
Prayers 
 Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized (none); 

Home: Bob Brewster, John Mahalchak (son). Nancy 

Shaytar, Natalie Tooch, Shut in, Rehabilitation, or 

Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka. 

 Vigil Lights from Mat. Nancy K. Mell & 

Gregory Mell for the departed servant, Dn. Joseph 

Mell; for the health of family. From Doris Wasilko 

for the health of Chuck. From Marsha Wasilko for 

the health of the Wasilko family; special intention; 

Happy Birthday & Many Years to Doris and niece, 

Christina!m  From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

health of Doris on her birthday; special intention. 

From M/M Richard Blaha for the departed 

servants, parents, brothers especially Robert, 

grandfather, Stepha, Aunt Teresa, Uncle Bill, John, 

Uncle John, Cookie, and newly departed, 

Geraldine; for the health of family, friends, 

siblings, and serving soldiers; special intention, 

peace, birthdays, and anniversaries.  From John 

Mahalchak family for the departed servants, 

friends and family; for the health of friends & 

family, John, Cheryl, Gregory, Cindy, John, Mary, 

Daniel, and Julie; special intention. From Nataliia 

for the health of Gennady, Nataliia, Victoria, 

Solomiya, and Sofiia. From Nancy Shaytar for the 

departed servant, husband, George; for the health 

of Joanne Shaytar; special intention. From John & 

Olga for the health of Galina Vilkova and Audrey 

Slimak. From Nancy Pravlochak for the departed 

servant, husband, John; for the health of Alice 

Lesko’s 110th birthday and my family. From Lindy 

Hamilton for the health of Elaine Hamilton, 

Victoria Scott, and Elizabeth Scott; special 

intention. 

 Thank you to our October donors! From  the 

Robes Family (Bulletin $30) for Robert and 

Teresa’s anniversary, (Holy Bread $50) in memory 
of Thomas Sr on his 80th birthday, (Communion 

Wine $40) for the health of Teresa on her 50th 

birthday. From Donya Yewisiak (Altar Candles 

$25) in memory of Matushka Olga Soroka on her 

birthday. From John Mahalchak Family (Incense 

$10) for the health of family and friends and in 

memory of departed family and friends. 

This Week in Church School 
This year’s theme in Church School is the Gospels 

 

Today’s lesson: Theophany 

Questions to ask/review:  

 Who was the last and greatest prophet of Israel? 
(John the Baptist)  

 Did John recognize Jesus when He arrived? In 

what ways is John the new Elijah? (Elijah’s 

mantle of prophecy was passed on to Elisha and 
from him in an uninterrupted chain of prophets) 

 How old was Jesus when He was baptized?  

(about 30) How had He lived up until this time? 

(as a carpenter, in Nazareth)  
 Did Jesus need to be baptized because He was a 

sinner? Then why was He baptized? (He was 

fulfilling His responsibility to represent all of 

creation in being cleansed.)  
 What does Theophany mean? (Theos meaning 

“God” and Phanos meaning “to show”) We meet 

here the Trinity for the first time in the New 

Testament. How was the Trinity present at 

Theophany?  
 Why do we bless the water at Theophany?  What 

do we use it for through the year? (house 

blessing, illness, etc.) 

Suggested activities at home: 
 Before bed, read the story together (Matthew 

3:13-17). 

 Look at pictures of your child’s baptism and if 

possible locate his Baptismal cross and gown. 
Identify and discuss the child’s relationship with 

their Godparents. 

 Place an icon of the feast in a prominent place in 

your home. 

 Sing the Troparion of the feast. Discuss how it 
will be also used at the house blessing: “When 

Thou, O Lord, was baptized in the Jordan, 

worship of the Trinity was made manifest; for 

the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, 
calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in 

the form of a dove confirmed the truth of His 

word. O Christ our God, Who hath appeared and 

enlightened the world, glory to Thee.” 
Prayer: In the name of the Father, and the Son. and of 

the Holy Spirit. Jesus, thank you for my baptism.  I 

was baptized just like you.  Help me to follow Your 

path. Amen. 

