
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob 

Brewster. Recovering at Home:  John Mahalchak 

(son). Larry Polny, Natalie Tooch,  Shut in, 

Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, 

Michael Soroka. 

 

 Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

departed servant, (godmother) Caroline Daniels; for 

the health of sisters, Doris & Marsha; God bless the 

USA. From Doris Wasilko for the departed servant, 

Caroline Daniels; for the health of the Wasilko 

family. From Marsha Wasilko for the departed 

servant, (cousin) Carol Daniels; for the health of the 

Wasilko family; God bless America! From John 

Kowalchek for the health of Galina Vilkova and 

Olga Cozza. From Nancy Shaytar for the departed 

servants, husband, George and Kathy Himes; for the 

health of Linda Shaytar. From Mat. Nancy K. Mell 

and Gregory Mell for the departed servants, Dn. 

Joseph Mell, Ella Karavlan, and Mary Tucker; for 

the health of family. From Irene Kulchock for the 

departed servant, John Pravlochak; for the health of 

family and Allen Wagner. From Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Blaha for the departed servants, parents, brothers, 

Robert & Patrick, Daria, Carol, Uncle Ray and newly 

departed, especially Gregory Bitsko; for the health 

of family, friends, siblings, & serving soldiers; 

special intention, peace, birthdays, and 

anniversaries. From Donya Yewisiak for the 

departed servant, Greg Bitsko~ memory eternal; for 

the health of Cathy Namisnak. From Nancy 

Pravlochak for the departed servants, husband, 

John and sister, Elaine, and Greg Bitsko; for the 

health of our family and brother, David. From Lindy 

Hamilton for the health of the Hamilton, Scott, and 

DeLuca families. From the Yurkowski family for 

the departed servants, Julia & Nicholas. 
 

 We currently have no stated donors for our 

July liturgical donations! If you would like to 

designate a special donation for the various 

essential liturgical items we use for the Divine 

Liturgy, go to the candle desk and place your name 

and intention in the chosen category. Give your 

donation there and it will be included in that 

month’s category. It’s easy and helpful! 

St Sergius of Radonezh 
St Sergius was a great ascetic and light of the 

Russian Church. He was born in 1313 A.D., in 

Rostov, of devout parents, Cyril and Maria. 

After his parents’ deaths, Bartholomew–for 

that was his baptismal name–became a monk, 

and founded the Monastery of the Holy Trinity 

in the forests of Radonezh. As a quiet and 

gentle servant of God, he knew only labor and 

prayer. Because of the purity of his heart he 

was made worthy of the gift of miracle-

working, even resurrecting the dead in the 

name of Christ. The Holy Theotokos appeared 

to him many times. Princes and bishops came 

to him for advice. He blessed Prince Dimitri 

Donskoy, and foretold his victory in the battle 

for the liberation of Russia from the Tartars. 

He saw into the hearts of men as well as future 

events. His monastery was full of monks, even 

during his lifetime and, century after century, 

has been one of the most important centers of 

spiritual life and God’s miracles. St. Sergius 

entered into rest in the year 1392 A.D. 

Following his repose, he appeared many times 

to various people. 

 

He is known for being at harmony with nature. 

We are told of how he at first feared the wild 

beasts in the forest but later came to regularly 

share his bread with a bear; of how he had a 

vision of a flock of beautiful birds and of how 

he taught peasants better methods for 

cultivating the soil. 

 

“If you want to serve God, prepare your heart 

not for food, not for drink, not for rest, not for 

ease, but for suffering, so that you may endure 

all temptations, trouble and sorrow. Prepare for 

severities, fasts, spiritual struggles and many 

afflictions, for “by many afflictions is it 

appointed to us to enter the Kingdom of Heaven” 

(Acts 14,22); ‘The Heavenly Kingdom is taken by 

force, and those who use force, seize it.’ (Matt 

11:12) 

Whether you’re searching for a new church home 

or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 

you have a prayer request, are 

looking for more information 

about the Orthodox Faith, would 

like to join our parish, or would 

like to speak with Fr Thomas, we 

invite you to scan the QR Code 

as your offering today. Please join us downstairs 

following the service. We want to get to know 

you! God bless you! 

Sunday, July 5 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

    1:00 pm   Russian Book Club «Читальня» 

 

No Daily Matins or Office Hours this week 

No Classes this week 

 

Thursday, July 9 

    7:00 pm   Men’s Fellowship 

Saturday, July 11 

    4:30 pm   Confessions 

    5:00 pm   Parish Vigil 

Sunday, July 12 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

 

Remember that the parish relies on your 

generous and consistent donations to 

operate. Please pledge a portion of your income 

as a firstfruits offering to God, so that our 

parish can continue to fulfill the calling of God 

in the Pittsburgh area. 

                            Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 
Deacon John Skowron, Attached 

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs 
 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 
OrthodoxPittsburgh.org                                July 5, 2026 

Announcements 
 Please see the special email that was sent to all 

parishioners yesterday about the special statement 

of the Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in 

America on the 250th anniversary of the United 

States of America. May God watch over our land! 

 

 Russian book club «Читальня» meets on Sun-

day, July 5 at 1:00 pm in the educational building. 

We read and discuss Dante Alighieri’s “Divine Com-

edy”. All Russian speakers are welcome to join. 

Please, see Kseniia Martin, 724-809-8794 for more 

information.  

 

 Mark your calendar! Vacation Church School 

will be held from Monday, July 13 to Thursday, July 

16. Registration is now closed. Please contact 

Matushka Katrina Skowron with any questions. 

 

 On Sunday, July 12, the coffee hour program will 

be switching over to a teams format. Teams 

consisting of several families will be responsible for 

the set-up, clean-up, and providing light 

refreshments to parishioners and guests. All 

households who have members under the age of 

75 will be designated to a team. A team leader will 

be in touch with you this week with your assigned 

coffee hour dates. 

