Prayers

» 111 and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob
Brewster. Recovering at Home: John Mahalchak (son).
Natalie Tooch, Shut in, Rehabilitation, or Nursing
Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka.

» Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for the
departed servant, godfather, Joseph Dichko and
mother, Mary. From Doris Wasilko for the departed
servants, mother, Mary, grandmothers, Katherine &
Susan, and Uncle Joe Dichko; for the health of Chuck.
From Marsha Wasilko for the departed servants,
Uncle Joseph Dichko, mother, Mary, grandmothers,
Susan & Katherine, and godmother, Mary Hollenbach;
for the health of the Wasilko family. From John
Mahalchak family for the departed servants, friends
and family, Dimitri, Anna, Helen, John, Veronica, and

Mary; the health of friends & family, John, Cheryl Ann,

John, Cindy, Richard, Daniel, Mary, Joseph, Anthony,
and Margaret; special intention. From Mat. Nancy
Mell & Gregory Mell for the departed servants, Dn.
Joseph Mell, Heidi Myers, and Rosemary Homer; for
the health of family; Happy Birthday & Many Years to

Marsha Wasilko. From Nancy Shaytar for the departed

servant, husband, George and John Shaytar; for the
health of Linda Shaytar, Joanne Shaytar, and Cathy
Namisnak. From Nancy Pravlochak for the departed
servants, husband, John, and our parents; for the
health of our family, brother, David, and Happy
Birthday Emma-1yr. old. From John & Olga for the
health of Galina Vilkova; Happy Birthday to Elena
Isabel Kowlacheck. From the Yurkowski family for
the departed servants, Julia & Nicholas. From Mr. &
Mrs. R. Blaha for the departed mothers,
grandmothers, godmother, parents, brothers, and
newly departed, George, Bill, Billy, Mary Lillian, Aunt
Eva, and Aunt Theresa; for the health of family,
friends, siblings, & serving soldiers, especially Zach
(recently deployed) and all those traveling; special
intention, peace, birthdays, and anniversaries; many
years for Richard & Sonia on their 38™ wedding
anniversary.

» Thank you to our May donors! From Yulia (Altar
Candles $50) in memory of Vladimir; from John
Mahalchak family (Incense $190) for the health of and
in memory of family and friends and for special
intention.

This week in Church School

Today’s lesson: The Lord's Prayer

Questions to ask/review:

e What question did the disciples ask that led
Christ to teach them the Lord's prayer?

e What does it mean that God is our Heavenly
Father?

e How can we keep God's name holy? What
does it mean to be holy?

e What would it mean for God's kingdom to
come? In what way is God's kingdom
already here?

e What are we asking by "Thy will be done"?

e What daily (essential) bread does God feed
us with? (his Body in the Eucharist)

e Why must we forgive others?

e When and where do we pray? How can we
pray more like God wants us to?

Suggested activities at home:

When you pray together as a family each night
this week, discuss one verse of the Lord's
prayer afterwards.

Prayer: O Lord, teach me to pray, may Your
will be done.

We are grateful to our church school
coordinators, teachers, students, and
parents for another outstanding year. We had
our largest church school enrollment in recent
memory. We are grateful for everyone’s
support.
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Whether you’re searching for a new church home
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If
you have a prayer request, are -,
looking for more information E E
about the Orthodox Faith, would
like to join our parish, or would o
like to speak with Fr Thomas, we E 1.
invite you to scan the QR Code
as your offering today. Please join us downstairs
following the service. We want to get to know
you! God bless you!

Schedule This Week

Sunday, May 17
10:00 am Divine Liturgy/Church School
1:00 pm Orthodox Pen Club
Tuesday, May 19
No Matins or Office Hours
Wednesday, May 20
7:00 pm Festal Vigil
Thursday, May 21: Ascension of Christ
9:30 am Festal Divine Liturgy
10:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Saturday, May 23
9:00 am Parish Grounds Keeping Event
3:30 pm Exploring Orthodoxy Class
4:30 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, May 24
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Please consider a generous gift
to support Classical Orthodox
Education in Pittsburgh:
The Saint Constantine School

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached

Deacon John Skowron, Attached

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs

| Sixth Sunday of Pascha/Healing of the Blind Man

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA
OrthodoxPittsburgh.org

Announcements

» We extend a warm welcome to Fr Andrew D Nelko,
a son of our sister parish in Ambridge PA, a former
military chaplain the US Navy, and retired (2022) from
St John Church in Campbell OH. His son, Fr Andrew P
Nelko, is the rector of St Nicholas Church in Weirton
WYV and the Dean of the Southwest Deanery of our
Archdiocese. May God bless Fr Andrew and Matushka
Tanya with many blessed years!

