
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob 

Brewster. Recovering at Home:  John Mahalchak 

(son). Natalie Tooch,  Shut in, Rehabilitation, or 

Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka. 

 

 Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

health of sisters, Doris & Marsha. From Doris 

Wasilko for the departed servants, parents, 

Charles & Mary; for the health of the Wasilko 

family. From Marsha Wasilko for the health of 

the Wasilko family and Cathy Namisnak; Happy 

Birthday & Many Years to Helen Billak! From 

John Mahalchak family for the health of friends 

& family, John, Cheryl, John, Mary, Gregory, 

Cindy, Daniel, Richard, John, Joseph, and 

Margaret; special intention and a blessed 

PASCHA to all. From Raisa Burd for the health of 

Natalia and our family. From Mat. Nancy Mell & 

Gregory Mell for the departed servant, Dn. 

Joseph Mell; for the health of family. From Nancy 

Shaytar for the departed servant, husband, 

George; for the health of Linda Shaytar and Cathy 

Namisnak. From Tatyana Sechler for the 

departed servants, Polina, Slava, Galina, Bruce 

Marina, and Diana; for the health of Tatyana & 

Veronika. From Maiia But for the departed 

servants, Maria & Vladimir; for the health of 

Nicolas & Galina. From Andriy Peregowcev for 

the departed servants, Vladimir, Liecma, and 

Yuri. From Lindy Hamilton for the departed 

servant, Bruce Wolf; for the health of the 

Hamilton, Scott, Wolf, and DeLuca families. 
 

 Thank you to our April donors! Lindy 

Hamilton (Bulletin $30, Holy Bread $50, Altar 

Candles $50, Incense $10). Robes Family 

(Communion Wine $40) for the health of Rachel 

on her 16th birthday.  

This week in Church School 
Today’s lesson: Doubting Thomas 

Questions to ask/review:  

 Who was Thomas? What happened to the 

other disciples? Was Thomas there?  

 What did Thomas say to the other 

disciples? Did he believe them? Would you 

have believed them? 

 What did Jesus do to make Thomas believe? 

How did Thomas respond?  

 Why did Thomas doubt? Can you relate to 

his way of thinking? (Christ rising from the 

dead was not “normal” but we know that 

God can change anything He wants, even 

death into life) 

Suggested activities at home:  

 Read the scripture before bed: John 20:24-

29. 

 Orthodox traditionally visit the cemetery 

this day; visit the graves of any family 

members.  Pray for them. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, for the Christians departed 

this life before us, especially (names), we pray 

thee give them eternal rest. Amen. 

 

Whether you’re searching for a new church home 

or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 

you have a prayer request, are 

looking for more information 

about the Orthodox Faith, would 

like to join our parish, or would 

like to speak with Fr Thomas, we 

invite you to scan the QR Code 

as your offering today. Please join us downstairs 

following the service. We want to get to know 

you! God bless you! 

 

Sunday, April 19 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy/Church School 

    1:15 pm   St Alexander Nevsky Cemetery 

    3:00 pm   Mt Calvary Cemetery 

Tuesday, April 21 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    9:30 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Wednesday, April 22 

    6:30 pm   Daily Vespers 

    7:00 pm   Bible Study 

Thursday, April 23 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    9:30 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Saturday, April 25 

    No Exploring Orthodoxy Class 

    4:00 pm   Community Food Pantry 

    4:30 pm   Confessions 

    5:00 pm   Parish Vigil 

Sunday, April 26 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy/Church School 

                    

                            Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 
Deacon John Skowron, Attached 

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs 
 

St Thomas Sunday / Antipascha 
 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 
OrthodoxPittsburgh.org                            April 19, 2026 

Announcements 
 The Blessing of Graves will be held today. 

1:15 pm at St Alexander Nevsky Cemetery, 3:00 

pm at Mt Calvary Cemetery. Everyone is 

welcomed to attend. 

 

 Thank you to everyone who worked so hard 

Thanks to all those who worked so hard during 

the Lenten season and during Holy Week to make 

this Paschal Celebration special for everyone! To 

Deacon Luke, Deacon John, to the choir and our 

directors, Reader James Wargo and Danielle 

Bartko, the parish council, those who helped to 

clean the church, the altar servers, to those who 

decorated the church, and to everyone who 

worked diligently to make sure everything was 

prepared. May God grant you many years! 

 

 Everyone is invited to attend our parish Bible 

Study held on the second and fourth Wednesdays 

of the month at 7:00 pm. We are beginning a new 

siries, going through and studying every verse of 

the Gospel of St John the Evangelist. Join us – no 

prior knowledge necessary. Grow your faith! 

 

 Please remember that our parish is reliant on 

your generous donations given regularly and 

joyfully. Please visit 

orthodoxpittsburgh.churchtrac.com and enroll in 

online giving through the app or your bank. May 

God bless you for your faithfulness. See Kristie 

Mertz for any questions, information, or how to 

set up online giving. 

!  

Schedule This Week 



Tone 7 Troparion (Pentecostarion) 

From the sealed tomb, Thou didst shine forth, O 

Life! 

