
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized (none); 

Home: Bob Brewster, John Mahalchak (son). Nancy 

Shaytar, Natalie Tooch, Shut in, Rehabilitation, or 
Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka 

 Vigil Light From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

departed servants, Aunt Mary Hollenbach and Carol 

Kowalcheck. From Marsha Wasilko for the departed 

servants, godmother, Mary Hollenbach (11/18/80), 
Carol Kowalcheck (11/18/10), Yuri Chtchourakov, and 

Barbara Powell; for the health of the Wasilko family 

and Fr. Tom; special intention. From Doris Wasilko 

for the departed servants, Aunt Mary Hollenback, 
Carol Kowalcheck, Yuri Chtchourakov; and Barbara 

Powell; for the health of Fr. Tom. From Mat. Nancy 

K. Mell & Gregory Mell for the departed servant, Dn. 

Joseph Mell; for the health of family. From Richard & 
Sonia Blaha for the departed servants, parents, 

brothers, mother, Betty, Kim Duchin, grandmother, 

Victoria, and Deda Michael; for the health of family, 

friends, siblings, serving soldiers, and Fr. Tom; 
special intention, peace, and birthdays. From Jeff & 

Luann Kopycinski for the departed servants, parents, 

Dorothy & Ellsworth. From Nancy Shaytar for the 

departed servants, husband, George and my parents; 

for the health of Larry Polny Fr. Tom, and our family. 
From Lindy Hamilton for the health of the Hamilton, 

Scott, and Guess families; special intention. From 

Irina for the departed servants, Grigoriy, Sergei, 

Anna, Victor; for the health of Elena. From John 
Mahalchak family for the departed servants, John 

and Veronica; for the health of John, Cheryl, John, 

Daniel, Mary, Gregory, and Cindy; special intention. 

From Donya Yewisiak for the health of Natalie & 
Jackie Soroka for safe travels. From Mat. Joni Soroka 

for the health of my family; special intention, and 

safe travels. From John Kowalcheck for the departed 

servant, Carol Ann Kowalcheck; for the health of 
Galina Vilkova and Olga Cozza.  From Nataliia for the 

health of Gennady, Nataliia, Victoria, Solomiya, and 

Sofia. From Dawna Beckett for the departed 

servants, Don Petkash, Kathleen Petcash, and Olga 

Petkash; for the health of Christopher and Michael 
Beckett, and Pearl Petkash. 

 Thank you to our November donors! From  

Matushka Nancy Mell and Gregory Mell (all 

categories: Holy Bread $50, Communion Wine $40, 
Bulletin $30, Altar Candles $25, Incense $10) in loving 

memory of Deacon Joseph Mell.

This Week in Church School 

This year’s theme in Church School is the Gospels 

 
Today’s lesson: Sermon on the Mount 

Questions to ask/review: 

 What does it mean to be “poor in spirit”? 

(humble, reliant on God) 

 In what way should we mourn? (for the sin of 

ourselves and all people) 

 Who is meek? (someone who is gentle and 

kind)  

 What does it mean to “hunger and thirst after 

righteousness”?  

 What is mercy? Are we merciful? When? Do we 

need mercy? 

 What does it mean to be “pure in heart”? (a 

clean and free from evil desires)  

 Who is a peacemaker? What makes them a 

peacemaker? 

 What does “persecuted” mean? Have you ever 

been persecuted for being  a Christian? 

 Has anyone ever told a lie about you? Does it 

hurt? Why should we still rejoice? 

 Discuss the parable of the two houses.: What is 

the rock? What is the sand?  

 Which house is easier to build? In a storm 

what happens to each house? 

Suggested activities at home: 

 With older children, work on memorizing 

and/or singing the Beatitudes. 

 The light of the world: Look for sources of 

light all around. Say the evening prayers by 

candlelight only, explaining that Jesus is the 

light of the world, and we use candles in 

Church for light. 

 The rock: Take a walk and collect pretty rocks. 

 Salt of the earth: Make a meal with no salt one 

night! 

Prayer Jesus, let Your light shine in me to give 

light to all the world around me. Amen. 