 

 July Church Schedule: In July we cut back the 

daily Matins, office hours, and classes, and 

occasionally Saturday evening Vigil, to give a time 

for vacations. Please check the online calendar for 

the latest information about schedules for any 

changes or updates. .  

Schedule This Week 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 



Tone 4 Troparion (Resurrection) 

When the women disciples of the Lord learned 

from the angel 

the joyous message of Thy Resurrection, 

they cast away the ancestral curse 

and elatedly told the apostles: 

“Death is overthrown! 

Christ God is risen,// 

granting the world great mercy!” 

 

Tone 4  Troparion (St Nicholas) 

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 

an image of humility, and a teacher of 

abstinence. 

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to 

you! 

Because of your poverty riches were granted to 

you! 

O holy Bishop Nicholas, 

pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 

 

Tone 8 Troparion (Ven. Sergius)   

From thy youth thou didst receive Christ into thy 

soul, O ven’rable one, 

and above all didst desire to leave behind the 

turmoil of the world. 

Thou didst courageously settle in the wilderness, 

where thou didst raise children in obedience, 

the fruits of humility. 

Thus, as an abode of the Trinity, thou didst 

enlighten all who approached in faith and 

didst grant healing to all.// 

O our Father Sergius, pray to Christ God that our 

souls may be saved! 

 

Tone 4 Kontakion  (Resurrection) 

My Savior and Redeemer 

as God rose from the tomb and delivered the 

earth-born from their chains. 

He has shattered the gates of hell, 

and as Master,// 

He has risen on the third day! 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 8 Kontakion (Ven. Sergius) 

Having risen from the earth today and shining 

like the sun, 

thy precious and incorrupt relics are as 

fragrant flowers, scented with miracles, 

granting healing to all the faithful, and making 

glad thy flock which thou didst wisely 

gather and tend. 

Now as thou standest before the throne of the 

Trinity, entreat God’s help and grace for 

them and for all Orthodox Christians,// 

so that we may sing: “Rejoice, O divinely-wise 

Sergius!” 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos) 

Steadfast protectress of Christians, 

constant advocate before the Creator, 

do not despise the cry of us sinners, 

but in your goodness come speedily to help us 

who call on you in faith. 

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to 

intercede for us, O Theotokos 

For you always protect those who honor you. 

 

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; / in 

wisdom hast Thou made them all. (Ps. 103:26) 

 

Epistle Romans 10:1-10 

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God 

for Israel is that they may be saved. For I bear 

them witness that they have a zeal for God, but 

not according to knowledge. For they being 

ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to 

establish their own righteousness, have not 

submitted to the righteousness of God. For 

Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 

everyone who believes. 

 

For Moses writes about the righteousness 

which is of the law, “The man who does those 

things shall live by them.” But the 

righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do 

not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 

heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down from 

above) or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ 

” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in 

your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the 

word of faith which we preach): that if you 

confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 

believe in your heart that God has raised Him 

from the dead, you will be saved. For with the 

heart one believes unto righteousness, and with 

the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

 

Gospel Matthew 8:28-9:1 

When He had come to the other side, to the 

country of the Gergesenes, there met Him two 

demon-possessed men, coming out of the 

tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could 

pass that way. And suddenly they cried out, 

saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, 

You Son of God? Have You come here to 

torment us before the time?” 

 

Now a good way off from them there was a 

herd of many swine feeding. So the demons 

begged Him, saying, “If You cast us out, permit 

us to go away into the herd of swine.” 

 

And He said to them, “Go.” So when they had 

come out, they went into the herd of swine. 

And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran 

violently down the steep place into the sea, and 

perished in the water. 

 

Then those who kept them fled; and they went 

away into the city and told everything, 

including what had happened to the demon-

possessed men. And behold, the whole city 

came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw 

Him, they begged Him to depart from their 

region. 

 

So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to 

His own city. 

 

Communion Hymn  

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest!  (Ps 148:1) The righteous shall be in 

everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil 

tidings! (Ps. 111:6) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
he devil approaches the God-man with 

temptations. Who among men is free of them? 

He who goes according to the will of the evil 

one does not experience attacks, but is simply turned 
more and more toward evil. As soon as one begins to 

come to himself and intends to begin a new life 

according to God’s will, immediately the entire satanic 

realm enters into action: they hasten to scatter good 

thoughts and the intentions of the repentant one in any 
way they can. If they do not manage to turn him aside, 

they attempt to hinder his good repentance and 

confession; if they do not manage to do that, they 

contrive to sow tares amidst the fruits of repentance 
and disrupt his labors of cleansing the heart. If they do 

not succeed in suggesting evil they attempt to distort 

the truth; if they are repulsed inwardly they attack 

outwardly, and so on until the end of one’s life. They 
do not even let one die in peace; even after death they 

pursue the soul, until it escapes the aerial space where 

they hover and congregate. 

 

You ask, “What should we do? It is hopeless and 
terrifying!” For a believer there is nothing terrifying 

here, because near a God-fearing man demons only 

busy themselves, but they do not have any power over 

him. A sober man of prayer shoots arrows against 
them, and they stay far away from him, not daring to 

approach, and fearing the defeat which they have 

already experienced. 

 
If they succeed in something, it is due to our 

blundering. We slacken our attention, or allow 

ourselves to be distracted by their phantoms, and they 

immediately come and disturb us more boldly. If you 
do not come to your senses in time they will whirl you 

about; but if a soul does come to its senses they again 

recoil and spy from afar to see whether it is possible to 

approach again somehow. 

 
So be sober, watch, and pray—and the enemies will do 

nothing to you.                 -St Theophan the Recluse 

T

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, July 5 


