Prayers

> 111 and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob
Brewster. Recovering at Home: John Mahalchak
(son). Larry Polny, Natalie Tooch, Shut in,
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie
Popovich, Michael Soroka.

» Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for the
health of sisters, Doris & Marsha and Larry &
Suzy Polny. From Doris Wasilko for the health of
the Wasilko family. From Marsha Wasilko for
the health of the Wasilko family, and Larry &
Suzy Polny. From Nancy Shaytar for the
departed servant, husband. From Mat. Nancy K.
Mell and Gregory Mell for the departed
servants, Dn. Joseph Mell, and (brother/uncle)
John Karavlan; for the health of family. From Mr.
& Mrs. Richard Blaha for the departed servants,
parents, brothers, and newly departed, in
memory of godmother, Wilma & Mat. Annice; for
the health of family, friends, siblings, & serving
soldiers; special intention, peace, birthdays, and
anniversaries. From Nancy Pravlochak for the
departed servants, husband, John, sister, Elaine,
and Pearl Petkash; for the health of our family
and brother, David. From Lindy Hamilton for
the health of the Hamilton, Scott, and DeLuca
families; special intention.

» Thank you to our July donors! Richard and
Sonia Blaha all categories (Bulletins $50,
Communion Wine $40, Holy Bread $35. Altar
Candles $25, Incense $10) for special intentions.

The Holy Martyrs Proclus and Hilarion were
natives of the village of Kallippi, near Ancyra,
and they suffered during the time of a
persecution under the emperor Trajan (98-117).
Saint Proclus was put under arrest first. Brought
before the governor Maximus, he fearlessly
confessed his faith in Christ. The governor
decided to compel the saint to submit himself to
the emperor and offer sacrifice to the pagan
gods. During his tortures, the martyr predicted to
Maximus that soon he himself would be

compelled to confess Christ as the true God.
They forced the martyr to run after the chariot
of the governor, heading towards the village
Kallippi. Exhausted, Saint Proclus prayed that
the Lord would halt the chariot. By the power
of God the chariot halted, and no force could
move it from the spot. The dignitary sitting in
it became petrified. The martyr told him that
he would remain unmoving until such time as
he would sign a document with a confession of
Christ. Only after this could the chariot
continue on its way with the governor.

The humiliated pagan took fierce revenge on
Saint Proclus. He commanded that Proclus be
led out beyond the city, tied to a pillar and shot
with arrows. The soldiers, leading Saint Proclus
to execution, told him to give in and save his
life, but the saint said
that they should
follow their orders.

Along the way to the
place of execution,
they met Hilarion, the
nephew of Saint
Proclus, who with
tears embraced his
uncle and also
confessed himself a
Christian. The
soldiers seized him, and he was thrown into
prison. The holy Martyr Proclus prayed for his
tormentors and surrendered his soul to God
beneath a hail of arrows.

Saint Hilarion was brought to trial and, with
the same courage as Saint Proclus, confessed
himself a Christian. After tortures he was
sentenced to death. They tied the martyr’s
hands and dragged him by his feet through the
city, wounded and bloody, and then they
beheaded him three days after the death of his
uncle, the holy Martyr Proclus. Christians
buried them together in a single grave.

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector
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6™ Sunday after Pentecost

2 SAINT NICHOLAS

el s ORTHODOX CHURCH
Whether you’re searchmg for a new church home
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If
you have a prayer request, are E E.E
looking for more information
about the Orthodox Faith, would
like to join our parish, or would -
like to speak with Fr Thomas, we E T
invite you to scan the QR Code

as your offering today. Please join us downstairs
following the service. We want to get to know
you! God bless you!

Schedule This Week

Sunday, July 12
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Monday, July 13 - Thursday, July 16
9:30 am - 12:30 pm Vacation Church School

No Daily Matins or Office Hours this week
No Classes this week

Saturday, July 18
4:30 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, July 19
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Remember that your parish relies on your
generous and consistent donations to
operate. Please pledge a portion of your income
as a firstfruits offering to God, so that our
parish can continue to fulfill the calling of God
in the Pittsburgh area.

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, P
OrthodoxPittsburgh.org

Announcements

» Vacation Church School will be held this
week, Monday, July 13 to Thursday, July 16.
(Registration is closed.) Thank you to Matushka
Katrina Skowron and all of the teachers and
assistants who will make this week a meaningful
time of learning and fellowship. Students should
arrive on Monday at 9:15 am.

July 12, 2026

> The Orthodox Pen Club meets on Sunday, July
19 at 1:00 pm in the educational building. “The
Art of Slavic Vyaz workshop, no calligraphy skills
needed.

» On Sunday, July 12, the coffee hour program
will be switching over to a teams format.
Teams consisting of several families will be
responsible for the set-up, clean-up, and
providing light refreshments to parishioners and
guests. All households who have members
under the age of 75 will be designated to a
team. A team leader will be in touch with you
this week with your assigned coffee hour dates.

» July Church Schedule: In July we cut back the
daily Matins, office hours, and classes, and
occasionally Saturday evening Vigil, to give a
time for vacations. Please check the online
calendar for the latest information about
schedules for any changes or updates.

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.



