
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether you’re searching for a new church home 
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 
you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to 
join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 
Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and 
drop it in the offering basket as your offering today. 
We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

Saturday, September 22 

    11:00 am – Pan-Orthodox Choir Rehearsal 

    5:00pm – Vespers and Cathedral Vigil  

Sunday, September 23 

    9:15 am – Adult Education 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

    Church School after Communion 

 

 

Slavic Food Fest 

Saturday, October 13 

We need you! 
 

 

 
 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 
for Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves 
by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are 
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross 
and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the 
conclusion of the service. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Congratulations to Bill, Karlie, Nathaniel and 
Liam Lewis on their entrance into the Orthodox 
Church today! We warmly welcome all their family 
and friends who are gathered here for this special 
day. May God grant the Lewis family good health, 
prosperity and many blessed years! 
 
 Our September hoagie sale is being held on 
Wednesday, September 26. Italian Hoagies and 
wraps are $6.50 each and the Turkey hoagies and 
wraps are $7.00 each.  Orders can be placed by 
calling 412-974-9912, faxing 724-926-4052 or 
emailing rjmbmsam1@verizion.net. Orders are due 
on Sunday evening, September 23. Orders can be 
picked up between noon and 1 pm September 26 
at the church hall. 
 
 

 Our next Bible Study will be held on 
Wednesday, September 26 at 7:00 pm. What does 
the Orthodox Church believe about the Scriptures? 
Our beloved St John Chrysostom (4th c) says the 
following in various places: 
 “It is not possible, I say not possible, ever to 

exhaust the mind of the Scriptures. It is a well 
which has no bottom.” 

 “Now if we are willing to examine the Scriptures 
in this way, carefully and systematically, we 
shall be able to obtain our salvation. If we 
unceasingly are preoccupied with them, we 
shall learn both correctness of doctrine and an 
upright way of life." 

 “Let them hear, as many of us as neglect the 
reading of the Scriptures, to what harm we are 
subjecting ourselves, to what poverty.” 

 “This is the cause of all evils, the not knowing 
the Scriptures. We go into battle without arms, 
and how are we to come out safe?” 

 Ill and infirm: Known to be Hospitalized; (None). 
Home: Georgiann Robes. Alexandra Summers (40 
days). Shut in, Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Olga 
Bednar, Olga Tryszyn, Mary Zapp. 
 
 From Mat. Nancy K. Mell and Gregory Mell for 
the departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the health 
of family.  From Marsha Wasilko in remembrance of 
9-11-01.  From Charles A. Wasilko for the health of 
(sisters) Doris & Marsha. From Doris Wasilko for the 
health of the Wasilko family. From Lindy Hamilton 
for the departed servant, (twin brother) Russell.  From 
John & Olga for the health of Anatoly & Galina Vilkov 
and Basil Kowalcheck on his birthday.  From Tatyana 
Sechler for the departed servants, Bruce, Polina, 
Slava, Lida, Galina, Gina, Andrei, Victor and 
Valentina; for health of Andriana, Veronika, Sergei, 
Tatyana, Cristofer, Daniel, Thomas, Yaroslav, Roma 
and Diana.  From Alexandria Tirpak for the departed 
servants, John, Nicholas, Theodore-Memory Eternal; 
for the health of my family; special intentions.   

 GOT “STUFF”? Our Festival Basket Auction needs 
it!  Good ‘STUFF’ . new “STUFF” . extra “STUFF”. 
Please bring in items or your filled baskets ASAP. All 
can be placed on the table by the back door of the 
Fellowship Hall. Your Basket Committee, Marsha 
Wasilko, Michelle Bittner and Suzy Polny greatly 
appreciate your donations. REMEMBER . . TIME IS 
OF THE ESSENCE! Thank you! 
 
 We are in need of baked goods for the Slavic Food 

Festival Bake Sale. A sign-up sheet for the bake sale 
will be located on the bulletin board in the church 
basement. See Sasha Gajewski with any questions. 

 to Sandi Tirpak for donating all of the 
September monthly categories of Bulletin ($60), 
Holy Bread ($50), Communion Wine ($40); Altar 
Candles ($25) and Incense ($10). 
.

Today's lesson: St Stephen and the Early Church 
 
Questions to ask/review: 

 How did the Christians of the early church live? 
(lived together and sold possessions)  

 Why did the apostles decide to ordain 7 
deacons? What jobs did they do? 

 Who was Stephen? Why was he arrested? 

 Stephen was the first martyr. What does this 
mean? 

 Describe the arrest, trial, and death of Stephen. 

 How was Saul (the future apostle Paul) 
involved in this event? 

 
Suggested Activities at home: 

 Read the story of Stephen in Acts 6 and 7. 

 Encourage your child to consider situations 
when they could stand up for Christ as Stephen 
did. 

 Remind your child of family members or friends 
who have fallen asleep in the Lord. 

 Prayer: Lord give us the courage and faith of 
St. Stephen. Amen. 

 
  

Welcome! 

