Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized (none);
Home: Bob Brewster, John Mahalchak (son).
Natalie Tooch, Leslie Wokutch. Shut in,
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich,
Michael Soroka

» Vigil Lights From Charles A. Wasilko for the
health of sisters, Doris & Marsh, and Leslie
Wokutch. From Marsha Wasilko for the health of
the Wasilko family. From Doris Wasilko for the
departed servants of the Wasilko & Dyczko
families; for the health of the Wasilko family.
From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & Gregory Mell for the
departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the health of
family and Leslie Wokutch. From Richard & Sonia
Blaha for the departed servants, mother, Dorothy
+5 years, Uncle John; newly departed and parents,
Pete, Leo, & Betty; for the health of family, friends,
siblings, serving soldiers; special intention, peace,
and birthdays. From Nancy Shaytar for the
departed servant, husband, George; for the health
of Barbara Crossland, June Peters, Nancy
Pravlochak, and Fr. Tom. From John Mahalchak
family for the departed servants, friends & family;
for the health of friends and family, John, Cheryl,
John, Daniel, Mary, Gregory, and Cindy; special
intention. From the Yurkowski family for the
departed servant, Julia. From John Kowalcheck for
the departed servant, Carol Ann Kowalcheck. From
John & Olga for the health of Galina Vilkova;
protection of our family in their travels. From
Donya Yewisiak for the health of Sandi Tirpak &
Leslie Wokutch. From Lindy Hamilton for the
health of the Hamilton & Scott families.

» Thank you to our December donors! From Jan
Widel (Bulletin $60) in memory of the departed
members of the Puskar and Morris Families; from
Nancy Pravlochak (Holy Bread $50) for the health
of family; from Donya Yewisiak (Altar Candles
$50) in memory of Matushka Olga Soroka; from
the Robes family (Communion Wine $40) for the
health of Anna on her ‘17% birthday; from Jim and
Leslie Wokutch (Incense $10) ion the occasion of
their birthdays.

This Week in Church School

Parents are reminded that roles are being assigned for
the Yolka (Christmas Pageant). Please review the
script with your child this week.

n the day of St Nicholas’ consecration

as bishop, one young mother was home

bathing her infant. The metal bathing
tub was over a fire to heat the water and keep it
warm.

The cathedral bells rang out, telling everyone it
was time to be at the cathedral.

Completely forgetting what she was doing, the
mother ran from the house all the way to the
cathedral. Once there, she stood at the back, just
barely able to see as all the bishops laid their
hands on Nicholas. The young mother joined in
the hymns and prayers.

After the consecration, she returned home, still
not remembering her baby. Entering the house,
the room was filled with smoke. She was
terrified that her baby would have perished.

However, the baby was still sitting in the tub,
smiling and completely unharmed. The mother
picked up her child, thanking God that Nicholas
had spared her baby's life. This was the first
miracle attributed to Nicholas after he became a
bishop.

Veloura Vintage Donation

Katarina Mertz, owner of Veloura Vintage, a
popular online business that creates unique,
handcrafted jewelry combining vintage pieces with
artisan wire wrapping. Katarina is graciously
donating 15% of her profits from now until the
under of the year to our Commuinity Food Pantry.
Go to https://velouravintage.com/ to shop. Thank
St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify
God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and

service to those in need around us.

SAINT NICHOLAS

e ORTHODOX CHURCH

Whether you’re searching for a new
church home or just visiting, we’re
glad you’re with us today. If you have
a prayer request, are looking for
more information about the
Orthodox Faith, would like to join
our parish, or would like to speak with Fr Thomas,
we invite you to scan the QR Code as your offering
today. Please join us downstairs following the service.
We want to get to know you! God bless you!

This Week

Sunday, December 7
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School
St Nicholas Luncheon
Tuesday, December 9
9:00 am Daily Matins
9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Wednesday, December 10
6:30 pm Daily Vespers
7:00 PM Bible Study
Thursday, December 11
9:00 am Daily Matins
9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Saturday, December 13
3:30 pm Exploring Orthodoxy Class
4:30 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, December 14
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School
To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved
for Orthodox Christians who prepare
themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox
visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate
the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed
bread) at the conclusion of the service.

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached

Deacon John Skowron, Attached

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs
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Announcements

» We welcome His Eminence Archbishop
Melchisedek this morning as he leads us in the
Divine Liturgy. Many years to you, Vladyka!

> After the Divine Liturgy today everyone is
invited downstairs for our annual St Nicholas
Luncheon. Thank you to Melissa Graff for
organizing this weekend and everyone to helped
to prepare the food and drinks for the three
social events this weekend. May God richly bless
you for your love and service to our community.

> Please remember Fr Thomas in your prayers
on Friday. He will be undergoing a second
surgical procedure on his right hand to attempt
to correct an ongoing neuropathy issue.

