Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob
Brewster. Recovering at Home: Paul Fuller, John
Mahalchak (son). Sandi Tripak, Natalie Tooch,
Marsha Wasilko, Leslie Wokutch. Shut in,
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie
Popovich, Michael Soroka.

» Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for
the departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the
health of Godson, Greg Mell on his birthday.
From Doris Wasilko for the departed servants,
grandmother, Susan Wasiklo and Dn. Joe Mell;
for the health of sister, Marsha; Happy Birthday
& Many Years to Greg Mell, Larry Polny, Donya
Yewisiak, and Cynthia Bottomly. From Mat.
Nancy K. Mell & Gregory Mell for the departed
servant, Dn. Joseph Mell(14 years) and Phyllis
Esau; for the health of family, Gregory Mell &
Donya Yewisiak on their birthdays. From Mr. &
Mrs. R. Blaha for the departed servants,
parents, brothers, Laura, and the newly
departed especially, Nancy, Kuma Marie, and
Emily; for the health of family, friends, siblings,
and serving soldiers, John, Paul, and Marsha;
special intention, peace, birthdays, and
anniversary. From John Mahalchak family for
the departed servants, John, Veronica, Dimitri,
and Anna; for the health of friends & family,
John, Cheryl, John, Daniel, Mary, Gregory,
Cindy, and Richard; special intention. From
John & Olga for the health of Galina Vilkova.
From Nataliia for the health of Genadiy,
Victoriia, Solomiia, and Soffiia.

» Thank you to our January donors! From
Mat. Nancy Mell and Gregory Mell in memory
of Deacon Joseph Mell. From John Mahalchak
(Incense $10) for the health of family and
friends and for departed family and friends..

Sanctity of Life Sunday (cont.)

Our Orthodox Christian understanding of the
sanctity of all human life is not, therefore, a cold
and abstract principle, but an affirmation of the
love of the living God revealed in Jesus Christ.
This is a love that opens up the fullness of life’s
possibilities at every moment, fills the world with
meaning, and offers the promise of renewal for
individuals, communities, and entire cultures.

Therefore, as we mark this Sanctity of Life Sunday,
we pray not just for legal protections for all
human beings, from conception to natural
death. We also pray that our entire culture
would be oriented toward the physical and
spiritual well-being of all people in all phases of
life so that, without undue fear or trouble, in
peace and health, all of us may experience this life
as a place of encounter with the radiant and life-
giving Love of God, Jesus Christ incarnate in
human flesh.

To Him Who gave us life in the beginning, Who
sustains our life in this world and desires to fill it
with Himself, and Who willed to save us and lead
us to everlasting life in the age to come, our Lord
and God and Savior Jesus Christ, be all thanks and
adoration, together :

with his Father and
his All-holy Spirit:
now and ever and
unto ages of ages.
Amen.

Yours in Christ,

+Tikhon
Archbishop of
Washington
Metropolitan of All
America and Canada

CXCTHERA

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

SAINT NICHOLAS

e ORTHODOX CHURCH

Whether you’re searching for a
new church home or just visiting,
we’re glad you’re with us today. If
you have a prayer request, are
looking for more information about
the Orthodox Faith, would like to
join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr
Thomas, we invite you to scan the QR Code as
your offering today. Please join us downstairs
following the service. We want to get to know you!
God bless you!

This Week
Sunday, January 25

10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, January 27

9:00 am Daily Matins

9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Wednesday, January 28

6:30 pm Daily Vespers

7:00 pm Bible Study
Thursday, January 29

9:00 am Daily Matins

9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Saturday, January 31

3:30 pm Exploring Orthodoxy Class

4:00 pm Community Food Pantry

4:30 pm Confessions

5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, February 1

10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Church School
Annual Meeting

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved for
Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves by
prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross and
receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the
conclusion of the service.

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached

Deacon John Skowron, Attached

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs

Zacchaeus Sunday
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Announcements

» Our annual parish meeting has been postponed
to next Sunday, February 1, due to today’s
snowstorm. The Parish Council will be presenting
the final recommendation regarding the domes for
voting by the assembly. Only Orthodox parish
members in good standing (receive the sacraments
and financially support the church) may
participate. See Fr Thomas for questions.

Coffee Hour Sponsors needed: Volunteering tasks
including setting up, providing something to eat
and drink, and cleaning up. Please be mindful that
during fasting periods we refrain from meat and
dairy products. But, no one expects you to provide
a full course meal or to spend beyond your means!
Simple fare is perfect. If you have any questions
regarding the kitchen and coffee set up, please
contact Melissa Graff. ttps://tinyurl.com/44e6cd65

The 3rd Annual St Nicholas Talent Night will
be on Saturday February 7th at 6pm. Stay after
Vigil for pizza and entertainment. Show us your
athleticism, musical ability, acting skills, or any
other talent! RSVP with Fred Zelesnik (so we
know how much pizza to buy).

