
To the clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Orthodox Church in 
America, beloved in the Lord: Christ is risen! Indeed he is risen! 

 
A week ago, we heard the holy Martha express her faith in the 

resurrection of the dead when she said: “I know that my brother 
will rise again in the resurrection at the last day” (Jn. 11:24). But 

our Lord replied to her, “I am the Resurrection and the Life,” and 
that very day he called Lazarus forth from the tomb (Jn. 11:25, 43–

44). 

 
He did this by the power of his third-day Resurrection, a power 

that cannot be contained by time or place. The Pascha of the Lord 
is not an event like other events, one more link in a chain of 

causality or knot in a string of happenstance. Through Christ’s 
Passion and Resurrection, divine eternity breaks into time; 

mortality encounters life everlasting. Christ’s Pascha is not just 
the resurrection of the dead at the end; it is the end of time itself. 

In the light of Pascha, all other events are bathed in the endless 

radiance of the unceasing and immeasurable age to come. 
 

The uncontainable, all-encompassing power of the Lord’s 
Resurrection is reflected in the way that we celebrate the Paschal 

event. There is one day a year we call Pascha. And yet, all of 
Bright Week is also considered one day, a single celebration of 

Pascha. Then again, the feast actually continues until its 

Leavetaking on the eve of the Ascension. And even after that, we 
renew our Paschal celebration each Sunday, adorning our weekly 

observance of the Lord’s Day with a grand cycle of hymns in honor 
of the Resurrection. 

 
Liturgically, then, we see that Pascha cannot be contained; its 

power cannot be circumscribed by a single day or even a whole 
season. This is also true in each of our lives. Christ is risen, and 

therefore each and every moment offers us the possibility of a 

new beginning. By the power of Christ’s Pascha, our entire life 
becomes a continuous opportunity to renew ourselves, to start 

again. 
 

This means that the joy of this Paschal morning, the rejoicing we 
experience when we discover the empty tomb in the deep dawn, 

need never cease. Yes, Martha was right: the Lord will raise us up 
on the last day. But he is also ready to raise us up today, 

tomorrow, and every day of our lives. He suffered the 

consequences of our sin on the Cross so that he might free us from 
our bondage to its power. The joy of liberation need not come only 

at the end, or only once a year: Christ’s Pascha is with us always, 
in our hearts and in our lives. 

 
It is my prayer that this experience of Pascha remain with each of 

you throughout this week, throughout these forty joyous days of 
celebration, and throughout all the days of your life. I pray that, 

finding joy in his victory, you may experience that victory again 

and again each time you turn back to him and start anew. If we 
remain faithful to him—not by our instant moral perfection, but by 

our steadfast repentance and willingness always to begin again—
he who is called Faithful and True will surely remain faithful to 

us, and we will know the happiness and power of his Pascha both 
now and throughout the age to come (Rev. 19:11; cf. 2 Tim 2:12–3). 

 
To him who passed through the darkness of hell in order to lift us 

up to the unfading light of his heavenly kingdom, henceforth and 

always, Christ our true God, the Paschal Lamb who lives forever, 
be all glory and adoration, together with his Father and his All-

holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
 

+ TIKHON        Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All 
America and Canada 

Духовенству, монашествующим и верующим Православной 
Церкви в Америке, возлюбленным чадам о Господе: Христос 

Воскресе! Воистину Воскресе! 
 

Неделю назад мы слышали, как святая Марфа выражает свою 
веру в воскресение мертвых, говоря о своем брате: “Знаю, что 

воскреснет в воскресение, в последний день” (Ин. 11:24). Но 
Господь наш ответил ей: “Я есмь воскресение и жизнь,” и в 

тот же самый день он воззвал Лазаря из гроба (Ин. 11:25, 43–

44). 
 

Он совершил это силой Своего тридневного Воскресения, 
силой, которую невозможно сдержать ни временем, ни 

местом. Пасха Господня – это не событие, подобное другим 
событиям, не звено в цепи причинно-следственных связей и 

не узел в цепочке случайностей. Страстями Христовыми и 
Воскресением Божественная вечность вторгается во время; 

смертное встречается с жизнью вечной. Пасха Христова – не 

просто воскресение мертвых при конце; это конец самого 
времени. В свете Пасхи все иные события омываются 

бесконечным сиянием непрестанного и неизмеримого 
будущаго века. 