 
Whether you’re searching for a new 

church home or just visiting, we’re 

glad you’re with us today. If you have 
a prayer request, are looking for 

more information about the 

Orthodox Faith, would like to join 

our parish, or would like to speak with Fr Thomas, 
we invite you to scan the QR Code as your offering 

today. Please join us downstairs following the service. 

We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

This Week 
Sunday, October 12 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

               Church School  

Tuesday, October 14 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    9:30 am to Noon   Office hours 

Thursday, October 16 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    9:30 am to Noon   Office hours  

    7:00 pm  Men’s Fellowship 

Saturday, October 18 

    3:30 pm   Exploring Orthodoxy Class 

    4:30 pm   Confessions 

    5:00 pm   Parish Vigil 

Sunday, October 19 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

               Church School 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 

for Orthodox Christians who prepare 

themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox 

visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate 

the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed 

bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

 

Announcements 
 Thank you to everyone who generously 

supported our Slavic Food Fest with their 

donations of food, financial support, and time. 

The weather was beautiful and we had hundreds 

of people from around the area who came to 

sample our delicious food and hospitality. We 

had many people who also wanted to come to 

see the interior of our beautiful church and were 

presented the history of our parish and a bit 

about the Orthodox Christian faith. Our 

gratitude especially to Kristie Mertz, 

chairperson, who worked tirelessly to ensure 

that everything went smoothly. Many thanks as 

well to those who worked in the kitchen or on 

the serving line, and in many other ways, seen 

and unseen. The genuine spirit of cooperation 

among everyone was exemplary and uplifting. 

Thank you for all of your support. 

 

 Change is hard. Please be patient and 

cooperative as we experiment with different 

configurations in the church hall to 

accommodate the larger regular attendance. God 

is blessing our parish. Let’s be thankful to Him! 

 

 International Orthodox Christian Charities 

(IOCC) Pittsburgh is sponsoring a Bourbon 

Tasting to benefit their important international 

work. October 23 at 7:00 pm at Leaf & Bean, 

3525 Washington Rd. McMurray, PA 15317. Go to 

https://shorturl.at/le6eA for tickets. 

  

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Deacon John Skowron, Attached 

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 

OrthodoxPittsburgh.org              October 12, 2025 

 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

However it will be, this body shall be raised, but it shall not remain such as it is. Rather, it shall abide as an eternal 

body. It shall no longer require for its life such nourishment as now, nor shall it require a ladder for its ascent; for it 

shall be made a spiritual body, a marvelous thing, such as we have not the ability to describe. – St Cyril of Jerusalem 



Tone 1  Troparion (Resurrection) 

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, 

while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure 

body, 

Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior,  

granting life to the world. 

The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O 

Giver of Life: 

“Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! 

Glory to Thy Kingdom!// 

Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who lovest 

mankind!” 

 

Tone 8 Troparion (Fathers) 

Thou art most glorious, O Christ our God, 

Who hast established the Holy Fathers as lights 

on the earth. 

Through them Thou hast guided us to the True 

Faith.// 

O greatly compassionate One, glory to Thee! 

 

Tone 1  Kontakion (Resurrection) 

As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, 

raising the world with Thyself. 

Human nature praises Thee as God, for death 

has vanished. 

Adam exults, O Master! 

Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and 

cries to Thee:// 

“Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O 

Christ!” 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Fathers) 

The Son Who shone forth from the Father 

was ineffably born, two-fold in nature, of a 

woman. 

Having beheld Him, we do not deny the image of 

His form, 

but depict it piously and revere it faithfully. 

Thus, keeping the True Faith,// 

the Church venerates the icon of Christ 

Incarnate. 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos) 

Steadfast protectress of Christians, 

constant advocate before the Creator, 

do not despise the cry of us sinners, 

but in your goodness come speedily to help us 

who call on you in faith. 

