
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob 

Brewster. Recovering at Home:  John Mahalchak 

(son). Larry Polny, Natalie Tooch,  Shut in, 

Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie 

Popovich, Michael Soroka. 

 

 Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

health of sisters, Doris & Marsha. From Doris 

Wasilko for the departed servants, parents, 

Charles & Mary; for the health of the Wasilko 

family. From Nancy Shaytar for the departed 

servant, husband; for the health of Linda Shaytar. 

From Mat. Nancy K. Mell and Gregory Mell for 

the departed servants, Dn. Joseph Mell, and 

(sister/aunt) Phyllis Esau~1 year memory eternal; 

for the health of family. From Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Blaha for the departed servants, parents, 

brothers, family, Tom, and newly departed, 

George; for the health of family, friends, siblings, 

serving soldiers, and Uncle Dr. John; special 

intention, peace, birthdays, and anniversaries. 

From Mat. Joni Soroka for the health of our 

family and safe travels. From Lindy Hamilton for 

the health of the Hamilton, Scott, and DeLuca 

families; special intention. From John & Olga for 

the health of Galina Vilkova; for protection for 

Adam Kowalcheck in his travels. From Dawna 

Petkash Beckett for the departed servants, 

grandmothers, Helen Jula and Olga Petkash. 
 

 Thank you to our July donors! Richard and 

Sonia Blaha all categories (Bulletins $50, 

Communion Wine $40, Holy Bread $35. Altar 

Candles $25, Incense $10) for special intentions. 

 

This past Monday, after months of negotiations 

with both the insurance company and the 

contractor, the final contract has been signed 

for the dome and roof restoration project. A 

brief update will be given after the Divine Liturgy 

today, and then a more complete accounting will 

be sent out via email with financials. Work will 

begin in about a week. 

Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils 

On the Sunday that falls between the 13th and 

19th of this month [July], we commemorate the 

Holy Six Ecumenical Synods, namely the 318 

God-bearing Fathers of the First Synod who 

gathered in Nicaea against Arianism in the year 

325; and the 150 of the Second Synod who came 

together in Constantinople against the 

Pneumatomachs in the year 381; and the 200 at 

the Third who came together in Ephesus 

against Nestorius in the year 431; and the 630 

at the Fourth in Chalcedon who came together 

against the Monophysites in the year 451; and 

the 165 of the Fifth Synod who came together 

against Origen and his followers in the year 

553; and the 170 of the Sixth who came 

together in Constantinople against the 

Monothelites in 680. 

 

And, to say so once for all, we decree that the 

faith shall stand firm and remain unsullied 

until the end of the world as well as the 

writings divinely handed down and the 

teachings of all those who have beautified and 

adorned the Church of God and were lights in 

the world, having embraced the word of life. 

And we reject and anathematize those whom 

they rejected and anathematized, as being 

enemies of the truth, and as insane ragers 

against God, and as lifters up of iniquity. 

But if any one at all shall not observe and 

embrace the aforesaid pious decrees, and teach 

and preach in accordance therewith, but shall 

attempt to set himself in opposition thereto, let 

him be anathema, according to the decree 

already promulgated by the approved holy and 

blessed Fathers, and let him be cast out and 

stricken off as an alien from the number of 

Christians. For our decrees add nothing to the 

things previously defined, nor do they take 

anything away, nor have we any such power." 

Whether you’re searching for a new church home 

or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 

you have a prayer request, are 

looking for more information 

about the Orthodox Faith, would 

like to join our parish, or would 

like to speak with Fr Thomas, we 

invite you to scan the QR Code 

as your offering today. Please join us downstairs 

following the service. We want to get to know 

you! God bless you! 

Sunday, July 19 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

 

No Daily Matins or Office Hours this week 

No Classes this week 

 

Saturday, July 25 

    4:00 pm   Community Food Pantry 

No class or Vigil on Saturday 

 

Sunday, July 26 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

 

Remember that your parish relies on your 

generous and consistent donations to 

operate. Please pledge a portion of your income 

as a firstfruits offering to God, so that our 

parish can continue to fulfill the calling of God 

in the Pittsburgh area. 

                            Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 
Deacon John Skowron, Attached 

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs 
 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, P 
OrthodoxPittsburgh.org                              July 19, 2026 

Announcements 
 Today is Congregational Singing Sunday. We 

kindly invite everyone to sing the responses to 

the Divine Liturgy as they are able. You may use 

the brown books provided in the bookcases. 

 

 The Orthodox Pen Club meets today at 1:00 

pm in the educational building. “The Art of Slavic 

Vyaz workshop, no calligraphy skills needed. 

 

 Next Sunday is our annual Community Day! 

If you can help offer an hour or two to canvass 

the Bottoms and invite our neighbors for this 

event, please see Deacon Luke today or email him 

at dnluke@orthodoxpittsburgh.org. 

 

 Paper bags needed! Our food pantry is in need 

of more paper bags. Please give any you can to 

Matushka Ashley this weekend if possible. 

 

 Fr Thomas will be on vacation this week. For 

emergencies, he can be reached at frthomas@or-

thodoxpittsburgh.org or 412-206-5012. No daily 

or Saturday services this week. 

 

 July Church Schedule: Please check the online 

calendar for the latest information about 

schedules for any changes or updates. 