 
Неудержимая, всеобъемлющая сила Воскресения Господня 
отражается в том, как мы празднуем Пасху. Есть один день в году, 

который мы называем Пасхой. Однако вся Светлая седмица также 
считается одним днем, одним празднованием Пасхи. Далее, 
праздник фактически продолжается до его отдания в канун 

Вознесения. И даже после этого мы обновляем наше пасхальное 
торжество каждое воскресенье, украшая наше еженедельное 
соблюдение дня Господня величественным циклом песнопений в 

честь Воскресения. 
Итак, в литургическом плане мы видим, что Пасху нельзя 
ограничить; ее силу невозможно заключить в одном дне или 

даже времени года. Так и в жизни каждого из нас. Христос 
воскрес, 
  

и тем самым всякий момент дает нам возможность нового 

начала. Силой Пасхи Христовой вся наша жизнь становится 
непрерывной возможностью обновиться, начать заново. 
Это значит, что радость этого пасхального утра, ликование, 

которое мы испытываем, обретя пустой гроб «утру глубоку», 
никогда не должны угасать. Да, Марфа была права: Господь 
воскресит нас в последний день. Но Он также готов воскресить 

нас сегодня, завтра и каждый день нашей жизни. Он претерпел 
на Кресте последствия нашего греха, чтобы освободить нас всех 
от рабства греху. Радость освобождения уже не должна приходить 

только при конце или раз в году: Пасха Христова всегда с нами, в 
нашем сердце и нашей жизни. 
 

Молюсь о том, чтобы это переживание Пасхи оставалось у 
каждого из вас всю эту неделю, все сорок радостных дней 
празднования и все дни вашей жизни. Молюсь о том, чтобы, 

находя радость в Его победе, вы переживали эту победу снова и 
снова всякий раз, когда вы обращаетесь к Нему и полагаете новое 

начало. Если мы пребудем верны Ему — не мгновенным 
нравственным совершенством, но нашим постоянным покаянием 
и желанием всегда начать заново — Он, Кого именуют Верным и 

Истинным, непременно останется верен нам, и мы познаем 
блаженство и силу Его Пасхи отныне и до века (Откр. 19:11; ср. 2 
Тим. 2:12–3). 

 
Ему, Прошедшему сквозь тьму ада, чтобы вознести нас к 
немеркнущему свету Его Небесного Царствия, отныне и до века, 

Христу, истинному Богу нашему, Пасхальному Агнцу, живому 
вовеки, вся слава и поклонение со Отцем и Всесвятым Духом 
ныне и присно и во веки веков. 

 
+Тихон Архиепископ Вашингтонский, Митрополит всея Америки 
и Канады 

Whether you’re searching for a new 

church home or just visiting, we’re glad 

you’re with us today. If you have a 

prayer request, are looking for more 

information about the Orthodox Faith, 

would like to join our parish, or would 

like to speak with Fr Thomas, we invite you to scan 

the QR Code as your offering today. Please join us 

downstairs following the service. We want to get to 

know you! God bless you! 

 
Please Note: Holy Communion is reserved for Orthodox 

Christians who have prepared themselves by prayer and fasting. 

Sunday, April 12  Holy Pascha 

    12:00 (noon) Paschal Vespers/Procession 

    Picnic on church grounds following 

Monday, April 13  Bright Monday 

    9:30 am  Paschal Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, April 14  Bright Tuesday 

Pilgrimage to Holy Transfiguration Monastery 

Ellwood City PA. (9:30 am) All are welcome! 

Thursday, April 16  Bright Thursday 

    9:00 am   Paschal Matins 

    9:30 am to Noon   Office Hours 

Friday, April 17 

    5:00-10:00 pm  Paschal Open House 

    Soroka Residence, Moon Township 

Saturday, April 18 – Bright Saturday 

    No Exploring Orthodoxy Class 

    5:00 pm   Parish Vigil 

Sunday, April 19 – St Thomas Sunday 

    10:00 am  Divine Liturgy/Church School 

    1:15 pm Nevsky Cemetery/3:00 Mt Calvary Cem. 

 Thank you to everyone who worked so hard 

Thanks to all those who worked so hard during the 

Lenten season and during Holy Week to make this 

Paschal Celebration special for everyone! To Deacon 

Luke and and Deacon John, to the choir and our 

directors, the parish council, the altar servers, to 

those who decorated the church, and to everyone 

who worked diligently to make sure everything was 

prepared, and to those who financially support the 

work of the church through their faithful offerings. 

May God grant you many years! 

 

 Fr Thomas and Matushka Joni cordially invites 

everyone downstairs to partake of Paschal food and 

drink after the blessing of the baskets. The food on 

the buffet is offered for the health of our family, in 

memory of our departed family members, and in 

thanksgiving to God for the parish of St Nicholas. 

