Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized
(none); Home: Bob Brewster, John Mahalchak
(son). Nancy Shaytar, Natalie Tooch, Shut in,
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Natalie
Popovich, Michael Soroka.

» Vigil Lights From Charles A. Wasilko for the
health of sisters, Doris & Marsha, and Chuck
Widel. From Marsha Wasilko for the health of
the Wasilko family. From Doris Wasilko for the
health of Chuck Widel, and brother, Chuck.
From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & Gregory Mell for
the departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the
health of family. From Richard & Sonia Blaha
for the departed servants, parents, brothers,
Kum Eli, Uncle Frank, Dr. Mary, Aunt Martha,
Baba Mary Petronka, Lew, Soldier, Christopher
(KIA-Afghanistan); for the health of family,
friends, siblings, and serving soldiers; special
intention, peace, and birthdays-Peter, Mr. P, and
Daniel. From Nancy Shaytar for the departed
servant, husband, George; for the health of
Michael and Bob. From John & Olga for the
health of Galina Vilkova; for John Belovsky on
his birthday. From Nataliia for the health of
Gennady, Victoria, Solomiya, and Sofia. From
Lindy Hamilton for the health of the Hamilton
& Scott families; special intention. From Nancy
Pravlochak for the departed servant, husband,
John; for the health of our family; Happy
Belated Birthday, Doris. From Edith Humphrey
for the departed servant, Theresa.

» Thank you to our October donors! From the
Robes Family (Bulletin $30) for Robert and
Teresa’s anniversary, (Holy Bread $50) in
memory of Thomas Sr on his 80 birthday,
(Communion Wine $40) for the health of Teresa
on her 50™ birthday. From Donya Yewisiak
(Altar Candles $25) in memory of Matushka Olga
Soroka on her birthday. From John Mahalchak
Family (Incense $10) for the health of family
and friends and in memory of departed family
and friends.

This Week in Church School

This year’s theme in Church School is the Gospels

Today’s lesson: Temptations

Questions to ask/review:

e Who is the devil? (Satan, a fallen angel)
What do the godparents do to the devil at a
baptism and why?

e What was the first temptation? (food) Jesus
had been 40 days without food. Was He
hungry? (yes, He is God and man) How did
Jesus answer the devil? Will God provide our
needs?

e What was the 2nd temptation? (jump off the
temple and show off His power) What did
the devil quote to Jesus? (Scripture) the
whole verse? (NO, only part of the truth)
Here we see that the devil is a liar and
sneaky. What did Jesus answer?

e What was the 3rd temptation? (all the
kingdoms of the world - power and wealth)
What does this tell us about Satan? (He has
the power to give away riches, but at a
price) Is the devil weak or strong? Who is
stronger, God or the devil? How did Jesus
answer?

Suggested activities at home:

e Read the story together before bed (Luke
4:1-13 and/or Matthew 4:1-12).

e The Advent Fast will begin next month.
Discuss how fasting
helps ”train” us to
overcome
temptations in our
lives.

Prayer: Jesus Christ,

teach us your

commandments.

Conquer the sin in our

lives and help us to

follow your example
against temptations.

Amen.

St Varus

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

SAINT NICHOLAS

e ORTHODOX CHURCH

Whether you’re searching for a new
church home or just visiting, we’re
glad you’re with us today. If you have
a prayer request, are looking for
more information about the
Orthodox Faith, would like to join
our parish, or would like to speak with Fr Thomas,
we invite you to scan the QR Code as your offering
today. Please join us downstairs following the service.
We want to get to know you! God bless you!

This Week

Sunday, October 19

10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Church School

1:00 pm Orthodox Pen Club
Tuesday, October 21

9:00 am Daily Matins

9:30 am to Noon Office hours
Wednesday, October 22

6:30 pm Daily Vespers

7:00 pm Bible Study
Thursday, October 23

9:00 am Daily Matins

9:30 am to Noon Office hours
Saturday, October 25

3:30 pm Exploring Orthodoxy Class

4:00 pm Community Food Pantry

4:30 pm Confessions

5:00 pm Parish Vigil
Sunday, October 26

10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Church School

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved
for Orthodox Christians who prepare
themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox
visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate
the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed
bread) at the conclusion of the service.
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Deacon John Skowron, Attached

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs
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Announcements

» Remember that you can visit our online
membership portal at
https://orthodoxpittsburgh.churchtrac.com, You
can manage your church information, online
giving, and find other membership resources.
Catechumens are also encouraged to have their
information updated and accurate as they
approach their reception into the Orthodox
Church.

» Catechumens are reminded that attendance at
the Saturday Exploring Orthodoxy class is
mandatory before consideration for reception.

> The Orthodox Pen Club will meet today at 1:00
pm in the educational building. Writers, fountain
pen enthusiasts, and those who appreciate the
tradition of handwritten correspondence are
invited to attend. We’ll test new pens, ink, and
paper. and learn about Orthodox Saints who are
patrons of writers and calligraphers! See Kseniia
Martin or contact 724-809-8794,

» Our Bible Study is held on the second and
fourth Wednesdays of the month at 7:00 pm, with
Vespers at 6:30. Our current topic is “The Temple
and the Church.” All are welcome. No prior
knowledge needed.