 

 Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to 

make this year’s Vacation Church School a great 

success. Thanks especially to Matushka Katrina 

Skowron for her leadership and organization. 

Schedule This Week 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 



Tone 6 Troparion (Resurrection) 

The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; 

the guards became as dead men. 

Mary stood by Thy grave, 

seeking Thy most pure body. 

Thou didst capture hell not being tempted by it. 

Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. 

O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead,// 

glory to Thee.   

 

Tone 8 Troparion (Fathers) 

Thou art most glorious, O Christ our God, 

Who hast established the Holy Fathers as lights 

on the earth. 

Through them Thou hast guided us to the True 

Faith.// 

O greatly compassionate One, glory to Thee! 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Resurrection) 

When Christ God, the Giver of Life, 

raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery 

with His mighty hand, 

He bestowed resurrection on the human race.// 

He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, 

and the God of all. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 8  Kontakion (Fathers) 

The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ 

doctrines have established one Faith for the 

Church. 

Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from 

heavenly theology,// 

It defines and glorifies the great mystery of piety. 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos) 

Steadfast protectress of Christians, 

constant advocate before the Creator, 

do not despise the cry of us sinners, 

but in your goodness come speedily to help us 

who call on you in faith. 

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to 

intercede for us, O Theotokos 

For you always protect those who honor you. 

 

Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 

O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine 

inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a) 

 

Tone 4 Prokeimenon  (Fathers) 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, / 

and praised and glorified is Thy Name forever! 

(Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3) 

 

Epistle Romans 15:1-7 

We then who are strong ought to bear with the 

scruples of the weak, and not to please 

ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor 

for his good, leading to edification. For even 

Christ did not please Himself; but as it is 

written, “The reproaches of those who 

reproached You fell on Me.” For whatever 

things were written before were written for 

our learning, that we through the patience and 

comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 

Now may the God of patience and comfort 

grant you to be like-minded toward one 

another, according to Christ Jesus, that you 

may with one mind and one mouth glorify the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Therefore receive one another, just as Christ 

also received us, to the glory of God. 

 

Gospel Matthew 9:27-35 

When Jesus departed from there, two blind 

men followed Him, crying out and saying, “Son 

of David, have mercy on us!” 

 

And when He had come into the house, the 

blind men came to Him. And Jesus said to them, 

“Do you believe that I am able to do this?” 

 

They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 

 

Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According 

to your faith let it be to you.” And their eyes 

were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, 

saying, “See that no one knows it.” But when 

they had departed, they spread the news about 

Him in all that country. 

 

As they went out, behold, they brought to Him 

a man, mute and demon-possessed. And when 

the demon was cast out, the mute spoke. And 

the multitudes marveled, saying, “It was never 

seen like this in Israel!” 

 

But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by 

the ruler of the demons.” 

 

Then Jesus went about all the cities and 

villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 

healing every sickness and every disease 

among the people. 

 

Communion Hymn  

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him 

in the highest!  (Ps 148:1) Rejoice in the Lord, O 

you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

St Maximos the Confessor on Love 
85. Many of us are talkers, few are doers. But no 

one should distort the word of God through his 

own negligence. He must confess his weakness 
and not hide God's truth. Otherwise he will be 

guilty not only of breaking the commandments 

but also of falsifying the word of God. 

 

86. Love and self-control free the soul from 

passions; spiritual reading and contemplation 

deliver the intellect from ignorance; and the state 

of prayer brings it into the presence of God 

Himself. 

 

87. When the demons see that we scorn the things 

of this world in order not to hate men on account 

of such things, and so to fall away from love, then 

they incite slanders against us. In this way they 

hope that, unable to contain our resentment, we 

will be provoked into hating those who slander us. 

 

88. Nothing pains the soul more than slander, 

whether directed against one's faith or one's 

manner of life. No one can be indifferent to it 

except those who like Susanna have their eyes 

firmly fixed on God (cf. Sus. verse 35). For only God 

has the power to rescue from peril, as He rescued 

her, to convince men of the truth, as He did in her 

case, and to encourage the soul with hope. 

 

89. To the extent that you pray with all your soul 

for the person who slanders you, God will make the 

truth known to those who have been scandalized by 

the slander. 

 

90. Only God is good by nature (cf. Matt. 19: 17), 

and only he who imitates God is good in will and 
purpose. For it is the intention of such a person to 

unite the wicked to Him who is good by nature, so 

that they too may become good. That is why, though 

reviled by them, he blesses; persecuted, he endures; 

vilified, he supplicates (cf I Cor. 4:12-13); put to 

death, he prays for them. He does everything so as 

not to lapse from the purpose of love, which is God 

Himself. 

 

91. The Lord's commandments teach us to use 

neutral things intelligently. Such use purifies the 

soul's state. A state of purity begets discrimination; 

discrimination begets dispassion; and it is from 

dispassion that perfect love is born. 

 

92. If when some trial occurs you cannot overlook a 

friend's fault, whether real or apparent, you have 

not yet attained dispassion. For when the passions 

which lie deep in the soul are disturbed, they blind 

the mind, preventing it from perceiving the light of 

truth and from discriminating between good and 

evil. If you are in such a state you have likewise not 

yet attained perfect love, the love which expels the 

fear of judgment (cf. I John 4:18). 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, July 19 


