
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized 

Marsha Wasilko (possibly now in rehab). Home: 

Paul Fuller, John Mahalchak (son). Natalie 

Tooch, Leslie Wokutch. Shut in, Rehabilitation, 

or Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael 

Soroka. 

 

 Vigil Lights ) From Charles A. Wasilko for 

the health of sisters, Doris & Marsha. From 

Marsha Wasilko for the health of the Wasilko 

family. From Doris Wasilko for the health of 

the Wasilko family. From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & 

Gregory Mell for the departed servants, Dn. 

Joseph Mell; for the health of family and sister-

in-law/aunt Leslie Mell Wokutch. From Richard 

& Sonia Blaha for the departed servants, 

parents, brothers, uncle Geroge, Kum Michael, 

Kuma Marie, Esther, Joanna, Nancy; for the 

health of family, friends, siblings, serving 

soldiers, special intention, peace, birthdays and 

anniversaries. From John Mahalchak family for 

the departed servants, Mary Catherine, John, 

Veronica, friends & family, grandfather Dimitri; 

for the health of John, Cheryl, John, Daniel, 

Mary, Gregory, and Cindy; special intention. 

From Nancy Pravlochak for the departed 

servants, husband, John; for the health of our 

family. From Irene Kulchock for the departed 

aervants, Richard, Frank, Stephen, Mary, Jan, 

and Bridget. From Lindy Hamilton for the 

health of the Hamilton, Scott, and Guess 

families. From John and Olga for the departed 

Angeline Kosmo; for the health of Galina, 

Matthew and Rachel. From John Kowalcheck 

for the health of Olga Cozza. 
 

 Thank you to our January donors! From Jan 

Widel From John Mahalchak (Incense $10) for 

the health of family and friends and for 

departed family and friends.. 

This Week in Church School 

 

Today’s lesson: Calming of the Storm and Walking 

on the Water 

 

Questions to ask/review:  

 Where were the disciples? What was the 

weather like?  

 How did the disciples feel? What are some 
times we feel like our life is a “storm”? 

 What did Jesus do? How does He calm 

“storms” in our life?  

 Who wanted to walk with Jesus? What 

happened when Peter looked down?  

 Are there times we “look down” or “take our 

eyes off” God? 

 What did Jesus say to Peter (and us) about why 

he “sank”? (we can achieve great things with 

great faith in God) 

 

Suggested activities at home:  

 Prepare for the blessing of your home: Your 

child can help prepare by making sure his 

room is tidy and the light is on. Let your child 

help prepare the bowl, candle, and icon. Role 

play the sequence the priest will follow in the 

home. 

 Ask the children to reenact one of Christ’s 

miracles in a short skit.  

 Read the stories together: Mark 6: 32-46 and 

Matthew 14:24-33 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, for travelers by land, by sea, 

and by air, let us pray to the Lord God. Lord have 

mercy. 

 

With baptism the old covenant ends and the new 

begins. This is seen in the fact that the inaugurator 

of the New Testament is John the Baptist. “Among 

those born of women there is none greater than 

John.” He is the crown of all the prophetic 

tradition: “For all the prophets and the law 

prophesied until John.” Of the gospel dispensation 

he was the firstfruits, for we read “the beginning 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ” and after some words 

“John did baptize in the wilderness.” 

 
Whether you’re searching for a 

new church home or just visiting, 

we’re glad you’re with us today. 

If you have a prayer request, are 

looking for more information 

about the Orthodox Faith, would 

like to join our parish, or would like to speak 

with Fr Thomas, we invite you to scan the QR 

Code as your offering today. Please join us 

downstairs following the service. We want to 

get to know you! God bless you! 
 

This Week 
Sunday, January 4 

10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

          Church School 

Monday, January 5 

 7:00 pm   Vigil of Theophany of Christ 

Tuesday, January 6: Theophany of Christ 

 9:30 am   Festal Divine Liturgy 

Thursday, January 8 

   9:00 am   Daily Matins 

   9:30 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Saturday, January 10 

3:30 pm   Exploring Orthodoxy Class 

4:30 pm   Confessions 

 5:00 pm   Parish Vigil 

Sunday, January 11 

10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 

for Orthodox Christians who prepare 

themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox 

visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate 

the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed 

bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

 

Announcements 
This Tuesday we will celebrate the great feast 

of the Theophany of Christ when he was 

baptized in the Jordan River. On this day we 

bless water. The faithful are encouraged to 

bring your own clean, suitable container to take 

holy water home for blessing and drinking. 

 

 Please remember to give a financial 

offering to the church regularly and 

consistently. The need is great as we receive a 

greater number of inquirers who are seeking the 

truth of the Orthodox Christian faith. May God 

bless you for your faithfulness! 

 

 2026 wall calendars are available in the 

vestibule. Thank you to Szal Funeral Home for 

their generous sponsorship. 

