Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob
Brewster. Recovering at Home: Paul Fuller, John
Mahalchak (son). Sandi Tripak, Natalie Tooch,
Marsha Wasilko, Leslie Wokutch. Shut in,
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie
Popovich, Michael Soroka.

» Vigil Lights: From Charles A. Wasilko for
the departed servant, brother, Raymond; for the
health of sisters, Doris & Marsha. From Doris
Wasilko for the departed servant, brother,
Raymond; for the health of sister, Marsha. From
Mat. Nancy K. Mell & Gregory Mell for the
departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the health
of Leslie Wokutch, Marsha Wasilko, and Sandi
Tirpak. From Mr. & Mrs. R. Blaha for the
departed servants, parents, brothers, Uncle Jack,
Robert, Helen, Gabe, & Paul, and the newly
departed Nancy, Kuma Marie, and Joanna; for
the health of family, friends, siblings, and
serving soldiers; special intention, peace,
birthdays, and anniversary; a special blessing,
health & happiness for my wife, Sonia on her
birthday. From John Mahalchak family for the
departed servants, John, Veronica, Mary, Jason,
Dimitri, and Anna; for the health of friends &
family, John, Cheryl, John, Daniel, Mary,
Gregory, Cindy, and Richard; special intention &
successful treatments. From Donya Yewisiak
for the Marsha Wasilko. From Kristie Mertz for
all of our college studnets. From Chris & Edith
Humphrey for comfort & patience in hospice for
Kurt. From John & Olga for the health of Galina
Vilkova; for the health and salvation of our
family.

» Thank you to our January donors! From
Mat. Nancy Mell and Gregory Mell in memory
of Deacon Joseph Mell. From John Mahalchak
(Incense $10) for the health of family and
friends and for departed family and friends..

This Week in Church School

Today’s lesson: The Transfiguration

Questions to ask/review:

e What does Transfiguration mean? (change)

e What happened before the Transfiguration?
(Jesus told the disciples about His suffering
to come and told them that some of them
would die before seeing Him in His glory)

e In what way was Jesus preparing his
disciples for his crucifixion?

e What does Christ reveal through His
Transfiguration? (his divine and human
nature)

e How is the Trinity revealed through the
Transfiguration?

e Why are Moses and Elijah there with Christ?
(the Law and the Prophets are fulfilled in
Christ)

e How did the disciples react? How is this
similar to how we should react when in the
presence of God? (they were “afraid” but
also said “it is good to be here”)

Suggested activities at home:

e Read the scripture together before bed: Luke
9:28-36, Matthew 17:1-13, Mark 9:1-9.

e Show the icon. Identify all the characters.

e Make a fruit basket and deliver to a shut-in
or person in need.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you who were transfigured
on the Mount Tabor, save us who sing to you.
Alleluia. Amen.

A note from Paul Fuller:

Your kind get well wishes and prayers have
been a great comfort as I have been recovering.
Thanks to all of you.

In Christ,

Paul (Anthony) Fuller

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

SAINT NICHOLAS

e ORTHODOX CHURCH

Whether you’re searching for a
new church home or just visiting,
we’re glad you’re with us today. If
you have a prayer request, are
looking for more information about
the Orthodox Faith, would like to
join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr
Thomas, we invite you to scan the QR Code as
your offering today. Please join us downstairs
following the service. We want to get to know you!
God bless you!

#00

This Week
Sunday, January 18
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School
Tuesday, January 20
9:00 am Daily Matins
9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Thursday, January 22
9:00 am Daily Matins
9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Saturday, January 24
3:30 pm Exploring Orthodoxy Class
4:30 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, January 25
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School
Annual Meeting

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved for
Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves by
prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross and
receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the
conclusion of the service.
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Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs
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Announcements

» Our annual parish meeting will be held on
Sunday, January 25. The Parish Council will be
presenting the final recommendation regarding the
domes for voting by the assembly. Only Orthodox
parish members in good standing (receive the
sacraments and financially support the church)
may participate. See Fr Thomas for questions.

Coffee Hour Sponsors needed: Volunteering tasks
including setting up, providing something to eat
and drink, and cleaning up. Please be mindful that
during fasting periods we refrain from meat and
dairy products. But, no one expects you to provide
a full course meal or to spend beyond your means!
Simple fare is perfect. If you have any questions
regarding the kitchen and coffee set up, please
contact Melissa Graff. ttps://tinyurl.com/44e6cd65

The 3rd Annual St Nicholas Talent Night will be
on Saturday February 7th at 6pm. Stay after Vigil
for pizza and entertainment. Show us your
athleticism, musical ability, acting skills, or any
other talent! RSVP with Fred Zelesnik (so we know
how much pizza to buy).

» Those who wish to have their home blessed,
please contact Fr Thomas at 412-206-5012 or
frthomas@orthodoxpittsburgh.org.

