
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized 

(none); Home: Bob Brewster, John Mahalchak 

(son). Nancy Shaytar, Natalie Tooch, Shut in, 

Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie 

Popovich, Michael Soroka 

 Vigil Light From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

departed servants, Paul Henry and Uri 

Chtchourkov; for the health of sisters, Doris & 

Marsha. From Marsha Wasilko for the health of 

the Wasilko. From Doris Wasilko for the health 

of brother, Chuck. From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & 

Gregory Mell for the departed servant, Dn. 

Joseph Mell; for the health of family. From 

Richard & Sonia Blaha for the departed 

servants, Michael, Dorothy, Aaron parents, 

brothers, and the newly departed; for the health 

of family, friends, siblings, and serving soldiers; 

special intention, peace, and birthdays. From 

Oliver Mertz for the health of Katarina Mertz. 

From Nancy Shaytar for the departed servants, 

husband, George and Nicholas Carlisle. From 

Lindy Hamilton for the health of the Hamilton 

& Scott families, and Larry Guess; special 

intention. From Alexandria Tirpak for the 

newly departed servant, David; for the health of 

my family; special intentions. From John 

Mahalchak family for the departed servants, 

John, Veronica, Mary Alice, John, and Jack; for 

the health of friends & family, John, Cheryl, 

John, Daniel, Mary, Gregory, Cindy, Richard, and 

Margaret; special intention. From Donya 

Yewisiak for the health of Fr. Tom & Reader 

Michael Soroka ~recovering from surgery. From 

Mat. Joni Soroka for the health of Fr. Tom, 

Melanie, Jacqueline, Natalie and Michael 

Soroka; special intention and safe travel for 

Natalie as she moves to Portland. 

 Thank you to our November donors! From  

Matushka Nancy Mell and Gregory Mell (all 

categories: Holy Bread $50, Communion Wine 

$40, Bulletin $30, Altar Candles $25, Incense 

$10) in loving memory of Deacon Joseph Mell.

This Week in Church School 

This year’s theme in Church School is the Gospels 

 

Today’s lesson: Miracles and Healings of Christ 

Questions to ask/review: 

 What kinds of problems did Jesus heal? 

 What kinds of people did Jesus heal? 

 Did He heal the same way each time? Why 

may He have healed some differently? 

 Did Jesus have to touch someone to heal 

them? (no, the centurion’s servant was far 

away when healed) 

 Can miraculous healing occur today? Why do 

we believe so? 

 What is the sacrament of Holy Unction? 

 Why do people get sick? Why doesn’t Jesus 

heal everyone? (The world is fallen and 

sinful. God uses suffering for good when 

possible.)? 

 How can we, the Church, help those who are 

sick? 

Suggested activities at home: 

 Make a prayer list for the sick and pray for 

them together before bed. 

 Call, visit, or prepare a meal for a person 

who is sick. 

Prayer Lord Jesus, heal all those who we 

remember according to Your will. Amen. 

 

o you behold the glory of His 

inheritance? That He has raised us up 

together, is plain. But that He has made 

us sit with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, how does this hold? It holds as truly, as 

that He has raised us together. And so in the 

same way has He also made us to sit with Him. 

For since the Head sits, the body sits also with 

it, and therefore he adds “in Christ Jesus.” Or 

again, if it means, not this, it means that by the 

laver of Baptism He has raised us up with Him. 

Truly there is need of the Spirit and of 

revelation, in order to understand the depth of 

these mysteries.  – St John Chrysostom

 
Whether you’re searching for a new 

church home or just visiting, we’re 

glad you’re with us today. If you have 
a prayer request, are looking for 

more information about the 

Orthodox Faith, would like to join 

our parish, or would like to speak with Fr Thomas, 
we invite you to scan the QR Code as your offering 

today. Please join us downstairs following the service. 

We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

This Week 
Sunday, November 16 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

               Church School  

Tuesday, November 18 

    No Matins or Office Hours 

Wednesday, November 19 

    No Vespers or Bible Study 

Thursday, November 20 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    9:30 am to Noon   Office Hours 
Friday, November 21: Entrance of the Theotokos 

    9:30 am   Festal Divine Liturgy 

Saturday, November 22 

    3:30 pm   Exploring Orthodoxy Class 

    4:30 pm   Confessions 

    5:00 pm   Parish Vigil 

Sunday, November 23 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

               Church School 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 

for Orthodox Christians who prepare 

themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox 

visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate 

the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed 

bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

 

Announcements 
 We warmly welcome Archpriest Samuel Smolcic 

who is leading us in the Divine Liturgy this morning. 

Fr Samuel is a retired priest of the Orthodox Church 

in America, having faithfully served Holy 

Resurrection Church in Belle Vernon for many years. 
He currently lives in the Greensburg area with his 

wife, Matushka Marsha. We sincerely thank Fr 

Samuel for leading us today in Fr Thomas’ absence. 

May God grant the Smolcic family many blessed years 
 

 Orthodox Pen Club monthly meeting today, 

Sunday, November 16, 1.00 pm in the educational 

building. We will learn more about Orthodox saints, 
paper and test new inks! Everybody is welcome! 

 

 Mark your calendars for our St  Nicholas 

Weekend from Friday, December 5 through Sunday, 

December 7. We’re going to have a variety of special 
gatherings beginning on Friday evening. We’ll send 

out the schedule this week and can’t wait to spend 

this special time of celebration and prayer with you. 