 

Our custodian, Paul Fuller, has retired from this 

physically challenging position. In the interim as 

we assess the situation, for the next few 

months we will be asking everyone to pitch in 

and help with the various tasks to keep our 

church clean and to undertake these tasks 

efficiently. Please ensure that you do not leave 

trash around any of the church properties, help 

clean up your area and surrounding it, and if 

you have time, offer to sweep or clean during 

the week. 

 
  

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Deacon John Skowron, Attached 

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs 

Sunday Before the Theophany of Christ 
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St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 



Tone 5 Troparion (Resurrection) 

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the 

Word, 

co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 

born for our salvation from the Virgin; 

for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the 

flesh, 

to endure death, 

and to raise the dead// 

by His glorious Resurrection.  

 

Tone 4  Troparion (Forefeast)  

Prepare, O Zebulon, 

and adorn thyself, O Naphtali! 

River Jordan, cease flowing, 

and receive with joy the Master coming to be 

baptized! 

Adam, rejoice with our first Mother, 

and do not hide yourselves as you did of old in 

Paradise; 

for having seen you naked, 

He has appeared to clothe you with the first 

garment.// 

Christ has appeared to renew all creation. 

 

Tone 4  Troparion (St Nicholas) 

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 

an image of humility, and a teacher of 

abstinence. 

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to 

you! 

Because of your poverty riches were granted to 

you! 

O holy Bishop Nicholas, 

pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 

 

Tone 3 Troparion (Apostles) 

Holy Apostles of the Seventy 

entreat the merciful God // 

to grant our souls forgiveness of transgressions! 

 

Tone 5 Kontakion (Resurrection) 

Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior, 

shattering its gates as Almighty, 

resurrecting the dead as Creator, 

and destroying the sting of death. 

Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O 

Lover of man,// 

and we cry to Thee: “O Lord, save us!” 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 2 Kontakion (Apostles) 

O faithful, let us praise with hymns 

the choir of the seventy disciples of Christ. 

They have taught us all to worship the 

undivided Trinity, 

for they are divine lamps of the faith. 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 4 Kontakion (Forefeast) 

Today the Lord enters the Jordan and cries out 

to John: 

“Do not be afraid to baptize Me.// 

For I have come to save Adam, the first-formed 

man.” 

 

Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Sunday Before) 

O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine 

inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a) 

 

Epistle 2 Timothy 4:5-8 (Sunday Before) 

But you be watchful in all things, endure 

afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 

your ministry. 

 

For I am already being poured out as a drink 

offering, and the time of my departure is at 

hand. I have fought the good fight, I have 

finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, 

there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me 

only but also to all who have loved His 

appearing. 

 

Gospel Mark 1:1-8 (Sunday After) 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God. As it is written in the Prophets: 

 

“Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, 

Who will prepare Your way before You.” 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

Make His paths straight.’ ” 

 

John came baptizing in the wilderness and 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, and 

those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were 

all baptized by him in the Jordan River, 

confessing their sins. 

 

Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and 

with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. And he preached, 

saying, “There comes One after me who is 

mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not 

worthy to stoop down and loose. I indeed 

baptized you with water, but He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia! 

 

fter the feast of the Circumcision (Jan. 1), 

the Church turns its gaze from our Lord's 

infancy and childhood to his public 

ministry, which will begin with His baptism 

(Matthew 3:13-17). The feast of our Lord's 

baptism is called the Theophany, meaning "the 

manifestation" or "appearance of God", and is 

celebrated on January 6. 

 

During the days leading up to the Nativity, we 

sang the pre-festive troparion: "Bethlehem, 

make ready; Ephrathah, prepare youself." 

Beginning on January 2 at Vespers (that is, 

starting on the evening of January 1), we look to 

Galilee and the River Jordan and sing the pre-

festive troparion of Theophany: 

 

Zebulun, make ready; Naphtali, prepare 

yourself. O River Jordan, stand and leap for joy 

to receive the Master coming to be baptized. O 

Adam, rejoice with the first mother, Eve, and do 

not hide yourselves as once you did in Paradise. 

For, seeing you naked, Christ has appeared to 

put on the first robe. He has appeared to renew 

all creation. 

 

Both events - the birth of Christ, and His 

baptism in the Jordan - were manifestations or 

appearances of God; in other words, 

theophanies. Each was a crucial step in God's 

plan of salvation for the human race. 

 

As we prepare to celebrate Theophany, let us 

gain the spiritual clarity to behold the glory of 

Christ’s baptism by straightening the crooked 

areas of our lives. Instead of finding ways to 

ignore the preaching of the Forerunner, let us 

take his sobering message to heart as we confess 

our sins and reorient ourselves to our Lord and 

His Kingdom. The Messiah is born and is on His 

way to the Jordan where His divinity will shine 

forth. Will we have the eyes to see His glory? 

Will we be ready for Him? There is only one way 

to prepare and that is to repent as we turn away 

from all that hinders our full participation in the 

divine glory manifest in Him. Now is the time to 

get ready to share personally in this great 

mystery of our salvation by preparing the way 

of the Lord and making His paths straight in our 

own lives. 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, January 4 


