Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob
Brewster. Recovering at Home: John Mahalchak
(son). Larry Polny, Natalie Tooch, Shut in,
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie
Popovich, Michael Soroka.

» Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for the
departed servant, Uncle Bill Falick; for the health
of Larry & Suzy Polny. From Doris Wasilko for
the departed servant, Uncle Bill Falick; for the
health of Chuck, Larry & Suzy Polny; Happy
Birthday & Many Years Mat. Nancy. From
Marsha Wasilko for the departed servant, Uncle
William Falick; for the health of the Wasilko
family, and Larry & Suzy Polny; Happy Birthday
& Many Years to Mat. Nancy Mell! From Mat.
Nancy K. Mell & Gregory Mell for the departed
servants, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the health of
family. From John Mahalchak family for the
departed servants, family, friends, John,
Veronica, John, Mary, Anna, Helen, Raymond,
Olga, Elaine, Denise, and Anthony; for the health
of friends & family, John, Cheryl, John, Daniel,
Mary, Gregory, Cindy, Joseph, Margaret, and
Richard; special intention. From John & Olga for
the health of Galina Vilkova and birthday
blessings for Seraphima, Christopher, and Ruth.
From Annaliese Mertz for the departed servant,
Janice Bosko. From Nancy Shaytar for the
departed servant, husband, George; for the
health of Suzy & Larry Polny, Linda Shaytar, and
Cathy Namisnak. From Ethan Griffin for the
departed servant, Janice Bosko. From Donya
Yewisiak for the departed servant, John
Pravlochak~ memory eternal.

» Thank you to our June donors! From Marsha
Wasilko ($50 Holy Bread) for the health of the
Wasilko Family. From the Robes Family ($40
Commuinion Wine) in memory of Georgiann
Robes on her 80" birthday. If you would like to
sponsor any of the monthly categories, please go
to the candle desk and sign up.

On the Apostolic Mission

Only those being saved by faith in Christ
through God's grace are empowered by the
Holy Spirit to serve as apostles. They never
cease working out their salvation in fear and
trembling before God who wills and works in
them for his good pleasure, which is that all
people might be saved and come to the
knowledge of the truth.

Those being saved by grace through Christ and
the Holy Spirit take every thought captive for
the sake of Christ and crucify their flesh with
its passions and desires, lest they who preach
to others themselves be disqualified. They beg
God for the fruit of the Holy Spirit so that,
having preached and prophesied and healed
and restored -- and perhaps even worked
miracles in the name of Christ -- they may not
hear the awesome words of the Master on the
day of judgement. "I never knew you, depart
from me, you evildoers" (Mt 7:23). Filled with
love and compassion for those to whom they
are sent and whose cause they plead before
God, such missionaries and apostles are ready
to use everything the Lord provides in order to
share with others what they have received.
They cannot do otherwise. The love of God
compels them. They are God's slaves, and the
slaves of all with Jesus Christ, in perfect
freedom. Joyfully, gratefully and eagerly they
become all things to all people that by all
means at least some may be saved through
their service.

We can be confident that God, who never
leaves himself without witnesses, will find such
people to carry on the mission of the Orthodox
Church in North America today. We trust in the
promises of Christ. - Fr Thomas Hopko, 1996
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Whether you’re searching for a new church home
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If
you have a prayer request, are :
looking for more information E E
about the Orthodox Faith, would
like to join our parish, or would
like to speak with Fr Thomas, we
invite you to scan the QR Code
as your offering today. Please join us downstairs
following the service. We want to get to know
you! God bless you!

Schedule This Week

Sunday, June 14

10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, June 16

9:00 am Daily Matins

9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Thursday, June 18

9:00 am Daily Matins

9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Saturday, June 20

3:30 pm Exploring Orthodoxy Class

4:30 pm Confessions

5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, June 21

10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Father’s Day Luncheon

Please remember that our parish relies on
your generous and regularly given offerings to
function. Please ensure that you are reviewing
your giving as a sign of your commitment to
Christ as an offering of thanksgiving to Him

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA
OrthodoxPittsburgh.org

Announcements

» Next Sunday we will hold our annual Father’s
Day Luncheon. Please read the special email that
is being sent regarding next Sunday’s visit of our
bishop, His Eminence Archbishop Melchisedek.

June 14, 2026

> On Sunday, July 12, the coffee hour program
will be switching over to a teams format.
Teams consisting of several families will be
responsible for the set-up, clean-up, and
providing light refreshments to parishioners and
guests. All households who have members
under the age of 75 will be designated to a
team. A team leader will be in touch with you
this week with your assigned coffee hour dates.
Participation is optional for any households over
the age of 75, but you may reach out to Melissa
Graff if you would like to be included on a team.
Thank you for your help to providing fellowship
to our community after the liturgy.

» Mark your calendar! Vacation Church School
will be held from Monday, July 13 to Thursday,
July 16. More information to come. Please contact
Matushka Katrina Skowron with any questions.

