
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized (none); 

Home: Bob Brewster, John Mahalchak (son). Natalie 

Tooch, Leslie Wokutch. Shut in, Rehabilitation, or 
Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka 

 

 Vigil Lights  From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

health of sisters, Leslie Wokutch, Sandi Tirpak, Chuck 

Widel. From Marsha Wasilko for the departed 
servant, Marie Baronyak; for the health of the 

Wasilko family, Leslie Wokutch, and Sandi Tirpak. 

From Doris Wasilko for the departed servants- 

parents, Charles & Mary; for the health of Leslie 
Wokutch, Sandi Tirpak, and Chuck Widel. From Mat. 

Nancy K. Mell & Gregory Mell for the departed 

servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the health of family and 

sister-in-law/aunt Leslie Mell Wokutch. From 
Richard & Sonia Blaha for the departed servants, 

parents, brothers, Aunt Cathy, Aunt Norma, Louise, 

and the newly departed; for the health of family, 

friends, siblings, serving soldiers; special intention, 
peace, and birthdays. From Nancy Shaytar for the 

departed servants, husband, George and John 

Kraynak; for the health of Leslie Wokutch, Michael 

Soroka, Sandi Tirpak, and Chuck Widel. From John 

Mahalchak family for the departed servants, friends 
& family; for the health of John, Cheryl, John, Daniel, 

Mary, Gregory, and Cindy; special intention. From 

Marina & Vlad Petrov for the departed servant, Boris 

Petrov. From Nancy Pravlochak for the departed 
servants, husband, John and newly departed, Marilyn 

Maiello; for the health of son, John, on his birthday, 

grandson, Alex, on his birthday, and for our family. 

From Nataliia for the health of Gennady, Nataliia, 
Victoria, Solomiya, and Sofia. From Lindy Hamilton 

for the health of the Hamilton & Scott families and 

Larry Guess; special intention. 

 
 Thank you to our December donors! From Jan 

Widel (Bulletin $60) in memory of the departed 

members of the Puskar and Morris Families; from 

Nancy Pravlochak (Holy Bread $50) for the health of 

family; from Donya Yewisiak (Altar Candles $50) in 
memory of Matushka Olga Soroka; from the Robes 

family (Communion Wine $40) for the health of Anna 

on her `17th birthday; from Jim and Leslie Wokutch 

(Incense $10) ion the occasion of their birthdays. 

This Week in Church School 

Parents are reminded that roles are being assigned for 

the Yolka (Christmas Pageant). Please review the 

script with your child this week. 

 

Veloura Vintage Donation 
Katarina Mertz, owner of Veloura Vintage, a 

popular online business that creates unique, 

handcrafted jewelry combining vintage pieces with 

artisan wire wrapping. Katarina is graciously 

donating 15% of her profits from now until the 

under of the year to our Commuinity Food Pantry. 

Go to https://velouravintage.com/ to shop. Thank 

you, Katarina! 

 
he subject of the blessed Abraham is known as 

much by the wise men as by common Christians. 

For the Book of Genesis, written by the Prophet 

Moses, which speaks of him, is read to be heard by all 
Christians in the Church, during the fasting days of 

the Holy and Great Lent. Wherefore we all learn from 

this book, that our forefather Abraham was from the 

land of the Chaldeans, and he was a gentile. The 

Chaldeans were a nation before the Jews. And his 
father Terah was an idolater. The divine Abraham 

was also an idolater, but he was not prevented by this 

from coming to know the true God. Rather, we should 

say something strange, for the great Abraham even by 
this idolatry was led to understand the true God. He 

became the father of many nations. Isaac was born of 

Abraham, Jacob was born of Isaac, and from Jacob 

was born Judah (from whose tribe Christ was born) 
and his brother Patriarchs. For this reason therefore 

our God-bearing Fathers and Teachers, have arranged 

it for today to commemorate the divine Abraham, as 

the forefather from whom Christ was born. And they 

delivered this to be reckoned by us, not for a long 
period of many days, but near the birth in the flesh of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. This was not done simply by 

chance, but according to the divine inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit. For the most good and philanthropic Son 
of God, made the Patriarch Abraham and his 

descendants His forefathers according to His human 

nature. Thus the most divine Fathers rightly deemed 

for us to celebrate their memory as Forefathers, not 
long from the Lord's nativity according to the flesh. 