Thank you for all of your love and support! 

 

 Everyone is invited to the annual Soroka Paschal 

Open House on Bright Friday, April 17 beginning at 

5pm. Mark your calendars! We can’t wait to see you! 

 

 The Blessing of Graves will be held next Sunday.     

1:15 pm St Alexander Nevsky Cemetery/3:00 Mt 

Calvary Cemetery 
 

 
  

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Deacon John Skowron, Attached 

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs 
 

Holy Pascha: The Resurrection of Christ 
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OrthodoxPittsburgh.org                         April 12, 2026 

Welcome! Announcements 

This Week 

St Nicholas Church strives to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and in service to those in need around us. 



The Paschal Canon 
Ode 1 This is the day of resurrection. Let 

us be illumined, O people. Pascha, the 
Pascha of the Lord. For from death to life 

and from earth to heaven has Christ our 

God led us, as we sing the song of 
victory: 

    R/ Christ is risen from the dead! 
Let us purify our senses and we shall see 

Christ shining the unapproachable light of 
His resurrection. We shall clearly hear Him 

say: Rejoice, as we sing the song of victory. 
    (Tropar) Christ is risen from the dead, 

trampling down death by death and upon 

those in the tombs bestowing life. (3x) 
 

Ode 3 Come, let us drink, not miraculous 
water drawn forth from a barren well, 

but a new vintage from the fount of 
incorruption, springing from the tomb of 

Christ. In Him we are established. 

    R/ Christ is risen from the dead! 
Now all is filled with light: heaven and 

earth and the lower regions. Let all 
creation celebrate the rising of Christ. In 

Him we are established. 
    (Tropar) Christ is risen … (3x) 

 
Ode 4 The inspired prophet Habakkuk 

now stands with us in holy vigil. He is 

like a shining angel who cries with a 
piercing voice: Today salvation has come 

to the world, for Christ is risen as all 
powerful. 

    R/ Christ is risen from the dead! 
Christ our Pascha has appeared as a male 

child, the son that opens a virgin womb. He 
is called the Lam as one destined to be our 

food, unblemished for He has not tasted of 

defilement, and perfect because He is our 
true God. 

    (Tropar) Christ is risen … (3x) 
 

Ode 5 Let us arise at the rising of the sun 
and bring to the Master a hymn instead 

of myrrh, and we shall see Christ, the 
sun of righteousness, Who causes life to 

dawn for all. 

    R/ Christ is risen from the dead! 
The souls bound in the chains of hell, O 

Christ, seeing Thy compassion without 
measure, pressed onward to the light with 

joyful steps, praising the eternal Pascha. 
    (Tropar) Christ is … (3x) 

 
Ode 6 Thou didst descend, O Christ, to 

the depths of the earth. Thou didst break 

the everlasting bars which hald held 
death’s captives, and like Jonah from the 

whale on the third day, Thou didst arise 
from the grave. 

    R/ Christ is risen from the dead 

Thou didst arise, O Christ, and yet the tomb 
remained sealed, as at Thy birth the 

Virgin’s womb remained unharmed; and 
Thou hast opened for us the gates of 

paradise. 
    (Tropar) Christ is risen … (3x) 

 
Kontakion 

Thou didst descend into the tomb, O 

Immortal, Thou didst destroy the power of 
death. In victory didst Thou arise, O Christ 

God, proclaiming “Rejoice” to the 
myrrhbearing women, granting peace to 

Thy apostles and bestowing resurrection on 
the fallen? 

 
Hymn of the Resurrection 

Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ, 

let us worship, the holy Lord Jesus, the only 
Sinless One! We venerate Thy Cross, O 

Christ, and Thy Holy Resurrection we 
praise and glorify; for Thou art our God, 

and we know no other than Thee; we call 
on Thy name. Come, all you faithful, let us 

venerate Christ’s Holy Resurrection! For, 

behold, through the Cross joy has come into 
all the world. Let us ever bless the Lord, 

praising His Resurrection. By enduring the 
Cross for us, He destroyed death by death! 

Jesus has risen from the tomb, as He 
foretold, granting us eternal life and great 

mercy. 
 

The Paschal Canon (continued) 

Ode 7 He who saved the three young men 
in the furnace became incarnate and 

suffered as a mortal man. Though His 
sufferings He clothed what is mortal in 

the robe of immortality. He alone is 
blessed and most glorious: the God of 

our Fathers. 
    R/ Christ is risen from the dead! 

