Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized
(none); Home: Bob Brewster, John Mahalchak
(son). Nancy Shaytar, Natalie Tooch, Shut in,
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie
Popovich, Michael Soroka

» Vigil Light From Charles A. Wasilko for the
departed servant, grandfather, Theodore
Dyczko; for the health of Leslie Wokutch. From
Marsha Wasilko for the departed servant,
grandfather, Theodore Dyczko; for the health of
the Wasilko family. From Doris Wasilko for the
departed servant, grandfather, Theodore
Dyczko; for the health of the Wasilko family.
From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & Gregory Mell for
the departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the
health of family and Leslie Wokutch. From
Richard & Sonia Blaha for the departed
servants, parents, brothers, Angie, Juliana, and
the newly departed; for the health of family,
friends, siblings, serving soldiers; special
intention, peace, and birthdays, and
anniversaries. From Nancy Shaytar for the
departed servant, husband, George. From John
Mahalchak family for the departed servants,
John, Veronica, and Helen; for the health of
friends and family, John, Cheryl, John, Daniel,
Mary, Gregory, and Cindy; special intention.
From Mat. Joni Soroka for the departed
servant, father, John Naiser on the anniversary
of his repose (12/5/25). From John & Olga for
the health of Galina Vilkova; protection of our
family in their travels.

» Thank you to our
November donors!
From Matushka Nancy
Mell and Gregory Mell
(all categories: Holy
Bread $50, Communion
Wine $40, Bulletin $30,
Altar Candles $25,
Incense $10) in loving
memory of Deacon Joseph Mell.

This Week in Church School

This year’s theme in Church School is the Gospels
Today’s lesson: Feeding of 5000

Questions to ask/review:

e Why were so many people there? (they were
following Jesus; note that 5000 was only
counting men)

e What events today gain thousands of
people?

e What did the disciples want to do?

e What did Jesus feed them? Where did He get
the bread and fish?

e What did Jesus do with it? What does this
remind us of? (the Eucharist at liturgy)

Suggested activities at home:

e Ask the children to reenact one of Christ’s
miracles in a short skit.

e Read the stories together: Mark 6: 32-46 and
Matthew 14:24-33

Prayer Lord Jesus, help us to share You with
others, like the young boy at the feeding of the
5000. Amen.

Veloura Vintage Donation

Katarina Mertz, owner of Veloura Vintage, a
popular online business that creates unique,
handcrafted jewelry combining vintage pieces
with artisan wire wrapping. Katarina is
graciously donating 15% of her profits from now
until the under of the year to our Commuinity
Food Pantry. Go to https://velouravintage.com/
to shop. Thank you, Katarina!

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify
God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and

service to those in need around us.

SAINT NICHOLAS

e ORTHODOX CHURCH

Whether you’re searching for a new
church home or just visiting, we’re
glad you’re with us today. If you have
a prayer request, are looking for
more information about the
Orthodox Faith, would like to join
our parish, or would like to speak with Fr Thomas,
we invite you to scan the QR Code as your offering
today. Please join us downstairs following the service.
We want to get to know you! God bless you!

This Week

Sunday, November 30
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School
Tuesday, December 2
9:00 am Daily Matins
9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Thursday, December 4
9:00 am Daily Matins
9:30 am to 12:00 pm Office Hours
Friday, December 5
6:00 pm Traditional Festal Vigil
Cocktail/Ligh Snacks following Vigil
Saturday, December 6: St Nicholas of Myra
9:30 am Festal Divine Liturgy
Breakfast following Liturgy
3:30 pm Exploring Orthodoxy Class
4:30 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, December 7
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School
St Nicholas Dinner (free, please RSVP)
To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved
for Orthodox Christians who prepare
themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox
visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate
the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed
bread) at the conclusion of the service.

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached

Deacon John Skowron, Attached

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
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Announcements

» Much work has been taking place in the
Church Hall to refresh the look of it. It has been
15 years since we added the kitchen and
bathrooms and it’s time to give it a modest
update. The work will conclude this week and
we need any able bodied help to paint.
Opportunities will be open day and evening
today through Wednesday for those who have
limited flexibility. Please see Clayton Harris or
Fr Thomas for how you can help. Thank you to
the men who have taken time from their busy
lives to help. We look forward to the big reveal
next weekend!

> Next weekend is our annual St Nicholas
Weekend festivities from Friday, December 5
through Sunday, December 7. See the schedule
for details. RSVP for Sunday dinner at
https://evite.me/6KywhjFg81. See Melissa Graff
with questions. Let’s enjoy the weekend
together as we give thanks to God for the
intercession of our heavenly patron, St Nicholas
of Myra.