» July Church Schedule: In July we cut back the
daily Matins, office hours, and classes, and
occasionally Saturday evening Vigil, to give a
time for vacations. Please check the online
calendar for the latest information about
schedules for any changes or updates.

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.



Hymns and Readings for Sunday, June 14

Tone 1 Troparion (Resurrection)

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews,

while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure
body,

Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior,

granting life to the world.

The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O
Giver of Life:

“Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!

Glory to Thy Kingdom!//

Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who lovest
mankind!”

Tone 8 Troparion (All Saints of America)

As the bountiful harvest of Thy sowing of
salvation,

the lands of North America offer to Thee, O Lord,
all the saints who have shone in them.

By their prayers keep the Church and our land in
abiding peace//

through the Theotokos, O most Merciful One!

Tone 1 Kontakion (Resurrection)
As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory,
raising the world with Thyself.

Human nature praises Thee as God, for death has

vanished.

Adam exults, O Master!

Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and
cries to Thee://

“Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O
Christ!”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit.

Tone 3 Kontakion (All Saints of America)

Today the choir of Saints who were pleasing to
God in the lands of North America

now stands before us in the Church and invisibly
prays to God for us.

With them the Angels glorify Him,

and all the Saints of the Church of Christ keep
festival with them;//

and together they all pray for us to the Pre-
eternal God.

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos)

Steadfast protectress of Christians,

constant advocate before the Creator,

do not despise the cry of us sinners,

but in your goodness come speedily to help us
who call on you in faith.

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to
intercede for us, O Theotokos

For you always protect those who honor you.

Tone 1 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have
set our hope on Thee! (Ps. 32:22)

Tone 7 Prokeimenon (All Saints of America)
Precious in the sight of the Lord / is the death
of His saints. (Ps. 115:6)

Epistle of the Sunday (Rom 2:10-16)

...but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who
works what is good, to the Jew first and also to
the Greek. For there is no partiality with God.

For as many as have sinned without law will
also perish without law, and as many as have
sinned in the law will be judged by the law (for
not the hearers of the law are just in the sight
of God, but the doers of the law will be
justified; for when Gentiles, who do not have
the law, by nature do the things in the law,
these, although not having the law, are a law to
themselves, who show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness, and between themselves their
thoughts accusing or else excusing them) in the

day when God will judge the secrets of men by
Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.

Epistle of the Sunday (Mt 4:18-23)

And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw
two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew
his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they
were fishermen. Then He said to them, “Follow
Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” They
immediately left their nets and followed Him.

Going on from there, He saw two other
brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their
father, mending their nets. He called them, and
immediately they left the boat and their father,
and followed Him.

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and
all kinds of disease among the people.

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him
in the highest! (Ps 148:1) Rejoice in the Lord, O
you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Centrality of Jesus

Everyone in the Church -- first of all her clergy
and lay leaders -- must be convinced that
everything in the Church begins and ends with
Jesus. This may seem too obvious to say, but it
must be emphasized since it is so easily
forgotten and so often betrayed.

In many Orthodox Churches and church
institutions in North America today Christ and
his gospel serve merely as a pretext for a
variety of religious, ecclesiastical, social and
political ideas and activities which have little,
if anything, to do with the Lord's mission in the
world. These ideas and activities may be old-
fashioned or modern, spiritualistic or secular,

relativistic or sectarian, political or pietistic.
They may also be sophisticated or simplistic,
intellectual or popular, refined or vulgar. But
whatever or however they are, they are not
rooted in Jesus Christ as he really is. Nor are they
guided and guarded by the gospel image and
teaching of and about Jesus and God. Nor are
they inspired, instructed and informed by the
Holy Spirit who is always and everywhere the
Spirit of God and of Christ.

Since the Church's mission is Christ's own, it
always begins with the person and doctrine of
Jesus proclaimed in the synoptic gospels, the
Church's basic kerygma. Mission does not begin
with theology, even the Church's "original
theology" recorded in the Gospel according to St.
John. Nor does it begin with dogma or liturgy,
spirituality or piety, mysticism or activism.

To be Orthodox Christians, men and women must
first encounter Jesus in his humanity. They must
hear his messianic words and see his messianic
signs. They must come to confess him as "the
Christ, the Son of the living God" (Mt 16:18). And
they must behold him crucified. Only then can
they come to know and believe in him as the
risen Lord. And only then can they confess and
worship him as God's incarnate Word, one of the
Holy Trinity; the one by, in and for whom all
things are made; the theanthropic Master and
Head of the universe.

That Christian faith and life originates with the
man Jesus is of supreme importance for Orthodox
missionary activity. This rule applies as much for
missionary work among the "cradle Orthodox"
who have been raised in the Church from infancy
as it does to adult men and women who enter the
Orthodox Church from outside, whatever their
background, knowledge and experience. Before
everything else, members of the Orthodox Church
are "members of Christ" (1 Cor 6:15). They must,
therefore, know Christ as he really is and accept
him as such.

Fr Thomas Hopko, 1996



