
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob 

Brewster. Recovering at Home:  John Mahalchak 

(son). Natalie Tooch,  Shut in, Rehabilitation, or 

Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka. 
 

 Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

departed servants, Aunt Ann Panik, Grandfather, 

Andrew Wasilko, and Uncle Ed Hollenbach. From 

Doris Wasilko for the departed servants, Aunt Ann 

Panik, Grandfather, Andrew Wasilko, and Uncle Ed 

Hollenbach; for the health of the Wasilko family. 

From Marsha Wasilko for the departed servants, 

Aunt Ann Panik, Grandfather, Andrew Wasilko, and 

Uncle Ed Hollenbach; for the health of the Wasilko 

family. From John Mahalchak family for the 

departed servants, friends and family, Dimitri, 

Anna, Helen, John, Veronica, Olga, and Raymond; 

the health of friends & family, John, Cheryl, John, 

Gregory, Cindy, Richard, Mary, Joseph, Anthony, 

John Edward, and Margaret; special intention. From 

Mat. Nancy Mell & Gregory Mell for the departed 

servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the health of Richard 

Wright and family. From Nancy Shaytar for the 

departed servant, husband, George; for the health 

of Linda Shaytar. From Nancy Pravlochak for the 

departed servants, husband, John, and our parents; 

for the health of our family, brother, David, and 

Happy Birthday Emma-1yr. old. Our great 

grandchildren. From John & Olga for the departed 

servant, Mary (Pohopin) Belovsky; for the health of 
Galina Vilkova; Peter Kowalcheck on his birthday. 

From Lindy Hamilton for the health of Cathy 

Namisnak and the Hamilton, Scott, & DeLuca 

families; for special intentions. From Mr. & Mrs. 

Richard Blaha for the departed servants, parents, 

brothers, family , friends, and newly departed, 

David, Bill, Billy, Mary, and Lillian; for the health of 

family, friends, siblings, & serving soldiers; special 

intention, peace, birthdays, and anniversaries. 

 

 Thank you to our May donors! From Yulia 

(Altar Candles $50) in memory of Vladimir; from 

John Mahalchak family (Incense $190) for the 

health of and in memory of family and friends 

and for special intention.  

First Ecumenical Council  
On the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the 

three hundred eighteen God-bearing Fathers of the 

First Ecumenical Council held in Nicaea of Bithynia. 

 

The reason we celebrate this feast today is as 
follows: after our Lord Jesus Christ took flesh and 

fulfilled His ineffable dispensation for us, He 

returned to the throne of the Father. It was the 

desire of the Saints to show that the Son of God had 
truly become man, that He had ascended as perfect 

man and perfect God into Heaven and is seated at 

the right of the glory on high. This council of Holy 

Fathers proclaimed and confessed that the Son is of 
the same essence and honor as the Father. 

Therefore, following the feast of the glorious 

Ascension, this present feast has been set forth in 

order to add to the already large number of Fathers 
who preached that He Who has Ascended in the flesh 

is both perfect God and perfect Man in the flesh. 

 

This Council took place during the twentieth year of 

the reign of St. Constantine the Great, following the 
period in which the Christians were persecuted by 

the pagans. At first, St. Constantine reigned in Rome, 

but later, in the year 5838 from the creation of the 

world (330 A.D.), he built the beautiful city that 
bears his name. It was also at this time that the 

situation regarding Arius arose. Arius was originally 

from Libya but came to Alexandria and was ordained 

to the diaconate by the Hieromartyr Peter of 
Alexandria (comm. Nov. 25). However, in 315 Arius 

began to blaspheme against the Son of God, loudly 

vilifying Him and saying that He is a creature, born 

out of nonexistence, and distant from the honor of 

the Godhead. He claimed that it was wrong to call 
Him the Wisdom and Word of God, thinking that he 

was thus opposing the lawless Sabellius who claimed 

that the Godhead is one single person and essence 

who is at times the Father, at times the Son, and at 
times the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Fathers spoke in regard to Arius and 

anathematized not only him, but all those who were 
in agreement with him. The Holy Fathers confessed 

that the Word of God is of the same essence and 

honor with the Father and co-unoriginate with the 

Father. They then formulated the Symbol of Faith 
through, “And I believe in the Holy Spirit...” 

Whether you’re searching for a new church home 

or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 

you have a prayer request, are 

looking for more information 

about the Orthodox Faith, would 

like to join our parish, or would 

like to speak with Fr Thomas, we 

invite you to scan the QR Code 

as your offering today. Please join us downstairs 

following the service. We want to get to know 

you! God bless you! 
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    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, May 26 
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    5:00 pm   Festal Vigil 
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Announcements 
 We congratulate Reader Alexei Listvinsky upon his 
graduation from St Vladimir’s Seminary last week. He 

was awarded the Master of Divinity degree with the 

distinction summa cum laude (lit “with highest 

praise”) as well as given a commendation for his 
“service to the seminary community.” His thesis is 

entitled, “And Visit This Vine: The Hierarchical Liturgy 

and the Theology of the Episcopacy.” Upon graduation, 

Reader Alexei has accepted a full-time position with 

the Orthodox Church in America’s Diocese of the West 
as the Director of Church Growth. He will assist in 

various diocesan 

ministries at the 

direction of Bishop 
Vasily of San 

Francisco, laboring in 

his native home of 

California and 
throughout the vast 

diocese covering eight states. Alexei previously 

graduated from Penn State University in 2019, 

becoming a member of our parish after taking a job 

with PNC in cybersecurity. We will miss Alexei’s 
presence in the Pittsburgh area and wish him much 

success in his new role. May God grant him many 

blessed years! 

