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Welcome!
Whether you’re searching for a new church home
orWelcome!
just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If
you have a prayer request, are looking for more

Announcements
 New “Virtual” Catechism class coming to St
Nicholas
parish beginning Tuesday, November 7!
Welcome!
“What We Believe” presents the basic doctrines

information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to
join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr
Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and
drop it in the offering basket as your offering today.
Please join us downstairs following the Divine
Liturgy. We want to get to know you! God bless
you!

and practices of the Orthodox Christian Faith in an
engaging online interactive format. This series will
be divided into six live onehour sessions led by Fr
Thomas. Don’t let your busy
schedule keep you from learning
the about the Orthodox Christian Faith. If you’re
interested, you’ll need a computer (or phone) with
an internet connection (Wi-Fi preferred) and Skype
installed and working. A video camera is
recommended but not required. A mic is required.
See Fr Thomas for details and on how to join!

This Week
Wednesday, November 1
6:30 pm – Daily Vespers
7:00 pm – Bible Study
Saturday, November 4
5:00 pm – Great Vespers
Sunday, November 5
9:15 am – Adult Education Class
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy
Church School after Communion
Mark your calendar: Our Annual St Nicholas
Day Dinner will be held on Sunday, December 3.
Tickets for sale beginning next Sunday!

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved
for Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves
by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross
and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the
conclusion of the service.

 “An Orthodox Perspective on the
Reformation: A Symposium” will be held at our
parish on Saturday, December 16 beginning with
Divine Liturgy at 9:00 am. Five respected and
knowledgeable speakers will present on topics
relevant to Orthodox views of Protestant themes.
We’ll be hosting people from all over Pittsburgh and
we’ll need help organizing the breakfast, lunch, a
bookstore, and the talk venue. Please see Fr
Thomas for more information or Heidi Lewis if you
can help. More information coming!
 2017 Parish Christmas Card: It's time again for
our annual Christmas Card Project which will run
thru December 3, 2017. For a $10 donation,
you/your family's name will be listed on the
Christmas card which will be sent in early
December to parishioners and friends of St.
Nicholas. Proceeds of the project will benefit our
2018 FOCUS ministry of serving meals. See
Marsha Wasilko or Jan Widel to sign-up today!
Thank you!

Prayers
 Ill and infirm: Known to be Hospitalized: Jack
Saban (VA). Home: Donya Yewisiak, Sandi
Tirpak, Leslie Wokutch, Georgiann Robes. Shut
in, Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: George
Shaytar (Greentree Manor), Olga Bednar,
Stephanie Kowal, John Shaytar, Olga Tryszyn,
Mary Zapp.
 Vigil Lights From Mat. Nancy K. Mell and
Gregory Mell for the departed servant, Dn.
Joseph Mell; for the health of family. From John
& Olga Kowalcheck for the departed servant,
Carol Ann Kowalcheck; for the health of Anatoly
& Galina Vilkov and Luke Bede Heuer. From
Marsha Wasilko Happy Anniversary & Many
Years to John & Nancy Pravlochak! From
Charles A. Wasilko for the departed servants,
(Uncles) John Wasilko and Steve Panik. From
Nancy Shaytar for the health of (husband)
George. From Doris Wasilko for the departed
servants, (Uncles) John Wasilko and Steve
Panik; for the health of John & Nancy Pravlochak
on their Wedding Anniversary.

according to God’s will, immediately the entire
satanic realm enters into action: they hasten to
scatter good thoughts and the intentions of the
repentant one in any way they can.
If they do not manage to turn him aside, they
attempt to hinder his good repentance and
confession; if they do not manage to do that, they
contrive to sow tares amidst the fruits of repentance
and disrupt his labors of cleansing the heart.
If they do not succeed in
suggesting evil they
attempt to distort the
truth; if they are repulsed
inwardly they attack
outwardly, and so on
until the end of one’s life.
They do not even let one
die in peace; even after
death they pursue the
soul, until it escapes the
aerial space where they
hover and congregate.
You ask, “What should we do? It is hopeless and
terrifying!”

 to the Robes Family for sponsoring the
bulletin for the month of October in memory of
Thomas V. Robes Sr, and for many years to
Teresa Robes on the occasion of her birthday.

For a believer there is nothing terrifying here,
because near a God-fearing man demons only busy
themselves, but they do not have any power over
him. A sober man of prayer shoots arrows against
them, and they stay far away from him, not daring to
approach, and fearing the defeat which they have
already experienced.

On Demons

If they succeed in something, it is due to our
blundering. We slacken our attention, or allow
ourselves to be distracted by their phantoms, and
they immediately come and disturb us more boldly.

Thank You

By St Theophan the Recluse

The devil approaches the God-man with
temptations. Who among men is free of them?