 
Whether you’re searching for a new 

church home or just visiting, we’re 

glad you’re with us today. If you have 
a prayer request, are looking for 

more information about the 

Orthodox Faith, would like to join 

our parish, or would like to speak with Fr Thomas, 
we invite you to scan the QR Code as your offering 

today. Please join us downstairs following the service. 

We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

This Week 
Sunday, November 23 

10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

           Church School  

Tuesday, November 25 

 No Matins or Office Hours 

Wednesday, November 26 

 No Vespers or Bible Study 

Thursday, November 27 US Thanksgiving 

 No Matins or Office Hours 

Saturday, November 29 

3:30 pm   Exploring Orthodoxy Class 

4:00 pm   Community Food Pantry 

4:30 pm   Confessions 

 5:00 pm   Parish Vigil 

Sunday, November 30 

10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

           Church School 

 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 

for Orthodox Christians who prepare 

themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox 

visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate 

the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed 

bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

 

Announcements 
 For the next two weeks, our church hall is 

undergoing a needed refresh. It has been 15 

years since we added the kitchen and bathrooms 

and it’s time to give it a modest update. There 

will be work (mostly painting) happening this 

week. Please see Clayton Harris for how you 

can help. Thank you to the men who have taken 

time from their busy lives to help there and also 

in the educational building yesterday. 

 

 Mark your calendars for our St  Nicholas 

Weekend from Friday, December 5 through 

Sunday, December 7. See the email sent to 

everyone this week for details. RSVP for Sunday 

dinner at https://evite.me/6KywhjFq81. 

 

 There will be no Matins and Office Hours or 

Vespers and Bible Study this week. If you have 

any emergency needs, please contact Fr Thomas 

at 412-206-5012. 

 

 In honor of our many expectant mothers, all 

women of the parish are cordially invited to the 

New Mothers Brunch here at church this 

coming Saturday, November 29 from 11:00 am 

to 2:00 pm. Contact Silviya for info. 

 

 We welcome back Reader Alexei Listvinsky 

who is on a short Thanksgiving break from St 

Vladimir’s Seminary in NY. He is completing his 

final year for the Master of Divinity degree. Our 

gratitude to him for preparing today’s sermon. 
.  
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St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify 

God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and 

service to those in need around us. 



Tone 7 Troparion (Resurrection) 

By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. 

To the thief Thou didst open Paradise. 

For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change 

weeping into joy, 

and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ 

God, 

to proclaim that Thou art risen,// 

granting the world great mercy. 

 

Tone 4 Troparion (Feast) 

Today is the prelude of the good will of God, 

of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. 

The Virgin appears in the Temple of God, 

in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. 

Let us rejoice and sing to her: 

“Rejoice, O Fulfillment// 

of the Creator’s dispensation!“ 

 

Tone 4 Troparion (Sts. Amphilochius and Gregory) 

O God of our Fathers, 

always act with kindness towards us; 

take not Thy mercy from us, 

but guide our lives in peace// 

through the prayers of the hierarchs Gregory 

and Amphilochius! 

 

Tone 7 Kontakion (Resurrection) 

The dominion of death can no longer hold men 

captive, 

for Christ descended, shattering and destroying 

its powers. 

Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and 

cry: 

“The Savior has come to those in faith;// 

enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!” 

 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 2 Kontakion (St. Amphilochius) 

Holy thunder, spiritual trumpet, 

nurse of the faithful and axe striking down 

heresy, 

O hierarch Amphilochius, 

great and well-pleasing servant of the Trinity, 

as thou standest forever with the Angels,// 

unceasingly pray for us all! 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 4 Kontakion (Feast) 

The most pure Temple of the Savior; 

the precious Chamber and Virgin; 

the sacred Treasure of the glory of God, 

is presented today to the house of the Lord. 

She brings with her the grace of the Spirit, 

therefore, the angels of God praise her:// 

“Truly this woman is the abode of Heaven!” 

