Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized
(none); Home: Bob Brewster, John Mahalchak
(son). Nancy Shaytar, Natalie Tooch, Shut in,
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie
Popovich, Michael Soroka

» Vigil Light From Mat. Nancy K. Mell &
Gregory Mell for the departed servant, Dn.
Joseph Mell; for the health of family. From
Doris Wasilko for the departed servants, Uncle
John Wasilko and Uncle Steve Panik; for special
intention. From Marsha Wasilko for the health
of the Wasilko family and Larry Polny. From
Charles A. Wasilko for the departed servants,
Uncle John Wasilko and Uncle Steve Panik. From
M/M Richard Blaha for the departed servants,
parents, brothers, Aunt Rose, Aunt Willie,
Vladyko, and newly departed, Geraldine &
Christopher; for the health of family, friends,
siblings, and serving soldiers; special intention,
peace, birthdays, and anniversaries. From John
Mahalchak family for the departed servants,
John, and Veronica; for the health of friends and
family, John, Cheryl, Gregory, Cindy, John,
Mary, and Daniel; special. From Irene Kulchok
for the departed servants, Richard Kulchok,
Frank Kulchock, Bridget Kulchock, John
Pravlochak, Phyllis Esau, and Jan Pravlochak.
From Nancy Shaytar for the departed servant,
husband, George; for the health of Bob
Crossland and Michael Soroka; safe and
successful trip for Deb & John Burgess and many
years for son, George on his birthday. From
John Kowalcheck for the health of Galina
Vilkova and Olga Cozza.

» Thank you to our November donors! From
Matushka Nancy Mell and Gregory Mell (all
categories: Holy Bread $50, Communion Wine
$40, Bulletin $30, Altar Candles $25, Incense

$10) in loving memory of Deacon Joseph Mell.

This Week in Church School

This year’s theme in Church School is the Gospels
Today’s lesson: Calling of the Fishermen and Matthew
Questions to ask/review:

. When did Jesus first meet Andrew? (He was a
follower of John the Baptist.)

. Who was Andrew’s brother? (Simon, later named
Peter by Jesus)

. Who were the sons of Zebedee, also brothers?
(James and John)

e  What do you think Peter said/thought when he saw
all the fish in his net?

e  What is a disciple? (a person who follows the
teachings of a teacher)

e  How do you think the disciples felt leaving their
homes and families?

e  Was/is it easy being a disciple?

e  What is the difference between the words
disciple/apostle? (Disciples are students/followers,
Apostles are people sent forth spread the Gospel) -

e  Which disciple never became an apostle? (Judas
Iscariot)

e  What was Matthew’s job? Was he liked by most
people? Why or why not?

e  What makes someone a good friend, a nice person?

e Did most people think Matthew was a nice person or
a bad person? Why or why not?

e  How did Jesus treat Matthew? What is the “Golden
Rule”? (see Luke 6:31-33)

e  How many of the 12 disciples can you name? (Peter,
Andrew, James, John, Matthew, Philip,
Bartholomew, Simon the Zealot, James (the Less),
(Doubting) Thomas, Jude, Judas)

Suggested activities at home:

. Read the story(ies) together before bed (Matthew
4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, Luke 5:1-11, Matthew 9:9-13,
and Luke 5:27-39).

e  Study the icons of the disciples in church and
discuss what we can learn from the icons.

. With older children, work on memorizing the names
of the 12. Draw a poster of symbols that give clues
about the life of each disciple.

e  Teach your child to make change like Matthew.

e  Encourage your child to make effort to show
kindness to those who are outcast or ignored by
others at school. Discuss how Christ showed
kindness to these types of people.

Prayer: Jesus, may I answer you when you call me as the

disciples did. Amen.

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.
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Eg s ORTHODOX CHURCH
Whether you’re searching for a new
church home or just visiting, we’re
glad you’re with us today. If you have
a prayer request, are looking for
more information about the
Orthodox Faith, would like to join
our parish, or would like to speak with Fr Thomas,
we invite you to scan the QR Code as your offering
today. Please join us downstairs following the service.
We want to get to know you! God bless you!

This Week

Sunday, November 2
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School
Tuesday, November 4
9:00 am Daily Matins
9:30 am to Noon Office hours
Thursday, November 6
9:00 am Daily Matins
9:30 am to Noon Office hours
Saturday, November 8
No Exploring Orthodoxy Class
4:30 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, November 9
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved
for Orthodox Christians who prepare
themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox
visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate
the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed
bread) at the conclusion of the service.

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached

Deacon John Skowron, Attached

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA

OrthodoxPittsburgh.org November 2, 2025

Announcements

» Fr Thomas would like to meet with the men
of the parish today during coffee hour for a
brief meeting to plan an upcoming Saturday
work day. We need your help and assistance.

» The colder weather means the annual Chili
Cookoff is happening next Sunday, November 9! Get
your best chili recipe ready for the competition and
claim the golden spoon for the best chili of 2025. The
event is free for everyone. However, you may
purchase extra votes (yes, it’s legal here!). All
proceeds go to the monthly Community Food Pantry.
Go to https://shorturl.at/mTDHe to sign up as a chef
and for more details.