 

This Week 

Announcements 

 

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Mat. Janet Mihalick, Choir Director 

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost/Sunday After the Elevation 
 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 

OrthodoxPittsburgh.org                    September 16, 2018 

 

Prayers 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

Today in Church School 

Thank you 

Slavic Food Fest 2018 



Through the Cross came our Salvation. 

We are constantly reminded that Christ died 

for us when we see the Image of the Cross 

(depicting the crucified Lord), and we are 

reminded that He rose from the dead when we 

behold the Image of Christ "Not made by 

hands" (Slavonic: Нерукутвореному образъ) 

on the towel (depicting the Lord risen from the 

dead). 

Worshipping the crucified Lord are two 

flying angels, with the inscription between 

them: "Angels of the Lord" (in 

Slavonic: Ангели Господни). In some 

depictions of the Cross the Angels are bearing 

an image of the Holy Trinity, but traditions 

vary in allowing this; usually the Angels are 

simply holding towels, indicating their 

position as messengers who serve the Lord 

and who wait on Him. 

The top bar of the Cross is the title-board 

which Pilate ordered to be hung in mockery 

over Christ's head. On this board was 

inscribed: "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews" 

in Hebrew, Greek and Latin (abbreviated to the 

Greek initials 'INBI', or the Latin initials 'INRI' in 

the Western tradition). This has been replaced 

with the Christian inscription: "King of 

Glory" (Slavonic: Царь славы), placed below 

the knees of the angels. [Note that while the 

use of the inscription 'І.Н.Ц.І.' does not usually 

appear in the Russian tradition, examples of its 

occurrence are occasionally found on newer 

Russian Crosses.] On the title-board is 

inscribed the initials 'IC XC', being the first 

and last letters of Christ's name in Greek 

(Greek: Iisous Khristos; Slavonic: Іисусъ 

Христосъ). In addition, just above Christ's 

arms we see the inscription: 'NIKA', which in 

Greek means: "He conquers" or "He is 

victorious." [Frequently, especially on the 

Greek and Russian prosphora seal, we see 

these last two inscriptions together with the 

simple two-barred Cross: 'IC XC NI KA', 

meaning: "Jesus Christ is victorious" (i.e., over 

death and sin). Note that in the proper 

Orthodox tradition the Saviour does not wear 

a crown of thorns (as in the Western tradition), 

nor is He portrayed alive on the Cross, nor in 

any aspect of suffering, but in a state of 

humble and peaceful repose, with inclined 

head. Also note that His feet are nailed with 

two nails.] 

“It is plain then that the Lord, in obedience to the 

Father, endured death on the same day in which 

Adam died (Friday), disobeying God. This day 

accordingly our Lord would go over again with the 

rest in his own person, and so came to his Passion 

on the day before the Sabbath, which is the sixth 

day of creation, on which man was formed: by his 

Passion conferring on man a second formation, that 

which is out of death.” St Ignatius of Antioch, 

Against the Heretics. c 100 AD 

 

“Elisha threw a piece of wood into the stream of the 

Jordan.  By this means, he retrieved from the water 

the iron of the axe with which the sons of the 

prophets wished to cut the wood to build their 

house. So our Christ has ransomed us at Baptism 

from our heaviest sins by His crucifixion on the 

wood and Baptism in the water,” St Justin Martyr, 

Dialogue with Trypho .c. 150 AD 

 

“Although to Adam it was said, ‘For the day you eat 

of it, you must die,’ today you have been faithful. 

Today will bring you salvation. The tree brought 

ruin to Adam; the tree [of life] shall bring you into 

paradise. Fear not the serpent; he shall not cast 

you out, for he has fallen from heaven. I say not to 

you, ‘This day you shall depart,’ but ‘This day you 

shall be with Me.’” St Cyri of Jerusalem, 

Catechetical Lectures.  c 360 AD 

 

“The whole mystery of faith can be seen in the story 

of Isaac. The lamb is fixed to the tree, suspended 

by its horns: the first-born carried upon him the 

wood for the sacrifice. He, then, who upholds the 

universe by the word of his power, is the same who 

bears the burden of our wood, and is hung up on 

the wood, upholding as God, and carried as the 

lamb, the Holy Spirit having in figure divided the 

mystery between the two, the only son and the 

lamb who appears at his side. In the lamb is 

revealed the mystery of death and in the only son 

the life which will never be cut short.” St Gregory 

of Nyssa, Homilies on the Resurrection. c 380 AD 

“For at the beginning of the human race the woman 

was made of a rib taken from the side of man while 

he slept; for it seemed fit that even then Christ and 

his Church should be foreshadowed in this event. 

For that sleep of the man was the death of Christ, 

whose side, as he hung lifeless upon the cross, 

was pierced with a spear, and there flowed from it 

blood and water, and these we know to be the 

sacraments by which the Church is ‘built up.’” St 

Augustine of Hippo, City of God.  c 400 AD 

 

“Many indeed are the wondrous happenings of that 

time: God hanging from a Cross, the sun made 

dark, and again flaming out; for it was fitting that 

creation should mourn with its Creator. The temple 

veil rent, blood and water flowing from his side: the 

one as from a man, the other as from what was 

above man; the earth was shaken, the rocks 

shattered because of the Rock; the dead risen to 

bear witness of the final and universal resurrection 

of the dead. The happenings at the sepulcher, and 

after the sepulcher, who can fittingly recount them? 

