
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized (none); 

Home: Bob Brewster, John Mahalchak (son). Nancy 

Shaytar, Natalie Tooch, Shut in, Rehabilitation, or 

Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka. 

 Vigil From Charles A. Wasilko for the health of 

Larry Polny and Chuck Widel. From Marsha 

Wasilko for the departed servants, Uncle John 

Wasilko and Uncle Steve Panik (10/21/00); for the 

health of the Wasilko family and Chuck Widel; safe 

travel. From Doris Wasilko for the health of Larry 

Polny and the Wasilko family. From Mat. Nancy K. 

Mell & Gregory Mell for the departed servant, Dn. 

Joseph Mell; for the health of family. From 

Richard & Sonia Blaha for the departed servants, 

parents, brothers, Vladyko Theodosius, William, 

godfather, George; for the health of family, 

friends, siblings, and serving soldiers; special 

intention, peace, anniversaries, and birthdays. 

From Nancy Shaytar for the departed servant, 

husband, George. From John Kowalcheck for the 

health of Galina Vilkova and Olga Cozza. From 

Nataliia for the health of Gennady, Nataliia, 

Victoria, Solomiya, and Sofia. From Lindy 

Hamilton for the health of the Hamilton & Scott 

families; special intention. From Nancy 

Pravlochak for the departed servant, husband, 

John and parents; for the health of our family and 

Larry Polny. From John Mahalchak family for the 

departed servants, mother, Veronica on her 

birthday, and father, John; for the health of John, 

Cheryl, John, Daniel, Mary, Gregory, and Cindy; 

special intention. From Donya Yewisiak for 

special intention. From Mat. Joni Soroka for the 

health of family; special intention and safe travel. 

 Thank you to our October donors! From  the 

Robes Family (Bulletin $30) for Robert and 

Teresa’s anniversary, (Holy Bread $50) in memory 
of Thomas Sr on his 80th birthday, (Communion 

Wine $40) for the health of Teresa on her 50th 

birthday. From Donya Yewisiak (Altar Candles 

$25) in memory of Matushka Olga Soroka on her 

birthday. From John Mahalchak Family (Incense 

$10) for the health of family and friends and in 

memory of departed family and friends. 

This Week in Church School 
This year’s theme in Church School is the Gospels 

Today’s lesson: Wedding at Cana 

Questions to ask/review:  

 What was the first miracle of Christ? (turning 

the water into wine)  

 What is a miracle? How do we know a miracle 

has occurred? (an even that  cannot be 

explained by nature) 

 Discuss Orthodox weddings. What is the 

purpose of a wedding? (God unites a man and 

woman in marriage) Why are weddings special 

and significant?  

 What are the parts of an Orthodox wedding 

service? (Betrothal, Crowning, Epistle, Gospel, 

Procession, Cup of wine, Removal of crowns)  

 What is the meaning of the procession, also 

known as the “Dance of Isaiah”? (together 

husband and wife take up their Cross and 

follow Christ, they are called to sacrifice 

themselves for each other and the Church) 

 Discuss the dialogue between the Theotokos, 

Christ, and the servants. What can we learn 

from it? 

Suggested activities at home: 
 Read the story together before bed (John 2:1-11). 
 Show your child pictures of your wedding. 

Review the parts of the service and their 

meaning.  

 Sing the Wedding Processional together:  

“Rejoice, O Isaiah! The Virgin is with child, And shall 
bear a son Emmanuel, Both God and Man, And Orient 

is His Name, Whom magnifying we call, the Virgin 

blessed. 

O Holy Martyrs, who fought the good fight and have 
received your crowns, Entreat ye the Lord, That He 

will have mercy on our souls. 

Glory to Thee, O Christ our God, The Apostles boast, 

The Martyrs Joy, whose preaching was the 
Consubstantial Trinity.” 

 Make grape juice with your child from water; 

explain how Jesus made the water turn into 

wine without a can of juice. 

Prayer: Our Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for 

blessing the wedding at Cana, and bless the 

wedding and marriage of my parents. Amen. 

 
Whether you’re searching for a new 

church home or just visiting, we’re 

glad you’re with us today. If you have 
a prayer request, are looking for 

more information about the 

Orthodox Faith, would like to join 

our parish, or would like to speak with Fr Thomas, 
we invite you to scan the QR Code as your offering 

today. Please join us downstairs following the service. 

We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

This Week 
Sunday, October 26 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

               Church School  

Tuesday, October 28 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    9:30 am to Noon   Office hours 

Thursday, October 30 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    9:30 am to Noon   Office hours  

Saturday, November 1 

    3:30 pm   Exploring Orthodoxy Class 

    4:30 pm   Confessions 

    5:00 pm   Parish Vigil 

Sunday, November 2 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

               Church School 

 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 

for Orthodox Christians who prepare 

themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox 

visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate 

the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed 

bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

 

Announcements 
 The colder weather means the annual Chili 

Cookoff is happening on Sunday, November 9! 

Get your best chili recipe ready for the 

competition and claim the golden spoon for the 

best chili of 2025. The event is free for 

everyone. However, you may purchase extra 

votes (yes, it’s legal here!). All proceeds go to 

the monthly Community Food Pantry. Go to 

https://shorturl.at/mTDHe to sign up as a chef 

and for more details. 

 

 Mark your calendars for our St  Nicholas 

Weekend from Friday, December 5 through 

Sunday, December 7. We’re going to have a 

variety of special gatherings beginning on 

Friday evening. We’ll send out the schedule this 

week and can’t wait to spend this special time of 

celebration and prayer with you. Set aside time 

to be together as a community as we thank God 

for the intercessions of our patron Saint 

Nicholas of Myra. 

