image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence.
Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to
you!
Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!
O holy Bishop Nicholas,
pray to Christ our God to save our souls.
Tone 8 Kontakion (Pentecostarion)
The Samaritan Woman came to the well in faith;
she saw Thee, the Water of wisdom and drank
abundantly.//
She inherited the Kingdom on high, and is ever
glorified!
Tone 3 Prokeimenon
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing
praises to our King, sing praises! (Ps 46/47:6)
Epistle of the Saturday (Acts 15:35-41)

Paul and Barnabas also remained in Antioch,
teaching and preaching the word of the Lord,
with many others also.
Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas,
“Let us now go back and visit our brethren in
every city where we have preached the word of
the Lord, and see how they are doing.” Now
Barnabas was determined to take with
them John called Mark. But Paul insisted that
they should not take with them the one who had
departed from them in Pamphylia, and had not
gone with them to the work. Then the
contention became so sharp that they parted
from one another. And so Barnabas took Mark
and sailed to Cyprus; but Paul chose Silas and
departed, being commended by the brethren to
the grace of God. And he went through Syria and
Cilicia, strengthening the churches.
Gospel of the Saturday (Jn 10:27-38)
My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and
they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish; neither shall anyone
snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who
has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no
one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s
hand. I and My Father are one.”
Then the Jews took up stones again to stone
Him. Jesus answered them, “Many good works I
have shown you from My Father. For which of
those works do you stone Me?”
The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good
work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy,
and because You, being a Man, make Yourself
God.”
Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your
law, ‘I said, “You are gods” ’? If He called them
gods, to whom the word of God came (and the

Scripture cannot be broken), do you say of
Him whom the Father sanctified and sent into
the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said,
‘I am the Son of God’? If I do not do the works of
My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do, though
you do not believe Me, believe the works, that
you may know and believe that the Father is in
Me, and I in Him.”
Hymn to the Theotokos
The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace:
“Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: Rejoice,
thy Son is risen from His three days in the tomb!
With Himself He has raised all the dead.”
Rejoice, O ye people!
Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem!
The glory of the Lord has shone on thee.
Exult now, and be glad, O Zion!
Be radiant, O pure Theotokos,
in the Resurrection of thy Son!
Communion Hymn (Ps 148:1)
Receive the Body of Christ; taste the fountain of
immortality!
Instead of “We have Seen the True Light”
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down
death by death, and upon those in the tombs
bestowing life!
Then: Let our mouths be filled…
At the Dismissal
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down
death by death, and upon those in the tombs
bestowing life! (3x)
and at the end…
And unto us He has given eternal life. Let us
worship His Resurrection on the third day!

Symeon Stylites the Younger
(b 521 AD) When he was eleven, Simeon decided to
pursue asceticism upon a higher pillar, the top of
which was forty feet from the ground. The bishops

of Antioch and Seleukia came to the place of the
monk’s endeavors, and ordained him as a deacon.
Then they permitted him to ascend the new pillar,
on which Saint Simeon labored for eight years.
Saint Simeon prayed ardently for the Holy Spirit to
descend upon him, and the holy prayer of the
ascetic was heard. The Holy Spirit came upon him
in the form of a blazing light, filling the ascetic
with divine wisdom. Along with oral instructions,
Saint Simeon wrote letters about repentance,
monasticism, about the Incarnation of Christ, and
about the future Judgment.
Saint Simeon concluded his efforts on the second
column, and by God’s dispensation, settled upon
the Wonderful Mountain, having become an
experienced Elder to the monks in his monastery.
The ascent to Wonderful Mountain was marked by
a vision of the Lord, standing atop a column. Saint
Simeon continued his efforts at this place where he
saw the Lord, at first upon a stone, and then upon
a pillar.
Future events were revealed to Saint Simeon, and
so he foretold the death of Archbishop Ephraim of
Antioch, and the illness of Bishop Domnus, which
overtook him as punishment for his lack of pity.
Finally, Saint Simeon predicted an earthquake for
the city of Antioch and urged all the inhabitants to
repent of their sins.
Saint Simeon established a monastery on
Wonderful Mountain, where the sick people he
healed built a church in gratitude for the mercy
shown them. The saint prayed for a spring of
water for the needs of the monastery, and once
during a shortage of grain, the granaries of the
monastery were filled with wheat by his prayers.
In the year 560 the holy ascetic was ordained to
the priesthood by Dionysius, Bishop of Seleukia. At
age seventy-five Saint Simeon was warned by the
Lord of his impending end. He summoned the
brethren of the monastery, instructed them in a
farewell talk, and peacefully fell asleep in the Lord
in the year 596, having toiled as a stylite for sixtyeight years.