Yet not one of them can be compared to the 

miracle of my salvation. A few drops of blood renew 

the whole world, and do for all men what the rennet 

does for milk: joining us and binding us together." 

St Gregory Nazianzus, On the Holy Pascha c 380 

AD.  

The Cross 



Troparion of the Resurrection   Tone 7 
By Thy cross, Thou didst destroy death! 
To the thief, Thou didst open paradise! 
For the myrrh-bearers, Thou didst change weeping 
into joy! 
And Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ 
God 
to proclaim that Thou art risen, 
granting the world great mercy. 
 
Troparion of the Cross   Tone 1 
O Lord, save Thy people, 
and bless Thine inheritance. 
Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians 
over their adversaries; 
and by virtue of Thy Cross, 
preserve Thy habitation. 
 
Troparion of St Nicholas  Tone 4 
You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 
an image of humility, and a teacher of abstinence. 
Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to 
you! 
Because of your poverty riches were granted to 
you! 
O holy Bishop Nicholas, 
pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 
 
Kontakion of the Resurrection   Tone 7 
The dominion of death 
can no longer hold men captive, 
for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its 
powers! 
Hell is bound, while the prophets rejoice and cry: 
The Savior has come to those in faith, 
Enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection! 
 
Kontakion of the Feast   Tone 4 
As Thou wast voluntarily crucified for our sake, 
grant mercy to those who are called by Thy name. 
Make all Orthodox Christian glad by Thy power, 
granting them victories over their adversaries 
by bestowing on them the invicible trophy, Thy 
weapon of peace. 
 
Instead of Holy God 

Before Thy cross we bow down in worship, O 
Master, and Thy holy Resurrection, we glorify! 
 
Prokeimenon (Psalm 98:5)   Tone 7 
Extol the Lord our God; worship at His footstool for 
it is holy. 
 
Epistle of the Sunday after the Elevation (Gal 2:16-20) 

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of 
the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have 
believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified 
by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; 
for by the works of the law no flesh shall be 
justified.  
 
But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we 
ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore 
a minister of sin? Certainly not! For if I build again 
those things which I destroyed, I make myself a 
transgressor. For I through the law died to the law 
that I might live to God. I have been crucified with 
Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me. 
 
Epistle of the Sunday (II Cor 6:1-10) 
We then, as workers together with Him also plead 
with you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For 
He says: 
 
“In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the 
day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is 
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation. 
 
We give no offense in anything, that our ministry 
may not be blamed. But in all things we commend 
ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in 
tribulations, in needs, in distresses, in stripes, in 
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in 
sleeplessness, in fastings; by purity, by knowledge, 
by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by 
sincere love, by the word of truth, by the power of 
God, by the armor of righteousness on the right 
hand and on the left, by honor and dishonor, by evil 
report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; 

as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and 
behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; as 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing 
all things. 
 
Gospel of Sunday after the Elevation (Mark 8:34- 9:1) 

When He had called the people to Himself, with His 
disciples also, He said to them, “Whoever desires 
to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what 
will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and 
loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of 
Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be 
ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father 
with the holy angels.”  And He said to them, 
“Assuredly, I say to you that there are some 
standing here who will not taste death till they see 
the kingdom of God present with power.” 
 
Gospel of the Sunday (Matthew 25:14-30) 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling 
to a far country, who called his own servants and 
delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave 
five talents, to another two, and to another one, to 
each according to his own ability; and immediately 
he went on a journey.  Then he who had received 
the five talents went and traded with them, and 
made another five talents. And likewise he who had 
received two gained two more also. But he who had 
received one went and dug in the ground, and hid 
his lord’s money.  After a long time the lord of those 
servants came and settled accounts with them. 
 
“So he who had received five talents came and 
brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you 
delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five 
more talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over 
many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ He also 
who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, 
you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained 
two more talents besides them.’ His lord said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a few things, I will make you 

ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your 
lord.’ 
 
“Then he who had received the one talent came 
and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, 
reaping where you have not sown, and gathering 
where you have not scattered seed. And I was 
afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Look, there you have what is yours.’ 
 
“But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked 
and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have 
not sown, and gather where I have not scattered 
seed. So you ought to have deposited my money 
with the bankers, and at my coming I would have 
received back my own with interest. Therefore take 
the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten 
talents. 
 
‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and 
he will have abundance; but from him who does not 
have, even what he has will be taken away. And 
cast the unprofitable servant into the outer 
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ 
 
Hymn to the Theotokos of the Feast 
Magnify, O my soul, the most precious cross of the 
Lord. 
You are the mystical paradise, O Theotokos, 
in which Christ blossomed. 
Through Him, the life-bearing wood of the cross 
was planted on earth. 
Now at its elevation, 
as we bow in worship before it, 
we magnify you. 

Hymns and Readings for Today Sept 16, 2018 


