Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob
Brewster. Recovering at Home: John Mahalchak
(son). Natalie Tooch, Shut in, Rehabilitation, or
Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka.

» Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for the
health of sisters, Doris & Marsha. From Doris
Wasilko for the departed servants, parents,
Charles & Mary; for the health of the Wasilko
family. From Marsha Wasilko for the health of
the Wasilko family. From John Mahalchak
family for the departed servants, friends and
family, Dimitri, Anna, Helen, John, Veronica,
Elaine, Mary, and Jack; the health of friends &
family, John, Cheryl, John, Ann, Gregory, Cindy,
Richard, John, Joseph, and Margaret; special
intention. From Mat. Nancy Mell & Gregory
Mell for the departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell;
for the health of family. From Nancy Shaytar for
the departed servant, husband, George; for the
health of Linda Shaytar. From Nancy Pravlochak
for the departed servants, husband, John, our
parents, and Patty Medwid; for the health of
David & our family. From Dawna Beckett for the
departed servants, father, Don Petkash, husband,
Gregory Beckett, and friend, Tom Sutton; for the
health of my mom, Pearl Jula Petkash and
Michael Beckett. From Oliver for the health of
Julie Key. From Lindy Hamilton for the health of
the Hamilton, Scott, Wolf, and DeLuca families.
From Kristie Mertz for Theo and his college
decision week! From Mr. & Mrs. R. Blaha for the
newly departed, William and our departed
parents, brothers, and family; for the health of
family, friends, siblings, & serving soldiers for
their birthdays~ especially sister, Tamara,
anniversary, special intention, and peace.

» Thank you to our April donors! From Yulia
(Altar Candles $50) in memory of Vladimir; from
John Mahalchak family (Incense $190) for the
health of and in memory of family and friends
and for special intention.

This week in Church School

Today’s lesson: The Road to Emmaus

Questions to ask/review:

Where were the men going? Why?

Who was the stranger?

What did the stranger discuss with them?
The scriptures do not specifically report
how the stranger proved Jesus was the
Messiah by explaining the Old Testament.
What may he have said and taught them?
When did they know that He was Jesus?
What are some times when you did not
realize Jesus is “with you”?

Imagine the excitement and bewilderment
of this time when the disciples first learned
that Christ was risen. What may they have
been thinking and feeling?

Suggested activities at home:

Read the scripture before bed: Luke 23:13-
39.

Go on a hike with your child.

While outside, look at the budding spring

around you and recall the rebirth of Pascha.

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, help us to see you all
the time. Amen.

And it came to pass, as he sat at table with
them, he took bread, and blessed it, and broke,
and gave it to them. And their eyes were
opened, and they knew him. Whoever then
wishes to understand what he has heard, let
him hasten to fulfill in work what he can now
understand. Behold the Lord was not known
when He was speaking, and He granted to be
known when He is eating. It follows, and he
vanished out of their sight. By the word which
is heard the spirit is kindled the chill of
dullness departs, the mind becomes awakened
with heavenly desire. It rejoices to hear
heavenly precepts, and every command in
which it is instructed, is as it were, adding
wood to the fire. - St Gregory Dialogos
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Whether you’re searching for a new church home

or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If

you have a prayer request, are E .r_E
looking for more information

about the Orthodox Faith, would
like to join our parish, or would -
like to speak with Fr Thomas, we E A
invite you to scan the QR Code

as your offering today. Please join us downstairs
following the service. We want to get to know
you! God bless you!

Schedule This Week

Sunday, May 3

10:00 am Divine Liturgy/Church School

Russian book club «Unurtaneusa» following
Tuesday, May 5

9:00 am Daily Matins

9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Thursday, May 7

9:00 am Daily Matins

9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Saturday, May 9

3:30 pm Exploring Orthodoxy Class

4:30 pm Confessions

5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, May 10

10:00 am Divine Liturgy/Church School

CHREST 5 RESEH FROM 'THE
DEAD. TRAMPLING DOWH DEATH
BY DEATH. AHD UPON THOSE H
THE TOMBS BESTOWNG LiFC.

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA
OrthodoxPittsburgh.org

Announcements

» Russian book club «UuranbHa» meets today
at 1:00 pm in the educational building. We read
and discuss Dante Alighieri’s “Divine Comedy”.
All Russian speakers are welcome to join. Please,
contact Kseniia Martin, 724-809-8794 for more
information.

May 3, 2026

» This past Thursday a wonderful gala was held
by The Saint Constantine School of Pittsburgh
to raise the necessary funds for their growing
school. Gits are necessary for the school to help
defray expenses and make it financially possible
for students to attend. Would you please consider
giving a gift to the school to support Orthodox
Christian Classical Education for our young
students? May God richly bless you! Go to
pittsburgh.saintconstantine.org for more info.

» Please remember that our parish is reliant on
your generous donations given regularly and
joyfully. Please visit
orthodoxpittsburgh.churchtrac.com and enroll in
online giving through the app or your bank. See
Kristie Mertz for assistance in online giving.!

» As we near the school year end and enter into
the summer months, please be aware that God is
good all the time. Let’s not get into the habit of
taking a summer break from church. Worship
God and be thankful to him for His goodness.