> Mark your calendars for our St Nicholas
Weekend from Friday, December 5 through
Sunday, December 7. We’re going to have a variety
of special gatherings beginning on Friday evening.
We’ll send out the schedule this week and can’t
wait to spend this special time of celebration and
prayer with you. Set aside time to be together as a
community as we thank God for the intercessions
of our patron Saint Nicholas of Myra.

> Remember that you can visit our online
membership portal at
https://orthodoxpittsburgh.churchtrac.com, You
can manage your church information, online
giving, and find other membership resources.
Catechumens are also encouraged to have their
information updated and accurate as they
approach their reception into the Orthodox
Church.

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you gumes .




Hymns and Readings for Sunday, November 2

Tone 4 Troparion (Resurrection)

When the women disciples of the Lord learned
from the angel

the joyous message of Thy Resurrection,

they cast away the ancestral curse

and elatedly told the apostles:

“Death is overthrown!

Christ God is risen,//

granting the world great mercy!”

Tone 4 Troparion (St Nicholas)

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence.

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to
you!

Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!

O holy Bishop Nicholas,

pray to Christ our God to save our souls.

Tone 2 Troparion (Martyrs)

Blessed is the earth that received your blood,
passion-bearers of the Lord,

and holy is the dwelling place which received
your spirits.

You triumphed over the enemy in the stadium,

and you preached Christ with boldness.//

Since He is good, we pray that you beseech Him
to save our souls.

Tone 4 Kontakion (Resurrection)

My Savior and Redeemer

as God rose from the tomb and delivered the
earth-born from their chains.

He has shattered the gates of hell,

and as Master,//

He has risen on the third day!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Tone 2 Kontakion (Martyrs)

Thou hast received into the enjoyment of Thy
goodness and repose, O only Good One,

the pious and God-bearing martyrs, who
abandoned all earthly things:

Akindynus, Pegasius, and Anempdédistus,//

together with Aphthénius and Elpidephérus.

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos)

Steadfast protectress of Christians,

constant advocate before the Creator,

do not despise the cry of us sinners,

but in your goodness come speedily to help us
who call on you in faith.

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to
intercede for us, O Theotokos

For you always protect those who honor you.

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; / in
wisdom hast Thou made them all.

Epistle Galatians 2:16-20 (Sunday)

... knowing that a man is not justified by the
works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ,
even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we
might be justified by faith in Christ and not by
the works of the law; for by the works of the
law no flesh shall be justified.

“But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ,
we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ
therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not! For if
I build again those things which I destroyed, I
make myself a transgressor. For I through the
law died to the law that I might live to God. I
have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for
me.

Gospel Luke 8:26-39 (Sunday)

Then they sailed to the country of the
Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. And when
He stepped out on the land, there met Him a
certain man from the city who had demons for a
long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he
live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw
Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and
with a loud voice said, “What have I to do with
You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You,
do not torment me!” For He had commanded the
unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had
often seized him, and he was kept under guard,
bound with chains and shackles; and he broke
the bonds and was driven by the demon into the
wilderness.

Jesus asked him, saying, “What is your name?”

And he said, “Legion,” because many demons
had entered him. And they begged Him that He
would not command them to go out into the
abyss.

Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on
the mountain. So they begged Him that He
would permit them to enter them. And He
permitted them. Then the demons went out of
the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran
violently down the steep place into the lake and
drowned.

When those who fed them saw what had
happened, they fled and told it in the city and in
the country. Then they went out to see what had
happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man
from whom the demons had departed, sitting at
the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind.
And they were afraid. They also who had seen it
told them by what means he who had been
demon-possessed was healed. Then the whole
multitude of the surrounding region of the
Gadarenes asked Him to depart from them, for
they were seized with great fear. And He got
into the boat and returned.

Now the man from whom the demons had
departed begged Him that he might be with
Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return
to your own house, and tell what great things
God has done for you.” And he went his way and
proclaimed throughout the whole city what
great things Jesus had done for him.

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in
the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia!

Justification and Salvation

Justification is only one aspect of our salvation in
Christ, which is manifold and comprehensive.
Various aspects of this salvation have been
emphasized in different eras or different
geographic regions (i.e., East and West), but none
can be exclusively claimed as the sole
understanding of salvation.

Justification - This term deals with how a person
comes into and maintains a right relationship with
God. Ultimately, this is made possible by the cross
of Christ, by which He made expiation for our sins,
granting us forgiveness and bringing us into a
right relationship with God. Justification is
accomplished at baptism and maintained through a
life of obedience to God and confession of sins.

Sanctification - Sanctification is the process of
separating a person or thing for exclusive use by
God or for God. Holiness, the result of
sanctification, is the state of being exclusively
devoted to God. This ultimately requires
purification from sin and detachment from the
world and material things. This is usually seen as
an ongoing process that one undergoes throughout
one’s life. Sanctification is accomplished through
ascetic struggle.

Glorification - The final state of Christians
perfected in Christ after His Second Coming. While
this term (as a participle) was used in Romans
8:29, Orthodoxy normally understands this idea to
be the culmination of theosis. (continued on back)



