Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized (none);
Home: Paul Fuller, John Mahalchak (son). Natalie
Tooch, Leslie Wokutch. Shut in, Rehabilitation, or
Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka

» Vigil Lights (Dec 28) From Charles A. Wasilko for
the health of sisters, Doris & Marsha, and Paul Fuller.
From Marsha Wasilko for the health of the Wasilko
family. From Doris Wasilko for the departed servants
of the Wasilko & Dyczko families; for the health of the
Wasilko family. From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & Gregory
Mell for the departed servants, Dn. Joseph Mell and
Phyllis Esau; for the health of family and sister-in-
law/aunt Leslie Mell Wokutch. From Richard & Sonia
Blaha for the departed servants, parents, brothers,
Aunt Rose, and friends; for the health of family,
friends, siblings, serving soldiers, Sandy, Fr. Tom,
and Sandra; special intention, peace, and birthdays.
From John Mahalchak family for the departed
servants, John, Veronica, friends & family; for the
health of John, Cheryl, John, Daniel, Mary, Gregory,
and Cindy; special intention. From Nancy Pravlochak
for the departed servants, husband, John, our parents,
Dorothy Kocak, and Marilyn Maiello; for the health of
our family. From Nataliia for the health of Gennady,
Victoria, Solomiya, and Sofia. From the Yurkowski
family for the departed servant, Nicholas.

(Dec 21) From Doris Wasilko for the departed
servant, Grandmother, Katherine Dyczko; for the
health of the Wasilko family. From Marsha Wasilko
for the departed servant, Grandmother, Katherine
Dyczko; for the health of the Wasilko family; special
thanks. From Charles A. Wasilko for the departed
servant, Baba Dyczko. From John Mahalchak family
for the departed servants, friends & family, John,
Veronica, Anna, Dimitri, & Helen; for the health of
friends and family, John, Cheryl, Gregory, Cindy,
John, Mary, and Daniel; special intention. From Mat.
Joni for the departed servant, mother, Barbara Naiser
» Thank you to our December donors! From Jan
Widel (Bulletin $60) in memory of the departed
members of the Puskar and Morris Families; from
Nancy Pravlochak (Holy Bread $50) for the health of
family; from Donya Yewisiak (Altar Candles $50) in
memory of Matushka Olga Soroka; from the Robes
family (Communion Wine $40) for the health of Anna
on her “17% birthday; from Jim and Leslie Wokutch
(Incense $10) on the occasion of their birthdays.

This Week in Church School

No Church School today.
See you next Sunday for Church School!

Veloura Vintage Donation

Last chance! Katarina Mertz, owner of Veloura
Vintage, a popular online business that creates
unique, handcrafted jewelry combining vintage
pieces with artisan wire wrapping. Katarina is
graciously donating 15% of her profits from now
until the under of the year to our Commuinity
Food Pantry. Go to https://velouravintage.com/
to shop. Thank you, Katarina!

recalled all the forefathers, both of the

I n the Sundays before the Nativity, we
flesh and of the spirit, who lead up to

Christ. Today we celebrate the memory of three
particular saints who are closely related to our
Lord, David the King, Joseph the Betrothed, and
James the Brother of the Lord.

The prophet and King David is the source of the
royal line of the Hebrews from which both the
Virgin Mary and the righteous Joseph were
descended. Because of this lineage, Jesus Christ
could properly be called, “King of the Jews”, for
in the flesh, He is of royal lineage. Of course,
because He is also God, the maker and ruler of
all creation and was therefore not only King of
the Jews but King of all that is.

From each of these righteous men—David,
Joseph and James—we learn much about the
spiritual life. David, of course, was a man after
God’s own heart, as the scripture tells us and so
from him, we can learn how to draw near to
God. Even when he fell into grave sin, we see
from David's deep and heartfelt repentance our
own path back to God when we fall away.

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

SAINT NICHOLAS

e ORTHODOX CHURCH

Whether you’re searching for a
new church home or just visiting,
we’re glad you’re with us today.
If you have a prayer request, are
looking for more information
about the Orthodox Faith, would
like to join our parish, or would like to speak
with Fr Thomas, we invite you to scan the QR
Code as your offering today. Please join us
downstairs following the service. We want to
get to know you! God bless you!

This Week

Sunday, December 28
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, December 30
No Matins or Office Hours
Thursday, January 1: Circumcision of Christ
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Saturday, January 3
3:30 pm Exploring Orthodoxy Class
4:30 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, January 4
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School

#00

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved
for Orthodox Christians who prepare
themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox
visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate
the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed
bread) at the conclusion of the service.

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached

Deacon John Skowron, Attached

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs
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Announcements

» As the end of the year approaches, please
consider offering a year-end financial gift to
our parish. The need is great as we receive a
greater number of inquirers who are seeking the
truth of the Orthodox Christian faith. May God
bless you for your faithfulness!

