
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized Bob 

Brewster. Recovering at Home: Paul Fuller, John 

Mahalchak (son). Sandi Tripak, Natalie Tooch, 

Marsha Wasilko, Leslie Wokutch. Shut in, 

Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie 

Popovich, Michael Soroka. 

 Vigil Lights:  From Charles A. Wasilko for 

the health of sisters, Doris & Marsha. From 

Doris Wasilko for the health of sister, Marsha. 

From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & Gregory Mell for 

the departed servants, Dn. Joseph Mell and 

Phyllis Esau; for the health of family and sister-

in-law/aunt Leslie Mell Wokutch. From Mr. & 

Mrs. R. Blaha for the departed servants, 

parents, brothers, Aunt Mary Ann & Estella, 

newly departed, Jim, Nancy, Joanna & Kum 

Marie; for the health of family, friends, siblings, 

and serving soldiers; special intention, peace, 

and birthdays. From John Mahalchak family for 

the departed servants, John, Veronica, Mary 

Catherine, Dimitri, and Anna Helen; for the 

health of friends & family, John, Cheryl, John, 

Daniel, Mary, Gregory, and Cindy; special 

intention. From Nataliia for the health of 

Gennady, Victoria, Solomiya, and Sofia. From 

Lindy Hamilton for the health of the Hamilton, 

Scott, and Guess families. From Nancy Shaytar 

for the departed servant, husband, George; for 

the health of Kathy Hines. From John 

Kowlacheck for the health of Olga Cozza and 

Galina Vilkova. 

 Thank you to our January donors! From Jan 

Widel From John Mahalchak (Incense $10) for 

the health of family and friends and for 

departed family and friends.. 
 

 Please remember to give a financial 

offering to the church regularly and 

consistently. The need is great as we receive a 

greater number of inquirers who are seeking the 

truth of the Orthodox Christian faith.  

 

This Week in Church School 

 

Today’s lesson: The Parable of the Sower 

 

Questions to ask/review:  

 What is a parable? In this parable, who is 

the sower? What are the seeds? What is the 

soil? 

 What kind of people are hard, rocky ground? 

Would seeds grow well there?  

 What kind of people are easily dried out by 

the hot sun? Would seeds grow well there?  

 What kind of people are so shallow the birds 

can eat the seeds? 

 What kind of things might be thorns that 

take over our lives?  

 What kind of people are rich soil?  

 How can we be like the rich soil? What can 

we change with God’s help? 

 

Suggested activities at home:  

 Read the scripture before bed: Mark 4:1-20 

and Luke 8:5-15.  

 

 Plant seeds at home. Review and discuss the 

parable as you both examine the soil. 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, enrich the soil of our hearts 

so that your Word may grow within us. Amen. 

 

The Master draws to Himself 

the nature He created. 

Though it was overcome 

by tyrannous greed, He begets it anew. 

By refashioning those born on earth 

He brings His greatest work 

to completion. 

For He came wishing to defend it. 
 

-Matins Hymn for Theophany 

 
Whether you’re searching for a 

new church home or just visiting, 

we’re glad you’re with us today. If 

you have a prayer request, are 

looking for more information about 

the Orthodox Faith, would like to 

join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 

Thomas, we invite you to scan the QR Code as 

your offering today. Please join us downstairs 

following the service. We want to get to know you! 

God bless you! 

 

This Week 

Sunday, January 11 

10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

          Church School 

Tuesday, January 13 

   9:00 am   Daily Matins 

   9:30 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Wednesday, January 14 

   6:30 pm   Daily Vespers 

   7:00 pm   Bible Study 

Thursday, January 15 

   9:00 am   Daily Matins 

   9:30 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Saturday, January 17 

3:30 pm   Exploring Orthodoxy Class 

4:30 pm   Confessions 

 5:00 pm   Parish Vigil 

Sunday, January 18 

10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved for 

Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves by 

prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are 
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross and 

receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the 

conclusion of the service. 

 

Announcements 
Holy water is available for the faithful at two 

stations. The smaller gold font in the vestibule, and 

the larger font at the front of the church on the 

right side. 

 

 Those who wish to have their home blessed, 

please contact Fr Thomas at 412-206-5012 or 

frthomas@orthodoxpittsburgh.org. 
 

 Our annual parish meeting will be held on 

Sunday, January 25. The Parish Council will be 

presenting the final recommendation regarding the 

domes for voting by the assembly. Only Orthodox 

parish members in good standing (receive the 

sacraments and financially support the church) 

may participate. See Fr Thomas for questions. 

 

 Parish Group and ministry Leaders are asked to 

submit a brief written report of the past year’s 

activities to Silviya Stoimenova 

silviya.stoimenova@gmail.com by this Saturday, 

January 17. 

 
 2026 wall calendars are available in the vestibule. 

Thank you to Szal Funeral Home for their generous 
sponsorship. 

 

 Our custodian, Paul Fuller, has retired from this 

physically challenging position. In the interim as we 

assess the situation, for the next few months we 
will be asking everyone to pitch in and help with 

the various tasks to keep our church clean and to 

undertake these tasks efficiently. Please ensure that 

you do not leave trash around any of the church 
properties, help clean up your area and surrounding 

it, and if you have time, offer to sweep or clean 

during the week.  