» The Clergy Brotherhood of Pittsburgh is
sponosoring a Christmas Concert of various
Orthodox Choirs from the region as well as the
Pan Orthodox Choir of Pittsburgh on Sunday,
December 14 at 4:00 pm. The concern will be
held at St Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church,
2110 Haymaker Rd, Monroeville, PA 15146. A
free will offering will be taken to benefit local
Orthodox charities.



Hymns and Readings for Sunday, November 30

Tone 8 Troparion (Resurrection)

Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful
One!

Thou didst accept the three day burial to free us
from our sufferings!//

O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!

Tone 4 Troparion (St Nicholas)

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence.

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to

you!
Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!

O holy Bishop Nicholas,
pray to Christ our God to save our souls.

Tone 4 Troparion (St. Andrew)

O Andrew, first-called of the Apostles,
and brother of the foremost disciple,
entreat the Master of all

to grant peace to the world,//

and to our souls great mercy!

Tone 8 Kontakion (Resurrection)

By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the
dead and resurrect Adam.

Eve exults in Thy Resurrection,//

and the world celebrates Thy rising from the
dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Tone 2 Kontakion (St. Andrew)

Let us praise Andrew, the herald of God,

the namesake of courage,

the first-called of the Savior’s disciples

and the brother of Peter!

As he once called to his brother,

he now cries out to us://

“Come, for we have found the One Whom the
world desires!”

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos)

Steadfast protectress of Christians,

constant advocate before the Creator,

do not despise the cry of us sinners,

but in your goodness come speedily to help us
who call on you in faith.

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to
intercede for us, O Theotokos

For you always protect those who honor you.

Tone 8 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our
God! (Ps. 75:10a)

Tone 8 Prokeimenon (St. Andrew)

Their proclamation has gone out into all the
earth, / and their words to the ends of the
universe. (Ps. 18:4)

Epistle Ephesians 4:1-6 (Sunday)

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech
you to walk worthy of the calling with which
you were called, with all lowliness and
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one
another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one
body and one Spirit, just as you were called in
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith,
one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all.

Gospel Luke 13:10-17 (Sunday)
And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on
the sabbath.

And, behold, there was a woman which had a
spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was
bowed together, and could in no wise lift up
herself.

And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him,
and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from
thine infirmity.

And he laid his hands on her: and immediately
she was made straight, and glorified God.

And the ruler of the synagogue answered with
indignation, because that Jesus had healed on
the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There
are six days in which men ought to work: in
them therefore come and be healed, and not on
the sabbath day.

The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou
hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the
sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall,
and lead him away to watering?

And ought not this woman, being a daughter of
Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the
sabbath day?

And when he had said these things, all his
adversaries were ashamed: and all the people
rejoiced for all the glorious things that were
done by him.

Communion Hymn (Sunday and Feast)

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in
the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Their proclamation has
gone out into all the earth, and their words to
the ends of the universe. (Ps. 18:4) Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia!

God in Jesus Christ by the grace of the Holy

Spirit. The center and uniting power of the
Church is Christ. Being God and man, Christ has
united in Himself all that is human and divine. He
is the “alpha and the omega, the beginning and the
end, the first and the last.” (Revelation 22:13) “For
in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily.” (Colossians 2:9)

The Christian Church is the unity of men with

The Church lives by Jesus Christ as His true body
and bride. The only head of the Church is Christ
Who is also its only foundation and cornerstone.
Christ is the sole savior, pastor, teacher and priest
of the Church. In Christ all die to this sinful, evil
and fallen world and rise again in Him as children
of God the Father in the eternal life of the Kingdom
of God.

Man’s unity with God in Jesus Christ in the Church
is impossible without the Holy Spirit. The very
existence of the Church depends on the coming of
the Holy Spirit and the gifts of grace which He
brings to men. In Christ and the Holy Spirit men
are given divine sonship which is the final goal and
perfect realization of human life, the purpose and
goal of the Christian faith.

The essence of the Christian life is union in and
with the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Every unity not rooted in God through Christ and
the Holy Spirit is not Christian unity nor the unity
of the Christian Church, for as the Apostle Paul
teaches, “there is one Body and one Spirit, even as
ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
Who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”
(Ephesians 4:4-6)

Unity in God the Holy Trinity is unity in Truth, for
God is Truth. The unity of the Christian Church
must be unity in the Truth of God.

Genuine Christian unity is possible only where
men are one in Christ and the Holy Spirit, fully
united in the truth, love and holiness of God. This
unity is possible only in the one Church which
Christ founded, against which “the gates of hell
shall not prevail.” (Matthew 16:18) This unity is
possible only in that Church which has preserved
whole and unchanged the teachings of Christ and
His apostles, prophets, martyrs and saints. This
unity is possible only in that Church which
continues to proclaim the revelation of God in its
fullness, not only in its doctrines and morals, but
also in the whole order of spiritual, sacramental
and hierarchal church life as established in the
apostolic Christian community.