» The Clergy Brotherhood of Pittsburgh is
sponosoring a Christmas Concert of various
Orthodox Choirs from the region as well as the
Pan Orthodox Choir of Pittsburgh on Sunday,
December 14 at 4:00 pm. The concert will be
held at St Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church,
2110 Haymaker Rd, Monroeville, PA 15146. A
free will offering will be taken to benefit local
Orthodox charities.

» 2026 wall calendars are available in the
vestibule. Thank you to Szal Funeral Home for
their generous sponsorship.

» Our deepest gratitude to all those who helped
complete our church hall refresh. Your work
saved our church $10,000. Thank you!.



Hymns and Readings for Sunday, December 7

Tone 1 Troparion (Resurrection)

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews,

while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure
body,

Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior,

granting life to the world.

The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O
Giver of Life:

“Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!

Glory to Thy Kingdom!//

Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who lovest
mankind!”

Tone 4 Troparion (St Nicholas)

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence.

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to

you!
Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!

O holy Bishop Nicholas,
pray to Christ our God to save our souls.

Tone 4 Troparion (St. Ambrose)

In truth thou wast revealed to thy flock as a rule
of faith,

an image of humility and a teacher of
abstinence;

thy humility exalted thee;

and thy poverty enriched thee.

O Hierarch Father Ambrose,

entreat Christ our God//

that our souls may be saved!

Tone 1 Kontakion (Resurrection)

As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory,

raising the world with Thyself.

Human nature praises Thee as God, for death
has vanished.

Adam exults, O Master!

Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and
cries to Thee://

“Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O
Christ!”

Tone 3 Kontakion (St Nicholas)

You appeared as a priest in Myra, O Saint
Nicholas,

fulfilling the Gospel of Christ, O venerable one;

you laid down your life for your people

and rescued the innocent from death.//

Therefore, you have been blest as a great
initiate of the grace of God.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Tone 3 Kontakion (St. Ambrose)

Thou didst shine forth with divine doctrine,
eclipsing the deception of Arius,

O shepherd and initiate of the mysteries,
Ambrose.

Thou didst work miracles through the power of
the Spirit,

healing various passions;//

righteous Father, entreat Christ our God to
grant us His great mercy.

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos)

Steadfast protectress of Christians,

constant advocate before the Creator,

do not despise the cry of us sinners,

but in your goodness come speedily to help us
who call on you in faith.

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to
intercede for us, O Theotokos

For you always protect those who honor you.

Tone 1 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have

set our hope on Thee! (Ps. 32:22)

Epistle Ephesians 5:9-19 (Sunday)

(for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness,
righteousness, and truth), finding out what is
acceptable to the Lord. And have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather expose them. For it is shameful even to
speak of those things which are done by them in
secret. But all things that are exposed are made
manifest by the light, for whatever makes
manifest is light. Therefore He says:

“Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and
Christ will give you light.”

See then that you walk circumspectly, not as
fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because
the days are evil.

Therefore do not be unwise, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk
with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled
with the Spirit, speaking to one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

Gospel Luke 17:12-19 (Sunday)

Then as He entered a certain village, there met
Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar
off. And they lifted up their voices and said,
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go,
show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was
that as they went, they were cleansed.

And one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified
God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving
Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.

So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten
cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there
not any found who returned to give glory to God
except this foreigner?” And He said to him,
“Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you
well.”

Communion Hymn (Sunday and Feast)

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in
the highest! (Ps. 148:1)) Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia!

participant in the First Ecumenical Council.

This Council proclaimed the Nicean Symbol of
Faith, and he stood up against the heretic Arius
with the likes of Saints Sylvester the Bishop of
Rome (January 2), Alexander of Alexandria (May
29), Spyridon of Trimythontos
(December 12) and other
Fathers of the Council.

In the year 325 Saint Nicholas was a

Saint Nicholas, fired with zeal
for the Lord, assailed the
heretic Arius with his words,
and also struck him upon the
face. For this reason, he was
deprived of the emblems of his episcopal rank and
placed under guard. But several of the holy Fathers
had the same vision, seeing the Lord Himself and
the Mother of God returning to him the Gospel and
omophorion. The Fathers of the Council agreed
that the audacity of the saint was pleasing to God,
and restored the saint to the office of bishop.

Having returned to his own diocese, the saint
brought it peace and blessings, sowing the word of
Truth, uprooting heresy, nourishing his flock with
sound doctrine, and also providing food for their
bodies. The face of Saint Nicholas resembled that
of an Angel, resplendent with divine grace. A
brilliant ray shone from his face, like that which
shone from the face of Moses (Exodus 34:29), so
that those who looked at him were astonished.
Whoever was oppressed by some affliction or
passion of the soul had only to behold the Saint,
and his sorrow was eased at once. As for those who
conversed with him, they soon found themselves
advancing on the path of virtue. Not only were the
faithful moved to compassion, but unbelievers as
well, and they directed their steps on the path of
salvation when they heard him speak. The evil of
unbelief which had been implanted in their hearts
since childhood was uprooted, and in its place, the
word of truth was sown.