» For the next few months we will be asking
everyone to pitch in and help with the various tasks
to keep our church clean and to undertake these tasks
efficiently. Please ensure that you do not leave trash
around any of the church properties, help clean up
your area and surrounding it, and if you have time,
offer to sweep or clean during the week.



Hymns and Readings for Sunday, January 18

Tone 7 Troparion (Resurrection)

By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death.

To the thief Thou didst open Paradise.

For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change
weeping into joy,

and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ
God,

to proclaim that Thou art risen,//

granting the world great mercy.

Tone 4 Troparion (St Nicholas)

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence.

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to
you!

Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!

O holy Bishop Nicholas,

pray to Christ our God to save our souls.

Tone 3 Troparion (Sts. Athanasius and Cyril)

You shone forth with works of Orthodoxy and
quenched all heresy,

and became victorious trophy-bearers, hierarchs
Athanasius and Cyril.

You enriched all things with piety and greatly
adorned the Church,

and worthily found Christ God,//

Who grants His great mercy to all.

Tone 7 Kontakion (Resurrection)
The dominion of death can no longer hold men

captive,

for Christ descended, shattering and destroying
its powers.

Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and
cry:

“The Savior has come to those in faith;//
enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!”

Tone 4 Kontakion (Sts. Athanasius and Cyril)

Athanasius and Cyril, great hierarchs of true
piety, and noble champions of the Church of
Christ,

Preserve all who sing://

“0O Compassionate Lord, save those who honor
Thee!”

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos)

Steadfast protectress of Christians,

constant advocate before the Creator,

do not despise the cry of us sinners,

but in your goodness come speedily to help us
who call on you in faith.

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to
intercede for us, O Theotokos

For you always protect those who honor you.

Tone 7 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)

The Lord shall give strength to His people. / The
Lord shall bless His people with peace. (Ps.
28:11)

Epistle 1 Timothy 1:15-17 (Sunday)

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.
However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that
in me first Jesus Christ might show all
longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are
going to believe on Him for everlasting life. Now
to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God
who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Gospel Luke 18:35-43 (Sunday)

Then it happened, as He was coming near
Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by the road
begging. And hearing a multitude passing by, he
asked what it meant. So they told him that Jesus
of Nazareth was passing by. And he cried out,
saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

Then those who went before warned him that he
should be quiet; but he cried out all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be
brought to Him. And when he had come near, He
asked him, saying, “What do you want Me to do
for you?”

He said, “Lord, that I may receive my sight.”

Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight;
your faith has made you well.” And immediately
he received his sight, and followed Him,
glorifying God. And all the people, when they
saw it, gave praise to God.

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in
the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia!

s in the days of the ministry of Christ on

earth, Saint John the Baptist had been

preaching the Gospel of repentance, the
good news that repentance, turning to God, always
brings us face to face with Him in reconciliation,
so does also the Church now, before Lent, face us
with weeks of preparation, weeks during which we
look at ourselves as deeply as we can, as honestly
as we can, before we are confronted with deeds of
God, with His power and with the example of those
who had truly turned away from evil, given
themselves to God, and have found fulfillment and
salvation.

And before these weeks begin to prepare us even to
this, we remember, as we do today, Bartimaeus,
the blind man of Jericho, a reminder that we all are
blind, that we all have forgotten how to see the
reality of things. He was blinded by illness; we are
blinded by the visible; the invisible becomes
invisible to us because all that catches our eye

prevents us from looking deep, looking into the
depth.

The message which is brought to us today is this:
we are all blind, and we must learn to see. To see
ourselves as we are, both what is evil, imperfect,
distorted to us, and also the beauty of the image of
God which nothing can erase, nothing can destroy,
which may be covered up as an icon may be
covered up by dust, but which remain glorious
within us. And we must learn to look at ourselves,
and discern both good and evil: not only evil, but
also that good which can inspire us to struggle, to
fight and to overcome all that is unworthy of God.

But we must also learn in these weeks to look at
everyone around us and see God's image in him or
in her, forget those imperfections which blind us to
the beauty of every person, look deep into each one
who is our neighbor, and worshipfully, reverently
discover the divine presence, the divine likeness in
him or in her.

Only then we will be able to move on to the weeks
of preparation which will confront us one after the
other with our most common and most destructive
imperfections. If we try to look at ourselves, we
often feel that we don't have eyes to see, we have
no terms of reference: how can we see? There is a
mirror in which we can see both good and evil. Let
us, in the course of these days, read with an open
mind and open heart, with veneration the Gospel.
We will see in Christ what a true human being is;
we will see in His teaching what we are called to
be and to become; we will see in His apostles, in
those who surrounded Him the struggle for
perfection. Let us look into the Gospel as one looks
into a mirror, compare ourselves with what we
see, and we will then discover not only evil but
glory. And let us, inspired by it, move on, as Paul
says, from glory to glory, turning away from past
and rushing towards the fulfillment of our
vocation. Amen.