If you do not come to your senses in time they will
whirl you about; but if a soul does come to its
senses they again recoil and spy from afar to see
whether it is possible to approach again somehow.

He who goes according to the will of the evil one
does not experience attacks, but is simply turned
more and more toward evil. As soon as one begins
to come to himself and intends to begin a new life

So be sober, watch, and pray—and the enemies will
do nothing to you.

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

Hymns and Readings for Today
Troparion of the Resurrection Tone 4
When the women Disciples of the Lord learned
from the Angel
the joyous message of the Resurrection,
they cast away the ancestral curse
and elatedly told the Apostles:
“Death is overthrown!
Christ God is risen,
granting the world great mercy!”
Troparion of St Nicholas Tone 4
You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,
an image of humility, and a teacher of abstinence.
Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to
you!
Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!
O holy Bishop Nicholas,
pray to Christ our God to save our souls.
Kontakion of the Resurrection Tone 4
My Savior and Redeemer as God
rose from the tomb and delivered the earthborn
from their chains.
He has shattered the gates of hell,
and as Master
He has risen on the third day!
Kontakion of the Theotokos Tone 6
Steadfast protectress of Christians,
constant advocate before the creator,
do not despise the cry of us sinners,
but in your goodness come speedily to help us who
call on you in faith.
Hasten to hear our intercessions and to intercede
for us, O Theotokos
For you always protect those who honor you.
Prokeimenon (Psalm 104) Tone 4
O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! In wisdom
hast Thou made them all.
Epistle (Galatians 2:16-20)
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Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of
the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have
believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified
by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law;
for by the works of the law no flesh shall be
justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by
Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is
Christ therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not!
For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I
make myself a transgressor. For I through the law
died to the law that I might live to God. I have been
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself for me.
Gospel of the Sunday (Luke 8:26-39)
Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes,
which is opposite Galilee. And when He stepped
out on the land, there met Him a certain man from
the city who had demons for a long time. And he
wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in
the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell
down before Him, and with a loud voice said, “What
have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? I beg You, do not torment me!” For He had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the
man. For it had often seized him, and he was kept
under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and
he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon
into the wilderness.
Jesus asked him, saying, “What is your name?”
And he said, “Legion,” because many demons had
entered him. And they begged Him that He would
not command them to go out into the abyss. Now a
herd of many swine was feeding there on the
mountain. So they begged Him that He would
permit them to enter them. And He permitted them.
Then the demons went out of the man and entered
the swine, and the herd ran violently down the
steep place into the lake and drowned.

When those who fed
them saw what had
happened, they fled
and told it in the city
and in the country.
Then they went out to
see what had
happened, and came
to Jesus, and found
the man from whom
the demons had
departed, sitting at the
feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And
they were afraid. They also who had seen it told
them by what means he who had been demonpossessed was healed. Then the whole multitude
of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes
asked Him to depart from them, for they were
seized with great fear. And He got into the boat
and returned.
Now the man from whom the demons had
departed begged Him that he might be with Him.
But Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your
own house, and tell what great things God has
done for you.” And he went his way and
proclaimed throughout the whole city what great
things Jesus had done for him.
Communion Hymns (Ps 148:1)
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in
the highest! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

New Website!
 Our new mobile-enabled website and new
internet address is now live!
OrthodoxPittsburgh.org went live this past
Wednesday. Visit us on the web and look for
future enhancements!

This Week in Church School
Today’s lesson: Christ’s Temptation in the
Wilderness
Questions to ask/review:
 Who is the devil? (Satan, a fallen angel)
What do the godparents do to the devil at a
baptism and why?
 What was the first temptation? (food) Jesus
had been 40 days without food. Was He
hungry? (yes, He is God and man) How did
Jesus answer the devil? Will God provide our
needs?
 What was the 2nd temptation? (jump off the
temple and show off His power) What did the
devil quote to Jesus? (Scripture) the whole
verse? (NO, only part of the truth) Here we
see that the devil is a liar and sneaky. What
did Jesus answer?
 What was the 3rd temptation? (all the
kingdoms of the world – power and wealth)
What does this tell us about Satan? (He has
the power to give away riches, but at a price)
Is the devil weak or strong? Who is stronger,
God or the devil? How did Jesus answer?
 What temptations do
we face in our lives?
As a family? How
can we overcome
them like Christ?
Suggested activities at
home:
 Read the story
together before bed (Luke 4:1-13 and/or
Matthew 4:1-12).
 The Advent Fast will begin in a few weeks.
Discuss how fasting helps ”train” us to
overcome temptations in our lives.
 Prayer: Jesus Christ, teach us your
commandments. Conquer the sin in our lives
and help us to follow your example against
temptations. Amen.