 

 Remember that you can visit our online 

membership portal at 

https://orthodoxpittsburgh.churchtrac.com, You 

can manage your church information, online 

giving, and find other membership resources. 

Catechumens are also encouraged to have their 

information updated and accurate as they 

approach their reception into the Orthodox 

Church. 

  

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Deacon John Skowron, Attached 

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 

OrthodoxPittsburgh.org              October 26, 2025 

 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

Do not be surprised that you fall every day; do not give up, but stand your ground courageously. 

And assuredly, the angel who guards you will honor your patience. – St John The Ladder of Divine Ascent 



Tone 3 Troparion (Resurrection) 

Let the heavens rejoice! 

Let the earth be glad! 

For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. 

He has trampled down death by death. 

He has become the first born of the dead. 

He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 

and has granted to the world// 

great mercy. 

 

Tone 8 Troparion (Earthquake) 

O Christ our God, Who lookest upon the earth 

and it trembles; 

deliver us from the terrible threat of 

earthquake;// 

and through the prayers of the Theotokos, send 

down upon us Thine abundant mercy and 

save us! 

 

Tone 3 Troparion (St. Demetrius) 

The world has found thee to be a great defense 

against tribulation 

and a vanquisher of heathens, O Passion-bearer. 

As thou didst bolster the courage of Nestor, 

who then humbled the arrogance of Lyaios in 

battle,// 

Holy Demetrius, entreat Christ God to grant us 

great mercy! 

 

Tone 3 Kontakion (Resurrection) 

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O 

Merciful One, 

leading us from the gates of death. 

On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; 

with the Prophets and Patriarchs// 

they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of 

Thy power. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 2 Kontakion (St. Demetrius) 

God, Who has given thee invincible might, 

has tinged the Church with streams of thy blood, 

Demetrius. 

He preserves thy city from harm,// 

for thou art its foundation. 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Earthquake) 

Deliver us all from upheavals, and from terrible 

afflictions caused by our sins, O Lord, 

and spare Thy people whom Thou hast 

purchased with Thy blood, O Master! 

Do not deliver Thy city to destruction by terrible 

earthquakes, 

for we know no other God but Thee;  

and to those who cry out Thou dost respond:// 

“I am with you, and no one will be against you.” 

 

Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Earthquake) 

O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine 

inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a) 

 

Tone 7 Prokeimenon (St. Demetrius) 

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, /and 

shall hope in Him. (Ps. 63:11a) 

 

Epistle  Galatians 1:11-19  (Sunday) 

But I make known to you, brethren, that the 

gospel which was preached by me is not 

according to man. For I neither received it from 

man, nor was I taught it, but it came through 

the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

For you have heard of my former conduct in 

Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God 

beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I 

advanced in Judaism beyond many of my 

contemporaries in my own nation, being more 

exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my 

fathers. 

 

But when it pleased God, who separated me 

from my mother’s womb and called me through 

His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might 

preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not 

immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor 

did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 

apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and 

returned again to Damascus. 

 

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to 

see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days. 

But I saw none of the other apostles except 

James, the Lord’s brother. 

 

Gospel Luke 16:19-31 (Sunday) 

“There was a certain rich man who was clothed 

in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously 

every day. But there was a certain beggar named 

Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 

desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell 

from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs 

came and licked his sores. So it was that the 

beggar died, and was carried by the angels to 

Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and 

was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he 

lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and 

Lazarus in his bosom. 

 

“Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have 

mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip 

the tip of his finger in water and cool my 

tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ But 

Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your 

lifetime you received your good things, and 

likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is 

comforted and you are tormented. And besides 

all this, between us and you there is a great gulf 

fixed, so that those who want to pass from here 

to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to 

us.’ 

 

“Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that 

you would send him to my father’s house, for I 

have five brothers, that he may testify to them, 

lest they also come to this place of torment.’ 

Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the 

prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, 

father Abraham; but if one goes to them from 

the dead, they will repent.’ But he said to him, 

‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, 

neither will they be persuaded though one rise 

from the dead.’ ” 

 

Communion Hymn  

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! (Ps. 148:1) The righteous shall be in 

everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil 

tidings! (Ps. 111:6) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Saint Demetrios the Myrrh-Gusher 
Saint Demetrios the Myrrh-gusher was born to 

secret Christian parents in Thessaloniki, whose 

faith he was raised in. His father was a Roman 

proconsul, a position Demetrios inherited from 

Emperor Galerius Maximian around 305. 

Demetrios's duty was to defend the city and, 

ironically, to persecute Christians. 

 

Instead of hunting Christians, the new proconsul 

boldly confessed his faith and began openly 

teaching Christianity, converting many and 

overthrowing pagan worship. Upon learning this, 

the enraged Emperor Maximian marched his army 

through Thessaloniki, determined 

to execute Christians. 

 

Saint Demetrios prepared for 

death by distributing his wealth to 

the poor and fasting. When 

summoned by the Emperor, he 

denounced Roman polytheism and 

was thrown into prison. After blessing his student, 

the Christian Nestor, who then defeated and killed 

the Emperor's champion in the arena, Maximian 

ordered swift retribution. 

 

At dawn on October 26, 306, soldiers ran Saint 

Demetrios through with lances in his underground 

cell. His faithful servant, Lupus, gathered his 

blood-soaked garment and used the blood to heal 

the sick before he, too, was martyred. Later, a 

magnificent church was built over Demetrios's 

grave. Since the seventh century, his relics have 

miraculously exuded fragrant myrrh, earning him 

the title of "Myrrh-gusher." 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, October 26 