» For the next few months we will be asking
everyone to pitch in and help with the various
tasks to keep our church clean and to undertake
these tasks efficiently. Please ensure that you do
not leave trash around any of the church
properties, help clean up your area and
surrounding it, and if you have time, offer to
sweep or clean during the week.



Hymns and Readings for Sunday, January 25

Tone 8 Troparion (Resurrection)

Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful
One!

Thou didst accept the three day burial to free us
from our sufferings!//

O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!

Tone 4 Troparion (St Nicholas)

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence.

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to

you!
Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!

O holy Bishop Nicholas,
pray to Christ our God to save our souls.

Tone 4 Troparion (New Martyrs)

Today the Church of Russia forms a chorus in
joy,

praising her new martyrs and confessors;

hierarchs and priests, royal passion-bearers,
right-believing princes and princesses,

venerable men and women, and all Orthodox
Christians.

Having laid down their life for faith in Christ
during the days of godless persecution,

they preserved the truth by the shedding of
blood.//

By their protection, O long-suffering Lord,
preserve our land in Orthodoxy till the end of
the age.

Tone 8 Kontakion (Resurrection)

By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the
dead and resurrect Adam.

Eve exults in Thy Resurrection,//

and the world celebrates Thy rising from the
dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Tone 3 Kontakion (New Martyrs)

Today the new martyrs of Rus’ stand in white
robes before the Lamb of God,

and with the angels they sing to God the hymn
of victory:

“Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and praise,
and honor,

and power, and strength be to our God//

unto the ages of ages. Amen.”

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos)

Steadfast protectress of Christians,

constant advocate before the Creator,

do not despise the cry of us sinners,

but in your goodness come speedily to help us
who call on you in faith.

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to
intercede for us, O Theotokos

For you always protect those who honor you.

Tone 8 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our
God! (Ps. 75:10a)

Epistle 1 Timothy 4:9-15 (Sunday)

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptance. For to this end we both labor and
suffer reproach, because we trust in the living
God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of
those who believe. These things command and
teach.

Let no one despise your youth, but be an
example to the believers in word, in conduct, in
love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come,
give attention to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in you,
which was given to you by prophecy with the
laying on of the hands of the eldership. Meditate
on these things; give yourself entirely to them,
that your progress may be evident to all.

Gospel Luke 19:1-10 (Sunday)

Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.
Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus
who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.
And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could
not because of the crowd, for he was of short
stature. So he ran ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to
pass that way. And when Jesus came to the
place, He looked up and saw him, and said to
him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down,
for today I must stay at your house.” So he made
haste and came down, and received Him
joyfully. But when they saw it, they all
complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest
with a man who is a sinner.”

Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord,
“Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor;
and if I have taken anything from anyone by
false accusation, I restore fourfold.”

And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house, because he also is a son of
Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek
and to save that which was lost.”

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in
the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Rejoice in the Lord, O
you righteous! Praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Sanctity of Life Sunday

To the clergy, monastics, and faithful of the
Orthodox Church in America, beloved children in the
Lord:

Glory to Jesus Christ!

During these winter months, the Church celebrates
a number of feasts dedicated to the appearing of
the Lord in the flesh.

At his Nativity, he is born an infant, with all the
needs of an infant; he requires his Mother’s

nourishment, warmth, and care, and also his
foster-father’s protection.

At his Baptism, he enters into the rushing waters
of this world, into the cascading elements of
creation, into the onrushing flow of life, into the
change and flux of the present age.

At his Meeting in the temple, he enters into the
religious and cultural life of his people while also
already showing himself to be the Fulfillment of
their deepest religious yearnings, the Salvation for
whom they have longed.

Our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ,
becoming incarnate and appearing in the world,
did so in order to fill every aspect of our life with
himself. He has willed to be present in our basic
weakness and our everyday needs; to be present
among all the changes and cycles of nature and
history that swirl around us; to be present in the
highest aspirations of human culture, which reach
beyond this life and 4 : Hi
grasp at the undying X
life of the age to come.
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In the midst of this i
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luminous season of
feasts, we also mark
our annual Sanctity of Life Sunday. Reflecting on
the meaning of the sanctity of life in light of the
great feasts that we have celebrated and will soon
celebrate, we realize that the Lord has come so
that we might have life and have it more
abundantly, not just in the age to come, but in this
present age as well.

Therefore, every moment of human life, from
conception to natural death, is infinitely precious,
because every moment of human life, every facet
of human existence—except for sin—has been
hallowed by the presence of the Lord. Every phase
of life, every circumstance, is an opportunity to
encounter the Lord.

(continued on back)