Thank you to all of our Slavic
Food Fest 2017 workers,
donors and guests! We were
privileged to host hundreds of
people from the Greater
Pittsburgh Area and beyond!
A special thanks to Donya
Yewisiak for chairing the
entire event!
Food Donations:
Bob & Mary Beth Madalinsky
Fr. Tom & Mat. Joni Soroka
Mat. Janet Mihalick
Igor & Tatiana Jourin
William Zatolochenko
Joanna Pease
Marina Petrov
Raisa Burd
Olga Noskov
Albena Ivanova
Lilly Spinu
Alina Maksymova
Food:
Bob Madalinsky (chair)
Cathy Namisnak
Margie Speth
Donya Yewisiak
Tom Hoffman
Food Servers:
Bob & Mary Beth Madalinsky
Cathy Namisnak
Margie Speth
Donya Yewisiak
Robbie Robes
Natalie Tooch
Cindy Tokich
Tatiana Yewisiak
Tom Hoffman
Food Preparers:
Bob & Mary Beth Madalinsky
Cathy Namisnak
Margie Speth
Donya Yewisiak
Tom Hoffman
Doris Wasilko
Mat. Nancy Mell

Sandi Tirpak
Michelle Bittner
Cindy Tokich
Fr Tom Soroka
Kristie Mertz
Bake Sale:
Sasha Gajewski-chair
Susie Porter
Mark Hamilton
Doris Wasilko
Helen Billak-Henry
Mat. Janet Mihalick
Suzy Polny
Jamie Mecca
Cindy Tokich
Heidi Lewis
Mat. Joni Soroka
Natalie Soroka
Jan Widel
Mat. Ashley Loboda
Amy Elizabeth Reed
Nancy Pravlochak
Mat. Nancy Mell
Marsha Wasilko
Melissa Graff
Missy Wenger
Mary Beth Madalinsky
Carole Lupka
Michelle Bittner
Vera Marencel
Donya Yewisiak
Joanna Pease
Gift Shop:
Marsha Wasilko
Donya Yewisiak
Gift Shop Donations
Donya Yewisiak
Olga Kowalcheck
50/50 Raffle:
Mary Beth Madalinsky-chair
Jan Widel
Cashiers:
Charles Wasilko-chair
Larry Polny
Greg Mell

Monetary Donations:
Szal Funeral Home
St. Nicholas Sisterhood
Georgiann Robes
Larry & Suzy Polny
Michael Soroka
Tom & Mary Hoffman
George & Nancy Shaytar
Jeff & Juliana Hollowood
Tatiana Yewisiak
Fred Zelesnik
Giant Eagle
Anonymous
If we omitted anyone, please let
Donya Yewisiak or Fr Thomas
know immediately. We value the
hard work and sacrifice of
everyone who contributed and
want to express our sincerest
gratitude to you.

The Words of St John Chysostom on Faith and Works
[Patriarch Jeremias II writes] It is necessary to join our
good works together with the mercy from above. If we
excuse ourselves because of our weakness or the
goodness of God and do not add something of our own,
there will be no benefit to us. How can we invoke mercy
for the cure of our iniquities if it, no way have we done
anything to appease the Divine One? Let us hear how
Chrysostom explained [the words of] Psalm 129, "Out of
the depths I cry to thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice" [12]:

'From this we learn two things: that one cannot simply expect something
from God if nothing from us is forthcoming,' because first it says, 'I cry,' and
then follows, 'hear my voice.' Furthermore, lengthy prayer, full of tears, has
more power to convince God to hearken to that which has been asked. But so
no one may say that, since he is a sinner and full of thousands of evils, 'I
cannot come before and pray, and call upon God, 'He takes away all doubt
by saying: 'If thou, O Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?'
[Ps 129:3]. Here the word 'who' should be replaced by the word 'no one,'
because there is no one, no one who, according to a strict account of his
works, could ever attain mercy and benevolence. If you withdraw mercy and
God justly imposes the penalty of the sentence and metes out punishments
for sins, who will be able to bear the judgment? Of necessity all would have
to submit to destruction. And we say these things not to draw down souls
into carelessness, but rather to console those who have fallen into despair.
Because who can boast that he has a pure heart? Or who can proclaim that
he is free from sins? And what can I say of others? For if I bring Saint Paul
into our midst and wish to ask of him to give an accurate account of what
happened [in his case], he cannot hold his ground. For what can he say? He
read the Prophets. He was a zealot with regard to the strictness of the law of
the forefathers. He saw signs. Nevertheless, he had not yet ascended to that
awesome sight which he enjoyed, nor had he heard that awesome voice.
Before that he was, in all things, confused.