> International Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC) Pittsburgh is sponsoring a Bourbon
Tasting to benefit their important international
work. October 23 at 7:00 pm at Leaf & Bean, 3525
Washington Rd. McMurray, PA 15317. Go to
https://shorturl.at/le6eA for tickets.




Hymns and Readings for Sunday, October 19

Tone 2 Troparion (Resurrection)

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life
immortal,

Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy
Godhead.

And when from the depths Thou didst raise the
dead,

all the powers of heaven cried out://

“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to Thee!”

Tone 4 Troparion (St Nicholas)

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence.

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to
you!

Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!

O holy Bishop Nicholas,

pray to Christ our God to save our souls.

Tone 2 Troparion (Prophet Joel)
We celebrate the memory

of Thy prophet Joel, O Lord;

through him we beseech You://
“Save our souls!”

Tone 4 Troparion (St. Varus)

Thy holy martyr Varus, O Lord,

through his sufferings has received an
incorruptible crown from Thee, our God.

For having Thy strength, he laid low his
adversaries,

and shattered the powerless boldness of
demons.//

Through his intercession, save our souls!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Tone 2 Kontakion (Resurrection)

Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior,

seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the
tomb!

The dead arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld
this and rejoiced with Thee,//
and the world, my Savior, praises Thee forever.

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos)

Steadfast protectress of Christians,

constant advocate before the Creator,

do not despise the cry of us sinners,

but in your goodness come speedily to help us
who call on you in faith.

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to
intercede for us, O Theotokos

For you always protect those who honor you.

Tone 2 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has
become my salvation. (Ps. 117:14)

Epistle 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9 (Sunday)

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is blessed forever, knows that I am not
lying. In Damascus the governor, under Aretas
the king, was guarding the city of the
Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest
me; but I was let down in a basket through a
window in the wall, and escaped from his hands.

It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I
will come to visions and revelations of the Lord:
I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—
whether in the body I do not know, or whether
out of the body I do not know, God knows—such
a one was caught up to the third heaven. And I
know such a man—whether in the body or out of
the body I do not know, God knows— how he
was caught up into Paradise and heard
inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a
man to utter. Of such a one I will boast; yet of
myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities.
For though I might desire to boast, I will not be
a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain,

lest anyone should think of me above what he
sees me to be or hears from me.

And lest I should be exalted above measure by
the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the
flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.
Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord
three times that it might depart from me. And
He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.

Gospel Luke 8:5-15 (Sunday)

“A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he
sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was
trampled down, and the birds of the air
devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it
sprang up, it withered away because it lacked
moisture. And some fell among thorns, and the
thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But
others fell on good ground, sprang up, and
yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had
said these things He cried, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear!”

Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What
does this parable mean?”

And He said, “To you it has been given to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the
rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may
not see, and hearing they may not understand.’

“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of
God. Those by the wayside are the ones who
hear; then the devil comes and takes away the
word out of their hearts, lest they should believe
and be saved. But the ones on the rock are those
who, when they hear, receive the word with joy;
and these have no root, who believe for a while
and in time of temptation fall away. Now the
ones that fell among thorns are those who, when
they have heard, go out and are choked with

cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no
fruit to maturity. But the ones that fell on the
good ground are those who, having heard the
word with a noble and good heart, keep it and
bear fruit with patience.

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in
the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia!

Good and Productive Seed

This is the good seed, and worthy of admiration: the
land rich and well productive, that brings forth fruit a
hundredfold. For men say, that the best soils do
sometimes under cultivation produce a hundredfold;
so that this is a mark of every fertile and productive
spot. And of such it has been very justly said by one of
the holy prophets at the mouth of God, "And all
nations shall congratulate you; because ye are a
desirable land." For when the divine word falls upon
a mind pure and skillful in cleansing itself from
things hurtful, it then fixes its root deeply, and shoots
up like an ear of corn, and so to speak, being strong in
blade, and well flowered, brings its fruit to
perfection.

But I think it may be useful to mention this to you,
who wish to learn what is good. For Matthew, when
relating this chapter to us, said that the good ground
brought forth, fruit in three degrees. "For one, he
says, brought forth a hundred, and one sixty, and one
thirtyfold." Observe therefore, that just as Christ
described three degrees of loss, so similarly the
degrees of success are equal in number. For those
seeds that fall upon the pathway are snatched away
by the birds: and those upon the rocks, having merely
shot up, within a little while wither away: and those
among the thorns are choked. But that desirable land
brings forth fruit in three several degrees, as I said: a
hundred, sixty, and thirtyfold. For as most wise Paul
writes, "Each one severally of us has his own gift
from God, one in one manner, and another in
another." For we do not at all find that the successes
of the saints are in equal measure. On us however it
is incumbent to emulate these things that are better
and superior to those of meaner kind; for so will
Christ bountifully bestow happiness upon us. - St
Cyril of Alexandria (mid 5% c.)