 
Whether you’re searching for a new 

church home or just visiting, we’re 

glad you’re with us today. If you have 
a prayer request, are looking for 

more information about the 

Orthodox Faith, would like to join 

our parish, or would like to speak with Fr Thomas, 
we invite you to scan the QR Code as your offering 

today. Please join us downstairs following the service. 

We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

This Week 
Sunday, December 14 

10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

           Church School 

Tuesday, December 16 

 9:00 am   Daily Matins 

 9:30 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Thursday, December 18 

 9:00 am   Daily Matins 

 9:30 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Saturday, December 20 

3:30 pm   Exploring Orthodoxy Class 

4:30 pm   Confessions 

 5:00 pm   Parish Vigil 

Sunday, December 21 

10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

          Church School 

          Yolka (Christmas Program) 

 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 

for Orthodox Christians who prepare 

themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox 

visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate 

the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed 

bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

 

Announcements 
 (Weather Permitting) The Clergy Brotherhood 

of Pittsburgh is sponosoring a Christmas 

Concert of various Orthodox Choirs from the 

region as well as the Pan Orthodox Choir of 

Pittsburgh on Sunday, December 14 at 4:00 

pm. The concert will be held at St Nicholas 

Serbian Orthodox Church, 2110 Haymaker Rd, 

Monroeville, PA 15146. A free will offering will 

be taken to benefit local Orthodox charities. 

 

 The Orthodox Pen Club meeting is on 

Sunday, December 21 after Yolka in the 

educational building. Welcome to our Christmas 

cards and wax seal workshop!The Orthodox Pen 

Club meeting is on Sunday, December 21 after 

Yolka in the educational building. Welcome to 

our Christmas cards and wax seal workshop! 

 

 2026 wall calendars are available in the 

vestibule. Thank you to Szal Funeral Home for 

their generous sponsorship. 

 

Nativity of Christ Services 
Tuesday, December 23 

   10:00 am   Royal Hours 

Wednesday, December 24 

   9:30 am   Vesperal Divine Liturgy 

   4:30 pm   Communal Holy Supper 

   7:00 pm   Festal Vigil of the Nativity 

Thursday, December 25 

   10:00 am   Festal Liturgy of the Nativity 

Friday, December 26 

   9:30 am   Divine Liturgy 
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St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 



Tone 2 Troparion (Resurrection) 

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life 

immortal, 

Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy 

Godhead. 

And when from the depths Thou didst raise the 

dead, 

all the powers of heaven cried out:// 

“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to Thee!”  

 

Tone 2 Troparion (Forefathers) 

Through faith Thou didst justify the Forefathers,  

betrothing through them the Church of the 

gentiles.  

These saints exult in glory,  

for from their seed came forth a glorious fruit:  

she who bore Thee without seed.//  

So by their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on 

us! 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Forefathers)  

You did not worship the graven image, 

O thrice-blessed ones, 

but armed with the immaterial Essence of God, 

you were glorified in a trial by fire. 

From the midst of unbearable flames you called 

on God, crying: 

“Hasten, O compassionate One!  

Speedily come to our aid,// 

for Thou art merciful and able to do as Thou 

dost will!”   

 

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Forefathers) 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, / 

and praised and glorified is Thy Name forever! 

(v. 3) 

 

Epistle  Colossians 3:4-11 (Forefathers) 

When Christ who is our life appears, then you 

also will appear with Him in glory. 

Therefore put to death your members which are 

on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, 

evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

Because of these things the wrath of God is 

coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which 

you yourselves once walked when you lived in 

them. 

