
Prayers
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob 
Brewster. Recovering at Home: Paul Fuller, John 
Mahalchak (son). Sandi Tripak, Natalie Tooch, 
Marsha Wasilko, Leslie Wokutch. Shut in, 
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, 
Michael Soroka.
 Vigil Lights: From Charles Andrew Wasilko 
for the health of sisters, Doris & Marsha, Sandi 
Tirpak, and Helen Billak. From Doris Wasilko for 
the health of Marsha, Helen Billak, and Sandy 
Tirpak. From Marsha Wasilko for the health of the 
Wasilko family. From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & 
Gregory Mell for the departed servant, Dn. Joseph 
Mell; for the health of family. From Mr. & Mrs. R. 
Blaha for the departed servants, parents, brothers, 
and the newly departed; for the health of family, 
friends, siblings, and serving soldiers; special 
intention, peace, birthdays, and anniversaries. 
From John Mahalchak family for the departed 
servants, friends, & family, N.D. Elaine, John, 
Veronica, and Mary; for the health of friends & 
family, John, Cheryl, John, Daniel, Mary, Gregory, 
Cindy, and Richard; special intention. From Mat. 
Joni Soroka for the newly departed Uncle Eddie 
Metry; for the health of family. From Daryl 
Fleming for the health of Karen Adair Fleming. 
From John Kowalcheck for the health of Galina 
Vilkova; for the health of Olga Cozza.
 Thank you to our February donors! 
From Donya Yewisiak (Altar Candles $25) in 
memory of (father) Fr Vladimir Soroka on his 
birthday.

This week in Church School
Today’s lesson: Prodigal Son

Questions to ask/review: 
 Where did the son go? Why? What did he do 

with his money? 
 Where did he end up, doing what? Why did he 

go back to his father? 
 What did he say? What did his father say?
 How did the older brother react to the return 

of his brother? Why?
 What did the father say to the older brother?
 Was the father “fair” to the brothers? What 

does this teach us about God? 
 Discuss how God ‘s forgiveness goes beyond 

our earthly concepts of “fairness”.
 When have we acted like the younger brother 

in our life? The older brother? 

Suggested activities at home: 
 Read the scripture together before bed: Luke 

15:11-32.
 Read Matthew 20:1-16 together. Discuss the 

parallels of the stories.
 Discuss a past visit to a farm or act it out with 

farm toys. How do the pigs eat? How do they 
animals act? Why would the Prodigal Son want 
to go back home? 

 Role play the Father, Prodigal Son, and older 
brother. 

The Jesus Prayer: Lord Jesus, Thank you for the 
love of our earthly fathers and our heavenly 
Father. Amen.

Whether you’re searching for a 
new church home or just visiting, 
we’re glad you’re with us today. If 
you have a prayer request, are 
looking for more information about 
the Orthodox Faith, would like to 

join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 
Thomas, we invite you to scan the QR Code as 
your offering today. Please join us downstairs 
following the service. We want to get to know you! 
God bless you!

This Week
Sunday, February 8

10:00 am   Divine Liturgy/Church School
Tuesday, February 10
   9:00 am   Daily Matins
   9:30 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours
Wednesday, February 11
   6:30 pm   Daily Vespers
   7:00 pm   Bible Study
Thursday, February 12
   9:00 am   Daily Matins
   9:30 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours
Saturday, February 14

12:00 pm   Pan-Orthodox Choir Rehearsal
3:30 pm   Exploring Orthodoxy Class
4:30 pm   Confessions
5:00 pm   Parish Vigil

Sunday, February 15
10:00 am   Divine Liturgy

         Church School
To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved for 
Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves by 
prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are 
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross and 
receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the 
conclusion of the service.

Announcements
The Lenten Schedule will be sent out via email 
this week and available in print format next 
Sunday.

Next Sunday is Meatfare Sunday when we bid 
“farewell” to meat until the Holy Pascha. Men 
should contact Rick Porter to sign up for next 
week’s Meatfare Luncheon after the Divine 
Liturgy.

 Thank you to Fred Zelesnik for organizing our 
third annual Talent Show which was held 
yestrerday after Vigil. We had a wonderful group 
of performers who entertained everyone present. 
Thank you to all those who made the evening 
special

 Coffee Hour Sponsors needed: Volunteering 
tasks including setting up, providing something to 
eat and drink, and cleaning up. Please be mindful 
that during fasting periods we refrain from meat 
and dairy products. But, no one expects you to 
provide a full course meal or to spend beyond your 
means! Simple fare is perfect. If you have any 
questions regarding the kitchen and coffee set up, 
please contact Melissa Graff. 
ttps://tinyurl.com/44e6cd65

 For the next few months we will be asking 
everyone to pitch in and help with the various 
tasks to keep our church clean and to undertake 
these tasks efficiently. Please ensure that you do 
not leave trash around any of the church 
properties, help clean up your area and 
surrounding it, and if you have time, offer to 
sweep or clean during the week.