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Deacon John Skowron, Attached 

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs 

Sunday After the Theophany of Christ 
 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 

OrthodoxPittsburgh.org              January 11, 2026 

 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 



Tone 6 Troparion (Resurrection) 

The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; 

the guards became as dead men. 

Mary stood by Thy grave, 

seeking Thy most pure body. 

Thou didst capture hell not being tempted by it. 

Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. 

O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead,// 

glory to Thee.   

 

Tone 1 Troparion (Feast) 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, 

the worship of the Trinity was made manifest. 

For the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, 

and called Thee His beloved Son; 

and the Spirit in the form of a dove 

confirmed the truthfulness of His word. 

O Christ our God, Who hast revealed Thyself// 

and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee. 

 

Tone 4  Troparion (St Nicholas) 

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 

an image of humility, and a teacher of 

abstinence. 

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to 

you! 

Because of your poverty riches were granted to 

you! 

O holy Bishop Nicholas, 

pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 

 

Tone 8 Troparion (Ven. Theodosius) 

By a flood of tears thou didst make the desert 

fertile, 

and thy longing for God brought forth fruits in 

abundance. 

By the radiance of miracles thou didst illumine 

the whole universe.// 

Our Father Theodosius, pray to Christ God to 

save our souls! 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Resurrection) 

When Christ God, the Giver of Life, 

raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery 

with His mighty hand, 

He bestowed resurrection on the human race.// 

He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, 

and the God of all. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 8 Kontakion (Ven. Theodosius) 

Planted in the courts of thy Lord, thou didst 

blossom beautifully with virtue, 

and didst increase thy children in the desert, 

showering them with streams of thy tears,  

O chief shepherd of the divine flock of God. 

Therefore, we cry to thee: Rejoice, O Father 

Theodosius! 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 4 Kontakion (Feast) 

Today Thou hast shone forth to the world, O 

Lord, 

and the light of Thy countenance has been 

marked on us. 

Knowing Thee, we sing Thy praises: 

“Thou hast come and revealed Thyself,// 

O unapproachable Light.” 

 

Tone 1 Prokeimenon (Sunday After) 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have 

set our hope on Thee! (Ps. 32:22) 

 

Epistle Ephesians 4:7-13 (Sunday After) 

But to each one of us grace was given according 

to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore He 

says: 

 

“When He ascended on high, 

He led captivity captive, 

And gave gifts to men.” 

 

(Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean 

but that He also first descended into the lower 

parts of the earth? He who descended is also the 

One who ascended far above all the heavens, 

that He might fill all things.) 

 

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 

and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for 

the work of ministry, for the edifying of the 

body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of 

the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ; 

 

Gospel Matthew 4:12-17 (Sunday After) 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in 

prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving 

Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, 

which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun 

and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which 

was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 

 

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles: 

The people who sat in darkness have seen a 

great light, 

And upon those who sat in the region and 

shadow of death 

Light has dawned.” 

 

From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

 

Hymn to the Theotokos (Feast) 

Magnify, O my soul, the most pure Virgin 

Theotokos,  

more honorable than the heavenly hosts! 

 

No tongue knows how to praise thee worthily, O 

Theotokos; even Angels are overcome with awe 

praising thee. But since thou art good, accept 

our faith; for thou knowest our love inspired by 

God! Thou art the defender of Christians, and 

we magnify thee. 

 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! (Ps. 148:1) The righteous shall be in 

everlasting remembrance. He shall not fear evil  

tidings. (Ps. 111:6) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

To the unity of the faith. That is, until we shall 

be shown to have all one faith: for this is unity 

of faith, when we all are one, when we shall all 

alike acknowledge the common bond. Till then 

you must labor to this end. If for this you have 

received a gift, that you might edify others, look 

well that thou overturn not yourself, by envying 

another. God has honored you, and ordained 

you, that you should build up another. Yes, for 

about this was the Apostle also engaged; and for 

this was the prophet prophesying and 

persuading, and the Evangelist preaching the 

Gospel, and for this was the pastor and teacher; 

all had undertaken one common work. For tell 

me not of the difference of the spiritual gifts; 

but that all had one work. Now when we shall 

all believe alike then shall there be unity; for 

that this is what he calls a perfect man, is plain. 

And yet he elsewhere calls us babes 1 

Corinthians 13:11, even when we are of mature 

age; but he is there looking to another 

comparison, for there it is in comparison with 

our future knowledge that he there calls us 

babes. For having said, We know in part 1 

Corinthians 13:9-12, he adds also the word 

darkly, and the like: whereas here he speaks 

with reference to another thing, with reference 

to changeableness, as he says also elsewhere, 

But solid food is for full-grown men. Hebrews 

5:14 Do you see then also in what sense he there 

calls them full-grown? Observe also in what 

sense he calls men perfect here, by the words 

next added, where he says, that we may be no 

longer children. That we keep, he means to say, 

that little measure, which we may have 

received, with all diligence, with firmness and 

steadfastness. – St John Chrysostom (late 4th c) 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, January 11 