Through closed doors Thou didst come to Thy 

Disciples, O Christ God. 

Renew in us through them an upright spirit,// 

by the greatness of Thy mercy, O Resurrection of 

all! 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 8 Kontakion (Pentecostarion) 

Thomas touched Thy life-giving side with an 

eager hand, O Christ God, 

when Thou camest to Thine Apostles through 

closed doors.// 

He cried out with all: “Thou art my Lord and my 

God!” 

 

Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Pentecostarion) 

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power, / His 

understanding is beyond measure. (Ps. 146:5) 

 

Epistle    Acts 5:12-20 

And through the hands of the apostles many signs 

and wonders were done among the people. And 

they were all with one accord in Solomon’s 

Porch. Yet none of the rest dared join them, but 

the people esteemed them highly. And believers 

were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes 

of both men and women, so that they brought the 

sick out into the streets and laid them on beds 

and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter 

passing by might fall on some of them. Also a 

multitude gathered from the surrounding cities 

to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who 

were tormented by unclean spirits, and they 

were all healed. 

 

Then the high priest rose up, and all those who 

were with him (which is the sect of the 

Sadducees), and they were filled with 

indignation, and laid their hands on the 

apostles and put them in the common prison. 

But at night an angel of the Lord opened the 

prison doors and brought them out, and said, 

“Go, stand in the temple and speak to the 

people all the words of this life.” 

 

Gospel John 20:19-31 

Then, the same day at evening, being the first 

day of the week, when the doors were shut 

where the disciples were assembled, for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, 

and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When 

He had said this, He showed them His hands 

and His side. Then the disciples were glad 

when they saw the Lord. 

 

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As 

the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And 

when He had said this, He breathed on them, 

and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 

 

Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the 

twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 

The other disciples therefore said to him, “We 

have seen the Lord.” 

 

So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands 

the print of the nails, and put my finger into 

the print of the nails, and put my hand into His 

side, I will not believe.” 

 

And after eight days His disciples were again 

inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the 

doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 

said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, 

“Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; 

and reach your hand here, and put it into My 

side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 

 

And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My 

Lord and my God!” 

 

Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have 

seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 

And truly Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of His disciples, which are not written 

in this book; but these are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that believing you may have life in His 

name. 

 

Hymn to the Theotokos (Feast) 

The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: 

“Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: Rejoice, 

your Son is risen from His three days in the 

tomb! 

With Himself He has raised all the dead.” 

Rejoice, O ye people! 

 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! 

The glory of the Lord has shone on you. 

Exult now, and be glad, O Zion! 

Be radiant, O pure Theotokos, 

in the Resurrection of your Son! 

 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise thy God, O 

Zion! (Ps. 147:1) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Antipascha 
 

On this Sunday, the second Sunday of Pascha, we 

celebrate the Antipascha, that is to say the re-

dedication of the Resurrection of Christ, and also 

commemorate the event of the Holy Apostle 

Thomas' touching the wounds of Christ. 

 

Since the Resurrection of the Lord is the greatest 

and most important event and beyond all thought, 

it is rededicated not only once a year, but also on 

every "eighth" day. The first rededication of the 

Resurrection is this present Sunday, for it is truly 

both the "eighth" day and the "first." It is the eighth 

day after Pascha, and the first day, because it is the 

beginning of the other days. Again, it is called the 

"eighth" day because it prefigures the unending day 

of the future age to come, which will be truly the 

"first" day and a day that is not divided by a single 

night. This is why this Sunday is called the 

Antipascha, which interpreted means "in the place 

of Pascha." We should also know that due to the 

honor given Sunday by the Lord's Resurrection, the 

Holy Apostles transferred the weekly day of rest 

from the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday) to this most 

honored day. 

 

It is also called Thomas Sunday, the reason being as 

follows: On the day of the Resurrection, when 

Christ showed himself to the Disciples in the 

evening, Thomas was not present, because he had 

not yet joined the other Disciples for fear of the 

Jews. When he rejoined the others, not only did he 
not believe what they told him about the 

Resurrection of Christ and the fact that they had 

seen Him, but he absolutely refused to believe that 

Christ had risen, even though he himself was one of 

the Twelve. God the good Master, in His true 

economy, waited eight days to make His love more 

perfect, firmly willing to truthfully verify the 

Resurrection and also the events that had occurred 

after the Resurrection. Thus, Thomas did not 

believe so that he could more truthfully proclaim to 

all the belief in the Resurrection. Therefore, the 

Lord came to the Apostles again while Thomas was 

among them. Though the doors were shut as before, 

He entered and granted them peace according to the 

custom. He then turned toward Thomas and said, 

"Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and 

reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do 

not be unbelieving, but believing" (John 20:27). 

Then Thomas intentionally scrutinized the Lord's 

side more attentively, and receiving faith through 

the examination, he cried, "My Lord and my God!" 

(John 20:28). He said "Lord" in witnessing to the 

bodily form of Christ and "God" in witnessing to His 

Divinity. Then Christ said to him, "Thomas, because 

you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed" 

(John 20:29). This was the second appearance of Christ. 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, April 19 