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.



Hymns and Readings for Sunday, May 3

Tone 3Troparion (Resurrection)

Let the heavens rejoice!

Let the earth be glad!

For the Lord has shown strength with His arm.
He has trampled down death by death.

He has become the first born of the dead.

He has delivered us from the depths of hell,
and has granted to the world//

great mercy.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Tone 3 Kontakion (Pentecostarion)

By Thy divine intercession, O Lord,

as Thou didst raise up the Paralytic of old,

so raise up my soul, paralyzed by sins and
thoughtless acts;

so that being saved I may sing to Thee://

“Glory to Thy power, O compassionate Christ!”

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 8 Kontakion (Pascha)

Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal,

Thou didst destroy the power of death.

In victory didst Thou arise, O Christ God,

proclaiming, “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing
Women,//

granting peace to Thine Apostles, and bestowing
Resurrection on the fallen.

Tone 1 Prokeimenon (Pentecostarion)
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have
set our hope on Thee! (Ps. 32:22)

Epistle of the Sunday (Acts 9:32-42)

Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all
parts of the country, that he also came down to
the saints who dwelt in Lydda. There he found a
certain man named Aeneas, who had been
bedridden eight years and was paralyzed. And
Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals
you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he arose

immediately. So all who dwelt at Lydda and
Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

At Joppa there was a certain disciple named
Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This
woman was full of good works and charitable
deeds which she did. But it happened in those
days that she became sick and died. When they
had washed her, they laid her in an upper
room. And since Lydda was near Joppa, and the
disciples had heard that Peter was there, they
sent two men to him, imploring him not to
delay in coming to them. Then Peter arose and
went with them. When he had come, they
brought him to the upper room. And all the
widows stood by him weeping, showing the
tunics and garments which Dorcas had made
while she was with them. But Peter put them
all out, and knelt down and prayed. And
turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.”
And she opened her eyes, and when she saw
Peter she sat up. Then he gave her his hand and
lifted her up; and when he had called the saints
and widows, he presented her alive. And it
became known throughout all Joppa, and many
believed on the Lord.

Gospel of the Sunday (John 5:1-15)

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in
Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is
called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five
porches. In these lay a great multitude of sick
people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the
moving of the water. For an angel went down
at a certain time into the pool and stirred up
the water; then whoever stepped in first, after
the stirring of the water, was made well of
whatever disease he had. Now a certain man
was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight
years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and
knew that he already had been in that condition
a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be

made well?”

The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no
man to put me into the pool when the water is
stirred up; but while I am coming, another
steps down before me.”

Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and
walk.” And immediately the man was made
well, took up his bed, and walked.

And that day was the Sabbath. The Jews
therefore said to him who was cured, “It is the
Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your
bed.”

He answered them, “He who made me well said
to me, ‘Take up your bed and walk.” ”

Then they asked him, “Who is the Man who
said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” But
the one who was healed did not know who it
was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude
being in that place. Afterward Jesus found him
in the temple, and said to him, “See, you have
been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse
thing come upon you.”

The man departed and told the Jews that it was
Jesus who had made him well.

Hymn to the Theotokos of the Feast

The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace:
“Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: ‘Rejoice,
your Son is risen from His three days in the
tomb!

With Himself He has raised all the dead.””
Rejoice, O ye people!

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory of the
Lord has shone on you. Exult now, and be glad,
O Zion! Be radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the
Resurrection of your Son!

Communion Hymn of the Sunday
Receive the Body of Christ; taste the fountain of

immortality! Praise the Lord from the heavens,
praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia!

Healing of the Paralytic

He [Jesus] is a versatile doctor, sometimes
healing the soul first, and then the body,
sometimes following the reverse order. “Leave
your sinful ways, lest something worse befall
you,” He says, through one teaching many. For
the warning is addressed not alone to the man in
the Gospel, but to all of us. For if ever we find
ourselves afflicted by sickness, grief or trouble,
let no one lay it to God’s charge: “for God cannot
be tempted by evil, and himself tempts no man.”
Each of us is scourged, “fast bound with the
ropes of his own sins.”

“Sin no more, lest something worse befall you.”
Listen to the saying, Everyman. Let him who
before was a fornicator slough off his lust; let
him who before was avaricious become generous
in almsgiving; let the thief pay heed: “Sin no
more.” Great is God’s forbearance, lavish His
grace. But let not His exceeding patience breed
contempt. Do not make God’s long-suffering a
pretext for continuing in sin. Take the cure for
your carnal passions, so that you too can say, in
the words of the lesson so appropriately read:
“For what time we were in the flesh, the sinful
passions, which were aroused by the law, were at
work in our members.” If the Apostle says, “What
time we were in the flesh,” he was not speaking
of our mortal envelope of flesh but of the deeds
of the flesh. He was himself, indeed, still clad in
the flesh when he said, “What time we were in
the flesh.” It is in the sense in which, when the
deluge was preparing, God said: “My spirit shall
not remain in these men, because they are flesh”
(the spirit being perverted to fleshly appetite),
that the Apostle says: “When we were in the
flesh.”