The godly women hastened to the Thee 

with myrrh, O Christ. In tears they had 
sought Thee as a dead man, but in joy they 

worshipped Thee as the living God and 
proclaimed the mystical Pascha to Thy 

disciples. 
    (Tropar) Christ is risen…(3x) 

 
Ode 8 This is the chosen and holy day, 

first of Sabbaths, kind and lord of days, 

the feast of feasts, holy day of holy days. 
On this day we bless Christ forevermore. 

    R/ Christ is risen from the dead 
Come on this chosen day of the 

resurrection, let us partake of the new fruit 
of the vine. Let us share in the divine 

rejoicing of the kingdom of Christ, praising 
Him as God forevermore. 

    (Tropar) Christ is risen … (3x) 

 
Ode 9     R/ My soul magnifies Him who 

rose from the tomb on the third day: Christ 
the giver of life. 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory 
of the Lord has shone on you. Exult now, 

and be glad, O Zion! Be radiant, O pure 
Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your 

Son! 
    R/ Christ, the new Pascha, the living 

sacrifice, the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sins of the world. 

How divine! How beloved! How sweet is 
Thy voice, O Christ! For Thou has faithfully 

promised to be with us to the end of the 

world. Having this as our anchor of hope, 
we the faithful rejoice. 

    R/ Mary Magdalene hastened to the 
tomb, and seeing Christ, she questioned 

Him as though He were the gardener. 
O Christ, great and most holy Pascha. O 

Wisdom, Word, and Power of God, grant 
that we may more perfectly partake of Thee 

in the never-ending day of Thy kingdom. 

    R/ The Angel cried to the Lady, full of 
grace: “Rejoice, O pure Virgin!  Again, I 

say: ‘Rejoice, your Son is risen from His 
three days in the tomb! With Himself He 

has raised all the dead.’” Rejoice, O ye 
people! 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory 

of the Lord has shone on you. Exult now, 
and be glad, O Zion! Be radiant, O pure 

Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your 
Son! 

    (Tropar) Christ is risen... (3x) 
 

The Song of Light 
In the flesh Thou didst fall asleep as a 

mortal man, O King and Lord. Thou didst 

rise on the third day, raising Adam from 
corruption and destroying death: O Pascha 

of incorruption, the salvation of the world! 
 

The Paschal Verses 
    V/ Let God arise, let His enemies be 

scattered. 
Today, a sacred Pascha is revealed to us, A 

new and holy Pascha, A mystical Pascha, A 

Pascha worthy of veneration, A Pascha 
which is Christ the Redeemer, A blameless 

Pascha, A great Pascha, a Pascha of the 
faithful, A Pascha which has opened for us 

the gates of Paradise, A Pascha which 
sanctifies all the faithful. 

    V/ As smoke vanishes so let them vanish. 
Come from that scene, O women, bearers of 

glad tidings, And say to Zion: Receive from 

us the glad tidings of joy, of Christ’s 
resurrection. Exult and be glad, And 

rejoice, O Jerusalem, Seeing Christ the 
King, Who comes forth from the tomb like a 

bridegroom in procession. 
    V/ So the sinners will perish before the 

face of God. But let the righteous be glad. 
The myrrh-bearing women, at the break of 

dawn, drew near to the tomb of the Life-

giver. There they found an angel sitting 
upon the stone. He greeted them with these 

words: Why do you seek the living among 
the dead? Why do you mourn the incorrupt 

amid corruption? Go, proclaim the glad 
tidings to His disciples. 

Paschal Matins 
    V/ This is the day which the Lord has 
made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Pascha of beauty, The Pascha of the Lord, A 
Pascha worthy of all honor has dawned for 

us. Pascha! Let us embrace each other 
joyously. O Pascha, ransom from affliction! 

For today as from a bridal chamber Christ 
has shown forth from the tomb and filled 

the women with joy saying: Proclaim the 

glad tidings to the apostles. 
    V/ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 
unto ages of ages. Amen. 

This is the day of resurrection. Let us be 
illumined by the feast. Let us embrace each 

other. Let us call “Brothers” even those 
that hate us, and forgive all by the 

resurrection, and so let us cry: Christ is 

risen from the dead, Trampling down death 
by death, And upon those in the tombs 

bestowing life. (3x) 

Paschal Troparion 

Christ is risen from the dead, 
trampling down death by death, 

and upon those in the tombs bestowing life! 
 

v. Let God arise, let His enemies be 
scattered; let those who hate Him flee 

from before His face! 