 

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: 

anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language 

out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, 

since you have put off the old man with his 

deeds, and have put on the new man who is 

renewed in knowledge according to the image of 

Him who created him, where there is neither 

Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is 

all and in all. 

 

Gospel Luke 14:16-24 (Forefathers) 

hen He said to him, “A certain man gave a great 

supper and invited many, and sent his servant at 

supper time to say to those who were invited, 

‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But they all 

with one accord began to make excuses. The 

first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of 

ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to 

have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have 

bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test 

them. I ask you to have me excused.’ Still 

another said, ‘I have married a wife, and 

therefore I cannot come.’ So that servant came 

and reported these things to his master. Then 

the master of the house, being angry, said to his 

servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and 

lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and 

the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ And the 

servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you 

commanded, and still there is room.’ Then the 

master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the 

highways and hedges, and compel them to come 

in, that my house may be filled. For I say to you 

that none of those men who were invited shall 

taste my supper.’ ” 

 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Rejoice in the Lord, O 

you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

On the Nativity Fast 
St Leo the Great (400-461 AD) 

 

The aids, dearly beloved, that have been divinely 

established for the sanctification of our minds 

and bodies are renewed without interruption 

with the cycles of days and seasons, so that the 

very medicine of our weaknesses may remind us 

of them. For a nature that is changeable and 

mortal from the stain of sin — although already 

redeemed and reborn through Holy Baptism — 

is, insofar as it is still subject to suffering, so far 

inclined toward worse things. It would be 

corrupted by fleshly desire unless it were 

fortified by spiritual aid; for just as there is 

never lacking something by which it might fall, 

so there is always present something by which it 

may stand, as the Apostle says: “For God is 

faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 

beyond what you are able, but will also make a 

way of escape, that you may be able to endure” 

(1 Cor. 10:13). 

 

Therefore, although the Lord protects those who 

fight, and He who is mighty in battle (Ps. 23:8) 

exhorts His soldiers and says, “Do not fear, for I 

have overcome the world” (John 16:33), it must 

nevertheless be understood, dearly beloved, that 

by this encouragement fear has been removed, 

not the contest; and although the sting of fear is 

blunted, the cause of struggle still remains. For 

the cunning enemy stirs up the conflict terribly 

through the fury of persecution, but more 

harmfully inflicts it under the appearance of 

peace. 

 

For where battles are open, there also are the 

crowns manifest. And this itself nourishes and 

inflames the strength of patience: that as 

tribulation is near, so also is the promise close 

at hand. But when the public assaults of the 

wicked cease, and the devil refrains from 

massacres and tortures of the faithful, lest by 

the stubbornness of his cruelties the triumphs of 

our people increase, the raging adversary turns 

bloody hostilities into quiet ambushes: so that 

those whom he could not overcome by hunger 

and cold, by flames or sword, he might soften by 

idleness, entangle with desires, swell with 

ambition, and corrupt with pleasure. 

 

But against these and all other such things, the 

Christian army possesses powerful defenses and 

victorious weapons, while the Spirit of truth 

instructs His soldiers: gentleness extinguishes 

anger, generosity destroys avarice, and kindness 

quenches envy. For as the right hand of the Most 

High transforms the hearts of many, the old 

state has passed into newness, and from 

servants of iniquity have arisen ministers of 

righteousness. Continence has subdued lust, 

humility has driven away pride; and those who 

were defiled by impurity have shone with 

chastity. 

 

To these conversions, dearly beloved, the 

providence of God’s grace has added holy fasts, 

which on certain days require from the whole 

Church the devotion of a common observance. 

For although it is good and praiseworthy that 

each individual member of the Body of Christ be 

adorned with its own proper duties, it is 

nevertheless a work of higher and holier virtue 

when the hearts of the faithful converge in a 

single intention: so that He to whom our 

sanctification is a supplication may be overcome 

not only in part but also in full strength. 

 

The nature of this season is that no one should 

grow numb with the cold of unbelief, but rather 

be strengthened by the spirit of charity. 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, December 14 


