Prayers

» Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized (none);
Home: Bob Brewster, John Mahalchak (son). Nancy
Shaytar, Natalie Tooch, Shut in, Rehabilitation, or
Nursing Home: Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka.
» Vigil Lights From From Mat. Nancy K. Mell &
Gregory Mell for the newly departed servant,
Stephen Homer, and Dn. Joseph Mell; for the health
of family. From Doris Wasilko for the health of the
Wasilko family. From Marsha Wasilko for the
health of the Wasilko family. From Charles A.
Wasilko for the health of sisters, Doris & Marsha.
From M/M Richard Blaha for the departed
servants, parents, brothers, grandmother Marie,
and Dr. Garofozi; for the health of family, friends,
siblings, serving soldiers, and many blessings for
husband, Richard on his birthday; special
intention, peace, birthdays, and prayers for Mat.
Joni. From John Mahalchak family for the
departed servants, friends and family, John,
Veronica, Uncle George on his birthday; for the
health of friends & family, John, Cheryl, Gregory,
Cindy, John, Mary, Daniel, and Julie; special
intention. From Nataliia for the health of
Gennady, Nataliia, Victoria, Solomiya, and Sofiia.
From Nancy Shaytar for the departed servant,
husband, George; for the health of nieces, Sandy
Saban & Fran Tylovsky; safe trip for John & Deb
Burgess. From Donya Yewisiak for special
intentions. From John & Olga for the departed
servant, Anatoli Vilkov; for the health of Galina
Vilkova. From Nancy Pravlochak for the departed
servant, husband, John; for the health of our
family.

» Thank you to our October donors! From the
Robes Family (Bulletin $30) for Robert and
Teresa’s anniversary, (Holy Bread $50) in
memory of Thomas Sr on his 80 birthday,
(Communion Wine $40) for the health of Teresa
on her 50™ birthday. From Donya Yewisiak
(Altar Candles $25) in memory of Matushka Olga
Soroka on her birthday. From John Mahalchak
Family (Incense $10) for the health of family
and friends and in memory of departed family
and friends.

This Week in Church School

This year’s theme in Church School is the Gospels
Today’s lesson: Life in Nazareth and trip to
Jerusalem

Questions to ask/review:

e How did Mary and Joseph care for Jesus as a
boy? (cared for his needs like your parents
do for you)

e What did Joseph do for a living? (carpenter)

e What happened on the family’s trip to
Jerusalem?

e How did Christ react when his parents found
him?

Suggested activities at home:

e Before bed, read the story together (Luke
2:40-52).

e If possible, ask your child to help you with
some aspect of your work. Discuss how Jesus
probably helped his father Joseph with
carpentry work.

Prayer: Dear Jesus, help me to grow in your

wisdom and to learn to love God as you did.

Amen.

ote through what steps we have now
N ascended to, and how He has set us on

the very pinnacle of virtue. The first
step is, not to begin to do wrong to any; the
second, that in avenging a wrong done to us we
be content with retaliating equal; the third, to
return nothing of what we have suffered; the
fourth, to offer one’s self to the endurance of
evil; the fifth, to be ready to suffer even more
evil than the oppressor desires to inflict; the
sixth, not to hate him of whom we suffer such
things; the seventh, to love him; the eighth, to
do him good; the ninth, to pray for him. And
because the command is great, the reward
proposed is also great, namely, to be made like
unto God, “Ye shall be the sons of your Father
which is in heaven.”. - St John Chrysostom on
Mts

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship,
sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us.
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Whether you’re searching for a new
church home or just visiting, we’re
glad you’re with us today. If you have
a prayer request, are looking for
more information about the
Orthodox Faith, would like to join
our parish, or would like to speak with Fr Thomas,
we invite you to scan the QR Code as your offering
today. Please join us downstairs following the service.
We want to get to know you! God bless you!

This Week

Sunday, October 5
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School
Tuesday, October 7
9:00 am Daily Matins
No office hours / preparation for Food Fest
Wednesday, October 8
6:30 pm Daily Vespers
7:00 pm Bible Study
Thursday, October 9
9:00 am Daily Matins
No office hours / preparation for Food Fest
Saturday, October 11
11:00 am to 7:00 pm Slavic Food Fest
4:00 pm Great Vespers
Sunday, October 12
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved
for Orthodox Christians who prepare
themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox
visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate
the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed
bread) at the conclusion of the service.

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached

Deacon John Skowron, Attached

Rdr James Wargo and Danielle Bartko, Choir Dirs

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA

OrthodoxPittsburgh.org October 5, 2025

Announcements

» Our annual Slavic Food Fest is scheduled for
Saturday, October 11 from 11 am to 7pm. This
event serves as a creative way to showcase the
historical roots of our parish through cultural
foods of the parish’s Slavic ancestry, but with
the more important goal of bringing visitors to
our church to introduce them to our parish
community and the Orthodox Chrisian faith. We
need your support:

e Display a yard sign in a high visibility area
and take handbills and posters to post and
distribute.

e Sign up to help make food and to work
during the festival.

e If you’re unable to help work, give a
generous contribution to sponsor some part
of the festival.