Set aside time to be together as a community as we 
thank God for the intercessions of our patron Saint 

Nicholas of Myra. 

 

 There will be no Matins and Office Hours this 
coming Tuesday or Vespers and Bible Study on 

Wednesday as Fr Thomas continues his recovery 

from lower back surgery. Pending continued 

recovery, he will return to church on Thursday. 
 

 Everyone is welcome to join the St. Nicholas 

Nativity Fast Psalter Group. We will read the Psalms 

and pray for one another each day during the fast. If 

you are already part of the pan-Orthodox women's 
Psalter group, we will include you in our list also. 

Contact Dn Luke to join or to get more info 

dnluke@orthodoxpittsburgh.org. 
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St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 



Tone 6 Troparion (Resurrection) 

The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; 

the guards became as dead men. 

Mary stood by Thy grave, 

seeking Thy most pure body. 

Thou didst capture hell not being tempted by it. 

Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. 

O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead,// 

glory to Thee.   

 

Tone 4 Troparion (St Nicholas) 

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 

an image of humility, and a teacher of 

abstinence. 

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to 

you! 

Because of your poverty riches were granted to 

you! 

O holy Bishop Nicholas, 

pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 

 

Tone 3 Troparion (St Matthew) 

With zeal didst thou follow Christ the Master, 

Who, in His goodness, appeared on earth to 

mankind. 

Summoning thee from the customs house, 

He revealed thee as a chosen apostle: 

the proclaimer of the Gospel to the whole world.  

Therefore, divinely eloquent Matthew, 

we honor thy precious memory.// 

Entreat the merciful God that He may grant our 

souls remission of transgressions! 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Resurrection) 

When Christ God, the Giver of Life, 

raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery 

with His mighty hand, 

He bestowed resurrection on the human race.// 

He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, 

and the God of all. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 4 Kontakion (St. Matthew) 

Casting aside the bonds of the customs house for 

the yoke of justice, 

thou wast revealed as an excellent merchant, 

rich in wisdom from on high. 

Thou didst proclaim the word of truth 

rousing the souls of the slothful// 

by writing of the hour of Judgment. 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos) 

Steadfast protectress of Christians, 

constant advocate before the Creator, 

do not despise the cry of us sinners, 

but in your goodness come speedily to help us 

who call on you in faith. 

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to 

intercede for us, O Theotokos 

For you always protect those who honor you. 

 

Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 

O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine 

inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a) 

 

Tone 8 Prokeimenon (St. Matthew) 

Their proclamation has gone out into all the 

earth, / and their words to the ends of the 

universe. (Ps. 18:4) 

 

Epistle Ephesians 2:4-10 (Sunday) 

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His 

great love with which He loved us, even when 

we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been 

saved), and raised us up together, and made us 

sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show 

the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have 

been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 

lest anyone should boast. For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand that we 

should walk in them. 

 

Gospel Luke 10:25-37 (Sunday) 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested 

Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 

 

He said to him, “What is written in the law? 

What is your reading of it?” 

 

So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, with all your strength, and with all your 

mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 

 

And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; 

do this and you will live.” 

 

But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, 

“And who is my neighbor?” 

 

Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man 

went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 

among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, 

wounded him, and departed, leaving him half 

dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down 

that road. And when he saw him, he passed by 

on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he 

arrived at the place, came and looked, and 

passed by on the other side. But a certain 

Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. 

And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he 

went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring 

on oil and wine; and he set him on his own 

animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of 

him. On the next day, when he departed, he took 

out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 

said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever 

more you spend, when I come again, I will repay 

you.’ So which of these three do you think was 

neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” 

 

And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” 

 

Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

Communion Hymn  

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Their proclamation has 

gone out into all the earth, and their words to 

the ends of the universe. (Ps. 18:4)  Alleluia, 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

ut if any one ask how the love of God is to 

be obtained, we are sure that the love of 

God cannot be taught. For neither did we 

learn to rejoice in the presence of light, or to 

embrace life, or to love our parents and 

children; much less were we taught the love of 

God, but a certain seminal principle was 

implanted in us, which has within itself the 

cause, that man clings to God; which principle 

the teaching of the divine commands is wont to 

cultivate diligently, to foster watchfully, and to 

carry on to the perfection of divine grace. For 

naturally we love good; we love also what is our 

own, and akin to us; we likewise of our own 

accord pour forth all our affections on our 

benefactors. If then God is good, but all things 

desire that good, which is wrought voluntarily, 

He is by nature inherent in us, and although 

from His goodness we are far from knowing 

Him, yet from the very fact that we proceeded 

forth from Him, we are bound to love Him with 

exceeding, love, as in truth akin to us; He is 

likewise also a greater benefactor than all whom 

by nature we love here. And again. The love of 

God then is the first and chief command, but the 

second, as filling up the first and filled up by it, 

bids us to love our neighbor. Hence it follows, 

And your neighbor as yourself. But we have an 

instinct given us by God to perform this 

command, as who does not know that man is 

a kind and social animal? For nothing belongs 

so much to our nature as to communicate with 

one another, and mutually to need and love our 

relations. Of those things then of which in the 

first place He gave us the seed, He afterwards 

requires the fruits. – St Basil the Great 
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