May 17, 2026

» Calling all green thumbs! Bring your shovels,
spades, and gloves and help to beautify the St.
Nicholas grounds. Work will begin at 9 am on
Saturday, May 23. We will be weeding, mulching, and
planting around the property. Please contact Melissa
Graff with any questions.

» We are in need of families and/or groups to sponsor
coffee hour through the month of June. This is an
important ministry in our parish. Please consider
working with other families to provide light
refreshments. Contact Melissa Graff if you would like
to partner with others but need help in doing so.

» In place of this month’s Orthodox Young Adults
meeting, members are invited to attend The
Pondering Pub for a photography night on May 22 at
6:30 pm. The evening will feature local Christian
artists and guests sharing photographs they have
either found or took, followed by guided discussion
and fellowship. Children are welcome. Snacks will be
provided. The gathering is hosted by Ryan Williams at
3127 Schieck St, Pittsburgh PA 15227. For additional
information, please contact Dan Booth.

» Fr Thomas and a group of parishioners is attending
the graduation of Reader Alexei Listvinsky from St
Vladimir’s Seminary this weekend. Fr Thomas will also
be attending a clergy retreat at Antiochian Village on
Monday and Tuesday. He will return on Wednesday for
Ascension Vigil..



Hymns and Readings for Sunday, May 17

Tone 5 Troparion (Resurrection)

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,

born for our salvation from the Virgin;

for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,
to endure death,

and to raise the dead//

by His glorious Resurrection.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Tone 4 Kontakion (Pentecostarion)

I come to Thee, O Christ, blind from birth in my
spiritual eyes,

and call to Thee in repentance://

“Thou art the most radiant Light of those in darkness.”

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 8 Kontakion (Pascha)

Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal,

Thou didst destroy the power of death.

In victory didst Thou arise, O Christ God,

proclaiming, “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing Women,//

granting peace to Thine Apostles, and bestowing
Resurrection on the fallen.

Tone 8 Prokeimenon (Pentecostarion)
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God!

(Ps. 75:10a)

Epistle Acts 16:16-34

Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain
slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us,
who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.
This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying,
“These men are the servants of the Most High God, who
proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And this she did for
many days.

But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of
her.” And he came out that very hour. But when her
masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace to the authorities.

And they brought them to the magistrates, and said,
“These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; and

they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being
Romans, to receive or observe.” Then the multitude rose
up together against them; and the magistrates tore off
their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with
rods. And when they had laid many stripes on them,
they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to
keep them securely. Having received such a charge, he
put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in
the stocks.

But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken; and
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s
chains were loosed. And the keeper of the prison,
awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open,
supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and
was about to kill himself. But Paul called with a loud
voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all
here.”

Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down
trembling before Paul and Silas. And he brought them
out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you
will be saved, you and your household.” Then they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were
in his house. And he took them the same hour of the
night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and
all his family were baptized. Now when he had brought
them into his house, he set food before them; and he
rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

Gospel John 9:1-38

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind
from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?”

Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in
him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me while
it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

When He had said these things, He spat on the ground
and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes
of the blind man with the clay. And He said to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent).

So he went and washed, and came back seeing.

Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had
seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he who sat and
begged?”

Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.”
He said, “I am he.”

Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes
opened?”

He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay
and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of
Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed, and I received
sight.”

Then they said to him, “Where is He?”
He said, “I do not know.”

They brought him who formerly was blind to the
Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked
him again how he had received his sight. He said to
them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I
see.”

Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not
from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.”

Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such
signs?” And there was a division among them.

They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about
Him because He opened your eyes?”

He said, “He is a prophet.”

But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had
been blind and received his sight, until they called the
parents of him who had received his sight. And they asked
them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born
blind? How then does he now see?”

His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is
our son, and that he was born blind; but by what means he
now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do
not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.”
His parents said these things because they feared the Jews,
for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed
that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

So they again called the man who was blind, and said to him,
“Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.”

He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do not
know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.”

Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How
did He open your eyes?”

He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become His disciples?”

Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we
are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as
for this fellow, we do not know where He is from.”

The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a
marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet
He has opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not hear
sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will,
He hears him. Since the world began it has been unheard of
that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If
this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.”

They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in
sins, and are you teaching us?” And they cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had
found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of
God?”

He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in
Him?”

And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He
who is talking with you.”

Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him.

Hymn to the Theotokos of the Feast

The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace:

“Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: ‘Rejoice, your
Son is risen from His three days in the tomb!

With Himself He has raised all the dead.”” Rejoice, O ye
people!

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory of the Lord
has shone on you. Exult now, and be glad, O Zion! Be
radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your
Son!

Communion Hymn of the Sunday

Receive the Body of Christ; taste the fountain of
immortality! Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise
Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Alleluia (3x) !