» There are no office hours or Exploring
Orthodoxy class this coming week. It’s all hands
on deck in preparation for the Slavic Food Fest.
Please help where and when you can.
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Hymns and Readings for Sunday, October 5

Tone 8 Troparion (Resurrection)

Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful
One!

Thou didst accept the three day burial to free us
from our sufferings!//

O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!

Tone 4 Troparion (St Nicholas)

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence.

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to

you!
Because of your poverty riches were granted to
you!

O holy Bishop Nicholas,
pray to Christ our God to save our souls.

Tone 4 Troparion (St. Charitina)

Thy lamb Charitina calls out to Thee, O Jesus, in
a loud voice:

“I love Thee, my Bridegroom, and in seeking
Thee I endure suffering.

In baptism I was crucified so that I might reign
in Thee,

and I died so that I might live with Thee.

Accept me as a pure sacrifice,

for I have offered myself in love.”//

Through her prayers save our souls, since Thou
art merciful!

Tone 8 Kontakion (Resurrection)

By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the
dead and resurrect Adam.

Eve exults in Thy Resurrection,//

and the world celebrates Thy rising from the
dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Tone 2 Kontakion (St. Charitina)
Having fortified thy soul with faith and
strengthened by understanding

thou didst openly put the enemy to shame, O
Charitina;

thou didst stand before Christ wearing a robe
empurpled by thy blood, All-blessed One,

and now thou dost rejoice with the Angels,//

praying for us, O passionbearer.

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos)

Steadfast protectress of Christians,

constant advocate before the Creator,

do not despise the cry of us sinners,

but in your goodness come speedily to help us
who call on you in faith.

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to
intercede for us, O Theotokos

For you always protect those who honor you.

Tone 8 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our
God! (Ps. 75:10a)

Epistle 2 Corinthians 6: 16-7:1 (Sunday)

And what agreement has the temple of God with
idols? For you are the temple of the living God.
As God has said:

“I will dwell in them and walk among them.
I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

Therefore “Come out from among them and be
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is
unclean, And I will receive you.”

“I will be a Father to you,and you shall be My
sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear
of God.

Gospel Luke 6:31-36 (Sunday)
And just as you want men to do to you, you also
do to them likewise.

“But if you love those who love you, what credit
is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. And if you do good to those who do
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. And if you lend to those
from whom you hope to receive back, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to
sinners to receive as much back. But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing
in return; and your reward will be great, and
you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind
to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be
merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in
the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia!

On Holiness

“Let no one deceive you, brother: without
holiness, as the apostle says, no one can see God
(cf. Heb. 12:14).

For the Lord, who is more than holy and beyond
all purity, will not appear to an impure person.
Just as he who loves father or mother, daughter
or son (cf. Matt. 10:37) more than the Lord is
unworthy of Him, so is he who loves anything
transient and material. Even more unworthy is
the person who chooses foul and fetid sin to
preference to love for the Lord; for God rejects
whoever does not repudiate all filthiness:
‘Corruption does not inherit incorruption’ (1
Cor. 15:50). ” +St. Theognostos, On the Practice
of the Virtues, Contemplation and the Priesthood

“Children, I beseech you to correct your hearts
and thoughts, so that you may be pleasing to

God. Consider that although we may reckon
ourselves to be righteous and frequently succeed
in deceiving men, we can conceal nothing from
God. Let us therefore strive to preserve the
holiness of our souls and to guard the purity of
our bodies with all fervor. Ye are the temple of
God, says the divine Apostle Paul; If any man
defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy.”
— St. Nicholas of Myra, The Great Collection of
the Lives of the Saints by St. Demetrius of Rostov

“It should be known, however, that the unclean
spirits obey human beings in two ways. Either
they are rendered submissive to the holiness of
the faithful through divine grace and power or,
having been soothed by sacrifices and by certain
songs of the impious, they fawn over them as
over friends.” — St. John Cassian

“The acquisition of of holiness is not the
exclusive business of monks, as certain people
think. People with families are also called to
holiness, as are those in all kinds of professions,
who live in the world, since the commandment
about perfection and holiness is given not only
to monks, but to all people” — Hieromartyr
Onuphry Gagaluk

The task of moral judgment is always to prompt
the soul's incensive power to engage in inner
warfare and to make us self -critical. The task of
wisdom is to prompt the intelligence to strict
watchfulness, constancy, and spiritual
contemplation. The task of righteousness is to
direct the appetitive aspect of the soul towards
holiness and towards God. Fortitude's task is to
govern the five senses and to keep them always
under control, so that through them neither our
inner self, the heart, nor our outer self, the
body, is defiled. -St. Hesychios the Priest: On
Watchfulness and Holiness
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