» The Orthodox Pen Club will meet today in the
Educational Building after Coffee Hour.
Everyone is welcomed to attend.

» No Church School today. A regular session of
Church School will be held next Sunday after
the Divine Liturgy at the normal time.

»>2026 wall calendars are available in the
vestibule. Thank you to Szal Funeral Home for
their generous sponsorship.

»We offer our sincerest gratitude to Paul (and
Lois) Fuller for his many years of dedicated and
superior service to our church as our custodian.
Paul was meticulous in his cleaning and always
went above and beyond caring for our grounds.
Paul recently suffered a mini-stroke and is at
home convalescing. With that event, Paul
offered his retirement from this physically
challenging position. In the interim as we assess
the situation, for the next few months we will
be asking everyone to pitch in and help with
the various tasks to keep our church clean and
to undertake these tasks efficiently. Again, we
offer Paul Fuller our deepest gratitude.



Hymns and Readings for Sunday, December 28

Tone 4 Troparion (Resurrection)

When the women disciples of the Lord learned
from the angel

the joyous message of Thy Resurrection,

they cast away the ancestral curse

and elatedly told the apostles:

“Death is overthrown!

Christ God is risen,//

granting the world great mercy!”

Tone 4 Troparion (Feast)

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,

has shone to the world the light of wisdom!
For by it, those who worshipped the stars,
were taught by a star to adore Thee,

the Sun of Righteousness,

and to know Thee, the Orient from on high.//
O Lord, glory to Thee!

Tone 2 Troparion (Righteous Ones)
Proclaim the wonder, O Joseph,

to David, the ancestor of God;

thou hast seen a Virgin great with child;

and thou didst give glory with the shepherds;
thou didst worship with the Magi,

and didst receive the news from the Angel.//
Pray to Christ God to save our souls!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit.

Tone 3 Kontakion (Righteous Ones)

Today godly David is filled with joy;

Joseph and James offer praise.

The glorious crown of their kinship with Christ
fills them with great joy.

They sing praises to the One ineffably born on
earth,//

and they cry out: “O Compassionate One, save
those who honor Thee!”

Tone 3 Kontakion (Feast)

Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent
One,

and the earth offers a cave to the
Unapproachable One!

Angels with shepherds glorify Him!

The Wise Men journey with the star,//

since for our sake the eternal God was born as a
little Child!

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; / in
wisdom hast Thou made them all. (Ps. 103:26)

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Righteous Ones)
God is wonderful in His saints, / the God of
Israel. (Ps. 67:35a)

Epistle Galatians 1:11-19 (Sunday After)

But I make known to you, brethren, that the
gospel which was preached by me is not
according to man. For I neither received it from
man, nor was I taught it, but it came through
the revelation of Jesus Christ.

For you have heard of my former conduct in
Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God
beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I
advanced in Judaism beyond many of my
contemporaries in my own nation, being more
exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my
fathers.

But when it pleased God, who separated me
from my mother’s womb and called me through
His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might
preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not
immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were

apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and
returned again to Damascus.

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to
see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days.
But I saw none of the other apostles except
James, the Lord’s brother.

Gospel Matthew 2:13-23 (Sunday After)

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I
bring you word; for Herod will seek the young
Child to destroy Him.”

When he arose, he took the young Child and His
mother by night and departed for Egypt, and
was there until the death of Herod, that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I
called My Son.”

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived
by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he
sent forth and put to death all the male children
who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts,
from two years old and under, according to the
time which he had determined from the wise
men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophet, saying:

“A voice was heard in Ramabh,

Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children,

Refusing to be comforted,

Because they are no more.”

Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and
His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for

those who sought the young Child’s life are
dead.” Then he arose, took the young Child and
His mother, and came into the land of Israel.

But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning
over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a
dream, he turned aside into the region of
Galilee. And he came and dwelt in a city called
Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a
Nazarene.”

Hymn to the Theotokos (Feast)

Magnify, O my soul, the most pure Virgin
Theotokos, more honorable and more
glorious than the heavenly hosts.

I behold a strange, most glorious mystery:

heaven—the cave;

the cherubic throne—the Virgin;

the manger—the place where Christ lay:

the uncontainable God, Whom we magnify in
song.

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in
the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Rejoice in the Lord, O
you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

he gospel reading confronts us with the reality

of evil. Herod’s slaughter of the innocents in

Bethlehem is a stark reminder of the
brokenness of the world. The cries of mothers echo
through history, symbolizing the suffering of
countless innocents in every generation. This
tragedy is a lens through which we see the ongoing
battle between good and evil. The Holy Innocents,
though unaware of their sacrifice, are honored as
the f irst martyrs for Christ. Their witness calls us
to remember life’s sanctity and stand against the
injustices and evils of our time.