 

Tone 7 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 

The Lord shall give strength to His people. The 

Lord shall bless His people with peace. (Ps. 28:11) 

 

Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Song of the Theotokos) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit 

hath rejoiced in God my Savior. (Lk. 1:46-47) 

 

Epistle Ephesians 2:14-22 (Sunday) 

For He Himself is our peace, who has made both 

one, and has broken down the middle wall of 

separation, having abolished in His flesh the 

enmity, that is, the law of commandments 

contained in ordinances, so as to create in 

Himself one new man from the two, thus 

making peace, and that He might reconcile them 

both to God in one body through the cross, 

thereby putting to death the enmity. And He 

came and preached peace to you who were afar 

off and to those who were near. For through 

Him we both have access by one Spirit to the 

Father. 

 

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and 

foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints 

and members of the household of God, having 

been built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 

cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being 

fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the 

Lord, in whom you also are being built together 

for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

 

Gospel Luke 12:16-21 (Sunday) 

Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The 

ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 

And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What 

shall I do, since I have no room to store my 

crops?’ So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 

down my barns and build greater, and there I 

will store all my crops and my goods. And I will 

say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid 

up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, 

and be merry.” ’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This 

night your soul will be required of you; then 

whose will those things be which you have 

provided?’ 

 

“So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and 

is not rich toward God.” 

 

Tone 4 Hymn to the Theotokos (Feast) 

The angels beheld the entrance of the Pure One 

and were amazed. How has the Virgin entered 

into the Holy of Holies? 

 

Since she is a living Ark of God, let no profane 

hand touch the Theotokos. But let the lips of 

believers unceasingly sing to her, praising her in 

joy with the angel’s song: “Truly, thou art more 

exalted than all, O pure Virgin!” 

 

Communion Hymn (Sunday and Feast) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! (Ps. 148:1) I will receive the cup of 

salvation and call on the Name of the Lord. (Ps. 

115:4) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
hen the Most Holy Virgin reached the age 

of three, the holy parents decided to fulfill 

their vow. They gathered together their 

relatives and acquaintances, and dressed the All-Pure 
Virgin in Her finest clothes. Singing sacred songs and 

with lighted candles in their hands, virgins escorted 

Her to the Temple (Ps. 44/45:14-15). There the High 
Priest and several priests met the handmaiden of God. 

In the Temple, fifteen high steps led to the sanctuary, 

which only the priests and High Priest could enter. 

(Because they recited a Psalm on each step, Psalms 
119/120-133/134 are called “Psalms of Ascent.”) The 

child Mary, so it seemed, could not make it up this 

stairway. But just as they placed Her on the first step, 

strengthened by the power of God, She quickly went 
up the remaining steps and ascended to the highest 

one. Then the High Priest, through inspiration from 

above, led the Most Holy Virgin into the Holy of 

Holies, where only the High Priest entered once a 
year to offer a purifying sacrifice of blood. Therefore, 

all those present in the Temple were astonished at 

this most unusual occurrence. 

 

Dome and Roof Update 
We are close to finalizing our settlement with our 

insurance company, so at this time we cannot yet 

publish that information. Several important meetings 

were held this week with our claim representative 
from Sill Public Adjustors, Richard Gromo 

(contractor) and Gus Kayafas (architect). An 

important decision will be made this week regarding 

the remainder of the domes as we continue to 
research the most effective solution for our church 

building that ensures a watertight product but also 

takes into account our budget for the project. Those 

recommendations will be presented to the parish for 
the final green light of the entire project. Please note, 

we have been informed that work cannot begin until 

April, 2026 due to winter weather conditions which 

affect the ability of the workers, the OSHA mandated 

equipment they must use, and the diminished ability 
of certain products to work in the freezing cold 

weather. Please see Fr Thomas or any Parish Council 

members with questions. 

 

Veloura Vintage Donation 
Katarina Mertz, owner of Veloura Vintage, a 

popular online business that creates unique, 

handcrafted jewelry combining vintage pieces with 

artisan wire wrapping. Katarina is graciously 
donating 15% of her profits from now until the under 

of the year to our Commuinity Food Pantry. Go to 

https://velouravintage.com/ to shop. Thank you, 

Katarina! 
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