Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob
Brewster. Recovering at Home: John Mahalchak
(son). Larry Polny, Natalie Tooch, Shut in,
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie
Popovich, Michael Soroka.

» Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for the
departed servants, (father) Charles,
(grandfathers) Andrew & Theodore and
(godfather) Joe Dyczko. From Doris Wasilko for
the departed servants, (father) Charles, and
(grandfathers) Andrew & Theodore; for the
health of brother, Charles. From Marsha
Wasilko for the departed servants, (father)
Charles, (grandfathers) Andrew & Theodore and
(godfather) Michael Dyczko; for the health of the
Wasilko family. From John Mahalchak family
for the departed servants, (father) John,
Veronica, Dimitri, Anna, Helen, John, Mary,
Elaine, Edward, Katherine, and Anthony; for the
health of John, Cheryl, John, Daniel, Mary,
Gregory, Cindy, Joseph, Margaret, and Richard;
special intention and safe travels for family.
From John Kowalchek for the health of Olga
Cozza. From John & Olga for the health of Galina
Vilkova; for Adam Keith Kowalcheck on his
birthday. From Nancy Shaytar for the departed
servants, husband, George. From Katarina Mertz
for the departed servant, Janice Bosko. From
Irene Kulchock for the departed servant, Elaine
Urda; for the health of family. From Mr. & Mrs.
Richard Blaha for the departed servants,
(fathers) Pete (5 yrs) and Leo, grandfathers,
godfathers, Helen, and newly departed; for the
health of family, friends, siblings, & serving
soldiers; special intention, peace, and birthdays~
especially Marilyn.

» Thank you to our June donors! From Marsha
Wasilko ($50 Holy Bread) for the health of the
Wasilko Family. From the Robes Family ($40
Commuinion Wine) in memory of Georgiann
Robes on her 8o birthday.

Unmercenaries Cyrus and John
Saint Cyrus was a noted physician in the city of
Alexandria, where he had been born and raised. He
was a Christian and he treated the sick without
charge, not only curing their bodily afflictions, but
also healing their spiritual infirmities. He would say,
“Whoever wishes to avoid being ill should refrain
from sin, for sin is often the cause of bodily illness.”
Preaching the Gospel, the holy physician converted
many pagans to Christ. During the persecution by
Diocletian (284-305), Saint Cyrus withdrew into
Arabia, where he became a monk. He continued to
heal people by his prayer, having received from God
the gift to heal every sickness.

In the city of Edessa at this time lived the soldier
John, a pious Christian. When the persecution
started, he went to Jerusalem and there he heard
about Saint Cyrus. He began to search for him, going
first to Alexandria and then to Arabia. When Saint
John finally found Saint Cyrus, he remained with
him and became his faithful follower.

They learned of the arrest of the Christian woman
Athanasia and her three young daughters. Theoctiste
was fifteen; Theodota, was thirteen; and Eudoxia,
was eleven. Saints Cyrus and John hastened to the
prison to help them. They were concerned that faced
with torture, the women might renounce Christ.

Saints Cyrus and John gave them courage to endure
what lay before them. Learning of this, the ruler of
the city arrested Saints Cyrus and John, and seeing
their steadfast and fearless confession of faith in
Christ, he brought Athanasia and her daughters to
witness their torture. The tyrant did not refrain
from any form of torture against the holy martyrs.
The women were not frightened by the sufferings of
Saints Cyrus and John, but courageously continued
to confess Christ. They were flogged and then
beheaded, receiving their crowns of martyrdom.

At the same place they executed the Holy
Unmercenaries Cyrus and John. Christians buried
their bodies in the church of the holy Evangelist
Mark. In the fifth century the relics of Saints Cyrus
and John were transferred from Canopis to
Manuphin. Later on their relics were transferred to
Rome, and from there to Munchen (Munich). They
are invoked by those who have sleeping issues.

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached

Deacon John Skowron, Attached

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs
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K Eg s ORTHODOX CHURCH
Whether you’re searching for a new church home
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If
you have a prayer request, are E E.E
looking for more information
about the Orthodox Faith, would
like to join our parish, or would -
like to speak with Fr Thomas, we E T
invite you to scan the QR Code
as your offering today. Please join us downstairs
following the service. We want to get to know
you! God bless you!

Schedule This Week

Sunday, June 28
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Monday, June 29: Feast of Sts Peter and Paul
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, June 30
9:00 am Daily Matins
9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Thursday, July 2
No Matins or Office Hours
Saturday, July 4
No Class or Vigil
Sunday, July 5
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Remember that the parish relies on your
generous and consistent donations to
operate. Please pledge a portion of your income
as a firstfruits offering to God, so that our
parish can continue to fulfill the calling of God
in the Pittsburgh area.

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA
OrthodoxPittsburgh.org

Announcements

» Mark your calendar! Vacation Church School
will be held from Monday, July 13 to Thursday, July
16. More information to come. Please contact
Matushka Katrina Skowron with any questions.

June 28, 2026

> July Church Schedule: In July we cut back the
daily Matins, office hours, and classes, and
occasionally Saturday evening Vigil, to give a time
for vacations. Please check the online calendar for
the latest information about schedules for any
changes or updates. Note: No Vigil on Saturday,

July 4

> On Sunday, July 12, the coffee hour program will
be switching over to a teams format. Teams
consisting of several families will be responsible for
the set-up, clean-up, and providing light
refreshments to parishioners and guests. All
households who have members under the age of
75 will be designated to a team. A team leader will
be in touch with you this week with your assigned
coffee hour dates.