 
 Thank you to everyone who worked so diligently 

yesterday during our gardening day. We are grateful 

for your dedication to ensure that our property’s 

appearance reflects our important mission in 
Pittsburgh. May God bless you for your faithfulness. 

Thank you also to Melissa Graff for her leadership and 

enthusiasm to beautify our property 

  

Schedule This Week 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 



Tone   6 Troparion (Resurrection) 

The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; 

the guards became as dead men. 

Mary stood by Thy grave, 

seeking Thy most pure body. 

Thou didst capture hell not being tempted by it. 

Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. 

O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead,// 

glory to Thee.   

 

Tone 4 Troparion (Ascension) 

Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, 

granting joy to Thy Disciples by the promise of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Through the blessing, they were assured 

that Thou art the Son of God,// 

the Redeemer of the world!             

 

Tone 8 Troparion (Fathers) 

Thou art most glorious, O Christ our God, 

Who hast established the Holy Fathers as lights 

on the earth. 

Through them Thou hast guided us to the True 

Faith.// 

O greatly compassionate One, glory to Thee! 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 8 Kontakion (Fathers) 

The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ 

doctrines have established one Faith for the 

Church. 

Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from 

heavenly theology,// 

It defines and glorifies the great mystery of piety. 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion 

When Thou hadst fulfilled the dispensation for 

our sake, 

and united earth to heaven, 

Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God,  

not being parted from those who love Thee, 

but remaining with them and crying:// 

“I am with you, and there is no one against 

you!” 

 

Tone 4 Prokeimenon  (Song of the Three Youths) 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, / 

and praised and glorified is Thy Name forever!  

 

Epistle Acts 20:16-18, 28-36 

For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so 

that he would not have to spend time in Asia; 

for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if 

possible, on the Day of Pentecost. 

 

From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for 

the elders of the church. And when they had 

come to him, he said to them: “You know, from 

the first day that I came to Asia, in what 

manner I always lived among you, 

 

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the 

flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made 

you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 

which He purchased with His own blood. For I 

know this, that after my departure savage 

wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 

flock. Also from among yourselves men will 

rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away 

the disciples after themselves. Therefore 

watch, and remember that for three years I did 

not cease to warn everyone night and day with 

tears. 

 

“So now, brethren, I commend you to God and 

to the word of His grace, which is able to build 

you up and give you an inheritance among all 

those who are sanctified. I have coveted no 

one’s silver or gold or apparel. Yes, you 

yourselves know that these hands have 

provided for my necessities, and for those who 

were with me. I have shown you in every way, 

by laboring like this, that you must support the 

weak. And remember the words of the Lord 

Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.’ ” 

 

And when he had said these things, he knelt 

down and prayed with them all. 

 

Gospel John 17:1-13 

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to 

heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. 

Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may 

glorify You, as You have given Him authority 

over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to 

as many as You have given Him. And this is 

eternal life, that they may know You, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 

I have glorified You on the earth. I have 

finished the work which You have given Me to 

do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together 

with Yourself, with the glory which I had with 

You before the world was. 

 

“I have manifested Your name to the men 

whom You have given Me out of the world. 

They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and 

they have kept Your word. Now they have 

known that all things which You have given Me 

are from You. For I have given to them the 

words which You have given Me; and they have 

received them, and have known surely that I 

came forth from You; and they have believed 

that You sent Me. 

 

“I pray for them. I do not pray for the world 

but for those whom You have given Me, for 

they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and 

Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. 

Now I am no longer in the world, but these are 

in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, 

keep through Your name those whom You have 

given Me, that they may be one as We are. 

While I was with them in the world, I kept 

them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I 

have kept; and none of them is lost except the 

son of perdition, that the Scripture might be 

fulfilled. But now I come to You, and these 

things I speak in the world, that they may have 

My joy fulfilled in themselves. 

 

Hymn to the Theotokos (Pentecostarion) 

Magnify, O my soul, Christ the Giver of Life, Who 

hath ascended from earth to heaven! 

 

We the faithful, with one accord, magnify thee, 

the Mother of God, who, beyond reason and 

understanding, ineffably gave birth in time to the 

Timeless One. 

 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Rejoice in the Lord, O you 

righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

The Tradition of Zapivka (Запивка) 
The after-communion drink of wine diluted with 

warm water a portion of the antidoron (blessed 

bread) is a long-standing Slavic tradition.  

 

Zapivka (from the Slavonic) literally means 

“washing down,” that is, a drink to wash down 

any remaining particles of the precious body 

and blood of Christ which might remain in 

your mouth. The antidoron (from the Greek) 

means “instead of the gifts” which is simply 

bread that has been blessed to consume after 

communion, or for those who did not partake, 

instead of communion. The bread is likewise 

intended to help remove any particles from our 

mouths so that we can continue to venerate the 

icons and not inadvertently have any of the 

precious gifts outside of our mouths. 

 

Today we are restoring the more traditional 

practice of drinking the zapivka from common 

cups. This is the ancient Orthodox tradition. 

For those who do not wish to consume from a 

common cup, you may use one of the plastic cups 

provided. However, children under 12 should 

only use the plastic cups. Parents should 

supervise their children strictly. 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, May 24 