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector
Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached

Deacon John Skowron, Attached
Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA
OrthodoxPittsburgh.org              February 8, 2026

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

Sin gradually strips man of everything divine in him, paralyzes his every divine inclination and desire, until it 
finally throws him into the bosom of Satan. And then man reaches the plight of grazing the swine of his master, 
the Devil. The swine are passions, which are always greedy and gluttonous. In such a life, the unfortunate man is 
nothing more than insane. In a shocking parable of the Gospel, the Lord says about the prodigal son, ‘he came to 
himself,’ (Luke 15:17) How did he come to himself? He came to himself through repentance. Through sin, man 
becomes mad, insane. Every sin, even the most seemingly insignificant one, is always an insanity of the soul. 
Through repentance, man comes to his senses becomes complete again, comes to himself. Then he cries out loud 
to God, runs to Him, and cries towards Heaven, ‘Father, I have sinned against Heaven, and in thy sight’ (Luke 
15:21). And what is the heavenly Father doing? He is always infinitely merciful upon seeing His child in a state of 
repentance. He has compassion for him, runs, embraces him, and kisses him. – St Justin Popovic



Tone 2 Troparion (Resurrection)
When Thou didst descend to death, O Life 

immortal,
Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy 

Godhead.
And when from the depths Thou didst raise the 

dead,
all the powers of heaven cried out://
“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to Thee!” 

Tone 1 Troparion (Feast)
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace!
From thee shone the Sun of Righteousness, 

^Christ our God,
enlightening those who sat in darkness.
Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder,
thou didst accept in thine arms the ^Redeemer 

of our souls,//
Who grants us the Resurrection!

Tone 3 Kontakion (Lenten Triodion)
I have recklessly forgotten Thy glory, O Father;
and among sinners I have scattered the riches 

which Thou hadst given me.
Therefore I cry to Thee like the Prodigal:
“I have sinned before Thee, O compassionate 

Father; //
receive me a penitent, and make me as one of 

Thy hired servants!”

Tone 1 Kontakion (Feast)
By Thy Nativity Thou didst sanctify the Virgin’s 

womb
and didst bless Simeon’s hands, ^O Christ God.
Now Thou hast come and saved us through love.
Grant peace to all Orthodox Christians,//
O only Lover of Man!

Tone 2 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has 
become my salvation. (Ps. 117:14)

Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Song of the Theotokos)
My soul doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Savior. (Lk. 1:46-47)

Epistle 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 (Sunday)
All things are lawful for me, but all things are not 
helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not 
be brought under the power of any. Foods for the 
stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will 
destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for 
sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord 
for the body. And God both raised up the Lord and 
will also raise us up by His power.

Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and 
make them members of a harlot? Certainly not! Or 
do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot 
is one body with her? For “the two,” He says, 
“shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to 
the Lord is one spirit with Him.

Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does 
is outside the body, but he who commits sexual 
immorality sins against his own body. Or do you 
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and 
you are not your own? For you were bought at a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body and in 
your spirit, which are God’s.

Gospel Luke 15:11-32 (Sunday)
Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. And 
the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, 
give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So 
he divided to them his livelihood. And not many 
days after, the younger son gathered all together, 
journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his 
possessions with prodigal living. But when he had 
spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, 
and he began to be in want. Then he went and 
joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he 
sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he 
would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods 
that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many 
of my father’s hired servants have bread enough 
and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise 
and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you, and I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make 
me like one of your hired servants.” ’

“And he arose and came to his father. But when he 
was still a great way off, his father saw him and 
had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and 
kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the 
best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
hand and sandals on his feet. And bring the fatted 
calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 
for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.

“Now his older son was in the field. And as he 
came and drew near to the house, he heard music 
and dancing. So he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant. And he said to him, 
‘Your brother has come, and because he has 
received him safe and sound, your father has killed 
the fatted calf.’

“But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore 
his father came out and pleaded with him. So he 
answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many 
years I have been serving you; I never transgressed 
your commandment at any time; and yet you never 
gave me a young goat, that I might make merry 
with my friends. But as soon as this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your livelihood with 
harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’

“And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 
and all that I have is yours. It was right that we 
should make merry and be glad, for your brother 
was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is 
found.’”

Tone 3 Hymn to the Theotokos (Feast)
O Virgin Theotokos, hope of all Christians, 
protect, preserve, and save those who hope in 
thee!

In the shadow and letter of the Law, let us the 
faithful discern a figure: every male [child] that 
opens the womb is holy to God. Therefore we 
magnify the firstborn Word of the Father Who 
has no beginning, the Son firstborn of a Mother 
who had not known man.

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 
the highest! (Ps. 148:1) I will receive the cup of 
salvation and call on the Name of the Lord. (Ps. 
115:4) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
On this day we celebrate the Sunday of the 
Prodigal Son, dedicated as the second service of 
the Triodion by the divine Fathers for the 
following reason. There are some who recognize 
much in themselves that is unbecoming, who 
live a life of great dissipation from their youth, 
whose lives are full of drunkenness and 
immorality, who having fallen thus into the 
depths of evil, become despondent, giving birth 
to pride, from whence they have no desire to 
advance to any of the virtues, preferring their 
bondage to evil and falling ever deeper into evil. 
Having a fatherly love for even these 
individuals, and desiring to lead them out of 
their despair, the Holy Fathers prescribed this 
parable for the second preparatory Sunday in 
order to tear up the passion of despair by the 
roots, to lead them to acceptance of the virtues, 
and to demonstrate to sinners the abundance of 
God’s compassion upon sinners and prodigals in 
His great goodness and love for mankind. For 
there is no sin which cannot be overcome by the 
knowledge of His love for mankind, and this is 
what is presented in this parable of Christ.

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, February 8