The Orthodox Pen Club meets today at 1:00 pm in
the educational building. “The Art of Slavic
Vyaz workshop, no calligraphy skills needed.

Russian book club «UYuTtanbHsi» meets on Sunday,
July 5 at 1:00 pm in the educational building. We
read and discuss Dante Alighieri’s “Divine Comedy”.
All Russian speakers are welcome to join.

Please, see Kseniia Martin, 724-809-8794 for more
information.

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.



Hymns and Readings for Sunday, June 28

Tone 3 Troparion (Resurrection)

Let the heavens rejoice!

Let the earth be glad!

For the Lord has shown strength with His arm.
He has trampled down death by death.

He has become the first born of the dead.

He has delivered us from the depths of hell,
and has granted to the world//

great mercy.

Tone 4 Troparion (St Nicholas)

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence.

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to

you!
Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!

O holy Bishop Nicholas,
pray to Christ our God to save our souls.

Tone 5 Troparion

O Christ God,

Thou hast given given us the miracles of Thy
martyrs Cyrus and John,

as an invincible rampart;

through their prayers frustrate the plans of
the heathens,

and strengthen the faith of the
Orthodox Christians, //

for Thou alone art good and lovest mankind.

(Sts. Cyrus and John)

Tone 3 Kontakion (Resurrection)

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O
Merciful One,

leading us from the gates of death.

On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices;

with the Prophets and Patriarchs//

they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy

power.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Tone 3 Kontakion (Sts. Cyrus and John)

Having received the gift of miracles through
divine grace, O saints,

you work wonders in the world unceasingly.

You remove all of our passions through your
invisible surgery,

divinely-wise Cyrus and glorious John,//

for you are truly divine physicians.

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos)

Steadfast protectress of Christians,

constant advocate before the Creator,

do not despise the cry of us sinners,

but in your goodness come speedily to help us
who call on you in faith.

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to
intercede for us, O Theotokos

For you always protect those who honor you.

Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing
praises to our King, sing praises! (Ps. 46:6)

Epistle Romans 6:18-23

And having been set free from sin, you became
slaves of righteousness. I speak in human
terms because of the weakness of your flesh.
For just as you presented your members as
slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness
leading to more lawlessness, so now present
your members as slaves of righteousness for
holiness.

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free
in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you
have then in the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those things is death.
But now having been set free from sin, and
having become slaves of God, you have your
fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel Matthew 8:5-13

Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a
centurion came to Him, pleading with Him,
saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home
paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.”

And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal
him.”

The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am
not worthy that You should come under my
roof. But only speak a word, and my servant
will be healed. For I also am a man under
authority, having soldiers under me. And I say
to this one, ‘Go,” and he goes; and to another,
‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do
this,” and he does it.”

When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to
those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I
have not found such great faith, not even in
Israel! And I say to you that many will come
from east and west, and sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be
cast out into outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Then Jesus
said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you
have believed, so let it be done for you.” And
his servant was healed that same hour.

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him
in the highest! (Ps 148:1) Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia!

Be on Guard for your Soul

Let us not then be confident who stand, but let us
say to ourselves, Let him that thinks he stands
take heed lest he fall; 1 Corinthians 10:12 neither
let us who are fallen despair, but let us say to
ourselves, He that falls, does he not arise?
Jeremiah 8:4 For many even who have mounted

to the very summit of Heaven, and have shown
forth all austerity, and had made their abode in the
deserts, nor saw any woman so much as in a dream;
having become a little remiss, have been tripped up,
and have come unto the very gulf of wickedness.
While others again from thence have gone up to
Heaven, and from the stage and orchestra have
passed over unto the discipline of angels, and have
displayed so great virtue, as to drive away devils,
and to work many other such miracles. And of these
examples both the Scriptures are full, and our life is
also full. Even whoremongers and effeminate
persons stop the mouths of the Manichaeans, who
say that wickedness is immoveable, enrolling
themselves on the devil's side, and weakening the
hands of them that would wish to be in earnest, and
overturning all our life.

For they who inculcate these things, not only injure
men as to the future, but here also turn all things
upside down, for their own part at least. Because
when will any regard virtue, from among those that
are living in wickedness, so long as he accounts his
return that way, and his change for the better, a
thing impossible? For if now, when both laws exist,
and penalties are threatened, and there is common
opinion to recall the ordinary sort, and hell is
looked for, and a kingdom promised, and wrong
things reproached, and the good praised; hardly do
any choose the labors that are to be undergone for
virtue's sake: should you take away all these things,
what is there to hinder ruin and corruption
universal?

Knowing therefore the devil's craft, and that as well
the lawgivers of the Gentiles as the oracles of God,
and the reasonings of nature, and the common
opinion of all men, yea barbarians, and Scythians,
and Thracians, and generally all, are directly
opposed both to these, and to such as strive to enact
the doctrines of fate: let us be sober, beloved, and
bidding farewell to all those, let us travel along the
narrow way, being both confident and in fear: in
fear because of the precipices on either side,
confident because of Jesus our guide. Let us travel
on, sober and wakeful. For though but for a little
while one slumber, he is swept away quickly.