Hymns and Readings for Sunday, July 12

Tone 5 Troparion (Resurrection)

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,

co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,

born for our salvation from the Virgin;

for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the
flesh,

to endure death,

and to raise the dead//

by His glorious Resurrection.

Tone 4 Troparion (St Nicholas)

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence.

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to

you!
Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!

O holy Bishop Nicholas,
pray to Christ our God to save our souls.

Tone 4 Troparion (Martyrs)

Thy holy martyrs Proclus and Hilary, O Lord,

through their sufferings have received
incorruptible crowns from Thee, our God.

For having Thy strength, they laid low their
adversaries,

and shattered the powerless boldness of
demons.//

Through their intercession, save our souls!

Tone 5 Kontakion (Resurrection)

Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior,

shattering its gates as Almighty,

resurrecting the dead as Creator,

and destroying the sting of death.

Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O
Lover of man,//

and we cry to Thee: “O Lord, save us!”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Tone 2 Kontakion (Ven. Michael)

By thy deeds thou didst wither the arrogance of
the flesh;

and through enlightenment thou gavest wings
to thine agility of spirit.

Thou wast revealed as a dwelling-place of the
Trinity,

Whom now thou dost clearly behold.//

O blessed Michael, unceasingly pray for us all!

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos)

Steadfast protectress of Christians,

constant advocate before the Creator,

do not despise the cry of us sinners,

but in your goodness come speedily to help us
who call on you in faith.

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to
intercede for us, O Theotokos

For you always protect those who honor you.

Tone 5 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us / and preserve us
from this generation forever. (Ps. 11:7)

Epistle Romans 12:6-14

Having then gifts differing according to the
grace that is given to us, let us use them: if
prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our
faith; or ministry, let us use it in our
ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he
who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives,
with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he
who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is
evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly
affectionate to one another with brotherly love,
in honor giving preference to one another; not
lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in
tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;
distributing to the needs of the saints, given to

hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse.

Gospel Matthew 9:1-8

So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came
to His own city. Then behold, they brought to
Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw
their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, be of
good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.”

And at once some of the scribes said within
themselves, “This Man blasphemes!”

But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why
do you think evil in your hearts? For which is
easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to
say, ‘Arise and walk’? But that you may know
that the Son of Man has power on earth to
forgive sins”—then He said to the paralytic,
“Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”
And he arose and departed to his house.

Now when the multitudes saw it, they
marveled and glorified God, who had given
such power to men.

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him
in the highest! (Ps 148:1) Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia!

Ver. 10. Be kindly affectioned one to another with
brotherly love. You are brethren, he means, and
have come of the same pangs. Hence even on this
head you ought to love one another. And this Moses
said to those who were quarrelling in Egypt, You are
brethren, why do ye wrong one to another? Exodus
2:13 When then he is speaking of those without, he
says, If it be possible, as much as in you lies, live
peaceably with all men. Romans 12:18 But when he
is speaking of his own, he says, Be kindly affectioned
one to another with brotherly love. For in the other
case he requires abstinence from quarrelling, and
hatred, and aversion: but here loving too, and not
merely loving, but the loving of relatives. For not

only must one's love be without dissimulation, but
intense also, and warm, and glowing. Because, to what
purpose would you love without fraud, and not love
with warmth? Whence he says, kindly affectioned one
towards another, that is, be friends, and warm ones
too. Do not wait to be loved by another, but leap at it
yourself, and be the first to begin it. For so will you
reap the wages of his love also. Having mentioned the
reason then why we ought to love one another, he tells
us also the way in which the affection may grow
unchangeable. Whence he proceeds, In honor
preferring one another. For this is the way that
affection is produced, and also when produced abides.
And there is nothing which makes friends so much, as
the earnest endeavor to overcome one's neighbor in
honoring him. For what he had mentioned before
comes of love, and love of honor, as honor does too of
love. Then that we may not honor only, he looks for
something besides, when he says, Ver. 11. Not
backward in zeal. For this also genders love when
with honor we also show a readiness to protect: as
there is nothing that makes men beloved so much as
honor and forethought. For to love is not enough, but
there must be this also: or rather this also comes of
loving, as also loving has its warmth from this, and
they are confirmative one of another. For there are
many that love in mind, yet reach not forth the hand.
And this is why he uses every means to build up love.
And how are we to become not backward in zeal?
Fervent in spirit. See how in every instance he aims
after higher degrees; for he does not say give only, but
with largeness; nor rule, but do it with diligence; nor
show mercy, but do it with cheerfulness; nor honor,
but prefer one another; nor love, but do it without
dissimulation; nor refrain from evil things, but hate
them; nor hold to what is good, but cleave to it; nor
love, but to do it with brotherly affection; nor be
zealous, but be so without backwardness; nor have the
Spirit, but have it fervent, that is, that you may be
warm and awakened. For if you have those things
aforesaid, you will draw the Spirit to you. And if This
abide with you, It will likewise make you good for
those purposes, and all things will be easy from the
Spirit and the love, while you are made to glow from
both sides. Do you not see the bulls (Hannibal. ap. Liv.
xxii. 16) that carry a flame upon their back, how
nobody is able to withstand them? So thou also will be
more than the devil can sustain, if you take both these
flames. Serving the Lord. (St John Chrysosom,
Homilies on Romans)