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, May 24
Tone 5 Troparion of the Resurrection
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,
Co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,
born for our salvation from the Virgin.
For He willed to be lifted up on the cross in the
flesh
to endure death
and to raise the dead,
by His glorious resurrection.
Tone 4 Kontakion of the Sunday
I come to Thee, O Christ, blind from birth in my
spiritual eyes
and call to Thee in repentance:
Thou art the most radiant light of those in
darkness.
Tone 8 Kontakion of Pascha
Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal,
Thou didst destroy the power of death.
In victory didst Thou arise, O Christ God,
proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing
Women,
granting peace to Thine Apostles, and bestowing
Resurrection on the fallen.
Tone 8 Prokeimenon (Psalm 76)
Pray and make your vows before the Lord our God!
Epistle of the Sunday (Acts 16:16-34)
Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a
certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of
divination met us, who brought her masters much
profit by fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul
and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us
the way of salvation.” And this she did for many
days.
But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the
spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ
to come out of her.” And he came out that very
hour. But when her masters saw that their hope of
profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and

dragged them into the marketplace to the
authorities.
And they brought them to the magistrates, and
said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble
our city; and they teach customs which are not
lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or
observe.” Then the multitude rose up together
against them; and the magistrates tore off their
clothes and commanded them to be beaten with
rods. And when they had laid many stripes on
them, they threw them into prison, commanding
the jailer to keep them securely. Having received
such a charge, he put them into the inner prison
and fastened their feet in the stocks.
But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were
opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. And the
keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and
seeing the prison doors open, supposing the
prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about
to kill himself. But Paul called with a loud voice,
saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”
Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down
trembling before Paul and Silas. And he brought
them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?”
So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
you will be saved, you and your household.” Then
they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all
who were in his house. And he took them the same
hour of the night and washed their stripes. And
immediately he and all his family were baptized.
Now when he had brought them into his house, he
set food before them; and he rejoiced, having
believed in God with all his household.
Gospel of the Sunday (John 9:1-38)
Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind
from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying,

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?”
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed
in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me
while it is day; the night is coming when no one can
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.”
When He had said these things, He spat on the ground
and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the
eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is
translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came
back seeing.
Therefore the neighbors and those who previously
had seen that he was blind[b] said, “Is not this he
who sat and begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others
said, “He is like him.” He said, “I am he.”
Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes
opened?” He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus
made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go
to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and
washed, and I received sight.”
Then they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do
not know.”
They brought him who formerly was blind to the
Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also
asked him again how he had received his sight. He
said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed,
and I see.”
Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is
not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such
signs?” And there was a division among them.
They said to the blind man again, “What do you say
about Him because He opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he
had been blind and received his sight, until they
called the parents of him who had received his sight.
And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”

His parents answered them and said, “We know that
this is our son, and that he was born blind; but by
what means he now sees we do not know, or who
opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask
him. He will speak for himself.” His parents said
these things because they feared the Jews, for the
Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that
He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
So they again called the man who was blind, and said
to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is
a sinner.” He answered and said, “Whether He is a
sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that
though I was blind, now I see.”
Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you?
How did He open your eyes?”
He answered them, “I told you already, and you did
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
also want to become His disciples?”
Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple,
but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke
to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where
He is from.”
The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a
marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is
from; yet He has opened my eyes! Now we know that
God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.
Since the world began it has been unheard of that
anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If
this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.”
They answered and said to him, “You were completely
born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And they cast
him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He
had found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the
Son of God?”
He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may
believe in Him?” And Jesus said to him, “You have
both seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.”
Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped
Him.