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to 

intercede for us, O Theotokos 

For you always protect those who honor you. 

 

Tone 1 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have 

set our hope on Thee! (Ps. 32:22) 

 

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Song of the Three Youths) 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and 

praised and glorified is Thy Name forever! (v3) 

 

Epistle  2 Corinthians 9:6-11 (Sunday) 

But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he 

purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 

necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And 

God is able to make all grace abound toward 

you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all 

things, may have an abundance for every good 

work. As it is written: 

 

“He has dispersed abroad, 

He has given to the poor; 

His righteousness endures forever.” 

 

Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, 

and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed 

you have sown and increase the fruits of your 

righteousness, while you are enriched in 

everything for all liberality, which causes 

thanksgiving through us to God. 

 

Gospel Luke 7:11-16 (Sunday) 

Now it happened, the day after, that He went 

into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples 

went with Him, and a large crowd. And when He 

came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead 

man was being carried out, the only son of his 

mother; and she was a widow. And a large 

crowd from the city was with her. When the 

Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and 

said to her, “Do not weep.” Then He came and 

touched the open coffin, and those who carried 

him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say 

to you, arise.” So he who was dead sat up and 

began to speak. And He presented him to his 

mother. 

 

Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, 

saying, “A great prophet has risen up among 

us”; and, “God has visited His people.” 

 

Communion Hymn  

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Rejoice in the Lord, O 

you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Your Financial Giving 
Orthodox stewardship is an expression of 

gratitude and accountability. As the faithful 

proclaim in the Divine Liturgy, "We offer unto 

Thee, Thine own of Thine own, on behalf of all, 

and for all." This phrase encapsulates the 

recognition that we are not owners, but caretakers 

(stewards) of God's blessings. The practical result 

of this belief is that a portion of the treasure 

with which God has blessed us should be given 

back to Him in thanksgiving. This principle 
moves us away from being a reluctant "dues 

payment" or a response to an emergency appeal. 

Instead, it becomes a cheerful, consistent, and 

proportional offering—a "first fruit" commitment 

made in prayerful thanksgiving. It is illogical to 

claim all of God's gifts for oneself, only to offer the 

remainder, or none at all, to the very community 

that sustains one's spiritual life. 

 

Our vibrant Orthodox parish is a center for 

worship, education, and charity. None of this 

essential work can continue without a stable 

financial foundation. Financial support ensures the 

center of the church’s life: Worship. This 

includes—the maintenance of the church building, 

the altar and vestments, and the essential 

compensation for clergy who serve the divine 

services and teach us how to navigate our life as 

Orthodox Christians. Education helps us to grow 

in our faith, teach inquirers and catechumens the 

basic doctrines of the Faith, and form our children 

in Christian principles. Charity extends our 

outreach to the area to help those in need as we 

come together to witness to loving our neighbor. 

 

If we value the Church’s mission, we must fund 
its needs. When the you embrace proportional, 

pledged giving, the parish can budget responsibly, 

eliminate the need for constant, frantic 

fundraising, and dedicate more time and energy to 

its primary spiritual purposes. 

 

Financial stewardship, when done with a generous 

heart, is a spiritual discipline that is intrinsically 

linked to one's salvation. Christ Himself taught, 

"For where your treasure is, there will your heart 

be also" (Matt. 6:21). 

 

By prioritizing a consistent weekly or monthly 

gift to the Church, a steward consciously places 

God first, trusting in His provision. This act of 

giving is a powerful antidote to the love of money, 

which the Apostle Paul identifies as "a root of all 

kinds of evil" (1 Tim. 6:10). The very decision to 

dedicate a portion of one's income—whether a tithe 

(10%) or another proportional amount—cultivates 

a heart of generosity, humility, and trust. 

 

Financial stewardship, when done with a generous 

heart, is a spiritual discipline that is intrinsically 

linked to one's salvation. Christ Himself taught, 

"For where your treasure is, there will your heart 

be also" (Matt. 6:21). 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, October 12 