   Refrain: Christ is risen… 
v. As smoke vanishes so let them vanish; as 

wax melts before the fire! 
v. So the sinners will perish before the face 

of God.  But let the righteous be glad! 
v. This is the day which the Lord has made.  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
v. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and 

to the Holy Spirit; 

v. now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  
Amen. 

 
First Antiphon of the Feast (Psalm 66) 

v. Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth!  
Sing of His name, give glory to His praise! 

   Refrain: Through the prayers of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 

v. Say to God: “How awesome are Thy 

deeds!  So great is Thy power that Thine 
enemies cringe before Thee!” 

v. Let all the earth worship Thee and praise 
Thee!  Let it praise Thy name, O most High! 

v. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen. 
 

Second Antiphon of the Feast (Psalm 66) 

v. God be bountiful and bless us!  Show the 
light of Thy countenance upon us and have 

mercy on us! 
   Refrain: O Son of God Who arose from the 

dead, save us who sing to Thee: “Alleluia!” 

v. That we may know Thy way upon the 
earth, and Thy salvation among all nations. 

v. Let the people give thanks to Thee, O 
God!  Let all the people give thanks to 

Thee! 
v. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and 

to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

Third Antiphon of the Feast (Psalm 66) 
v. Let God arise, let His enemies be 

scattered; let those who hate Him flee from 
before His face! 

   Refrain: Christ is risen… 
v. As smoke vanishes so let them vanish; as 

wax melts before the fire! 
v. So the sinners will perish before the face 

of God.  But let the righteous be glad! 

 
Hypakoe of the Feast  Tone 8 

Before the dawn Mary and the women  
came and found the stone rolled away from 

the tomb. 
They heard the angelic voice: “Why do you 

seek among the dead as a Man 

the One Who is everlasting Light? 
Behold the clothes in the grave; go and 

proclaim to the world: 
‘The Lord is risen; He has slain death, 

as He is the Son of God, saving the race of 
man.’” 

 
Kontakion of the Feast  Tone 8 

Thou didst descend into the tomb, O 

Immortal, 
Thou dist destroy the power of death. 

In victory Thou didst arise, O Christ God, 
proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the 

Myrrhbearing Women, 
granting peace to Thine Apostles, and 

bestowing Resurrection on the fallen.  
 

Instead of the Trisagion  

As many as have been baptized into Christ, 
have put on Christ.  Alleluia. 

 
Prokeimenon of the Feast (Psalm 19) 

This is the day which the Lord has made!  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 
Epistle of the Feast (Acts 1:1-8) 

The former account I made, O Theophilus, 

of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
until the day in which He was taken up, 

after He through the Holy Spirit had given 
commandments to the apostles whom He 

had chosen, to whom He also presented 
Himself alive after His suffering by many 

infallible proofs, being seen by them during 
forty days and speaking of the things 

pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

    
And being assembled together with them, 

He commanded them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of 

the Father, “which,” He said, “you have 
heard from Me; for John truly baptized 

with water, but you shall be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

Therefore, when they had come together, 
they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at 

this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
And He said to them, “It is not for you to 

know times or seasons which the Father 
has put in His own authority. But you shall 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 
to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 

Gospel of the Feast (John 1:1-17) 
In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All 

things were made through Him, and 

without Him nothing was made that was 
made. In Him was life, and the life was the 

light of men. And the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not 

comprehend it. There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. This man came 

for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 

that all through him might believe. He was 
not that Light, but was sent to bear witness 

of that Light. That was the true Light which 
gives light to every man coming into the 

world. He was in the world, and the world 
was made through Him, and the world did 

not know Him. He came to His own, and 
His own did not receive Him. But as many 

as received Him, to them He gave the right 

to become children of God, to those who 
believe in His name: who were born, not of 

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God. And the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.  John bore witness of Him and cried 

out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, 

‘He who comes after me is preferred before 
me, for He was before me.’”  And of His 

fullness we have all received, and grace for 
grace. For the law was given through 

Moses, but grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Hymn to the Theotokos of the Feast 

The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: 

“Rejoice, O pure Virgin!  Again, I say: 
‘Rejoice, your Son is risen from His three 

days in the tomb! With Himself He has 
raised all the dead.’” Rejoice, O ye people! 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory of 
the Lord has shone on you. Exult now, and 

be glad, O Zion! Be radiant, O pure 
Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your Son! 

Communion Hymn of the Feast 

Receive the Body of Christ!  Taste the 
Fountain of Immortality! 

Dismissal Hymn of the Feast 
And unto us He has given eternal life!  Let 

us worship His resurrection on the third 
day! 

Divine Liturgy 


