
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether you are searching for a new church home 

or just visiting, we are glad you’re with us today. If 

you have a prayer request, are looking for more 

information about the Orthodox Faith, would like 

to join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 

Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card 

and drop it in the offering basket as your offering 

today. We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

Sunday, January 1: Circumcision/St Basil 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy (No Church School) 

Tuesday, January 3 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    9:30 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Thursday, January 5 

    9:30 am   Vesperal Liturgy with Water Blessing 

    11:00 am to 12:00 pm   Office Hours 
    7:00 pm    Vigil of Theophany 

Friday, January 6: Theophany of the Lord 
    9:30 am   Festal Liturgy with Gr Blessing of Water 

Saturday, January 7 

    4:30 pm   Confessions 

    5:00 pm   Great Vespers/Cathedral Vigil 

Sunday, January 8 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy / Church School 

 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 

for Orthodox Christians who prepare 

themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox 

visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate 

the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed 

bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ This week through Wednesday is fast free. 

Thursday, January 5 is a strict fast day. Friday, 

January 6, (Theophany) is fast free. 

 

➢ Everyone is encouraged to bring containers 

appropriate for Holy Water which will be 

blessed at Church on Friday after the Divine 

Liturgy. Additionally, we will also have a water 

blessing on Thursday after the Vesperal Liturgy 

(which is traditionally held outdoors). 

 

➢ The scaffolding in our church has presented 

us with an opportunity to re-acquaint 

ourselves with the traditional beauty of 

Orthodox worship in a temple unhindered by a 

church full of rows of pews. While we know the 

space is currently limited, during this period, 

please keep in mind the following: 

• The elderly, disabled, and pregnant or 

nursing moms should have priority for 

seating. 

• Coats, etc, can be hung up in the vestibule. 

But please keep valuables on your person. 

• Enjoy the freedom of not being pewed in. 

Walking around to venerate icons, praying, 

and lighting candles is a natural Orthodox 

activity, even during services. But please do 

so quietly and without distracting others. 

• If you need to sit down for a few moments 

(or more), don’t be ashamed. Feel free to 

do so. No one is judging you. 

• Children may have an adjustment period, 

but the mostly universal experience of 

parents/caregivers is that children become 

much more focused without being pewed in. 

➢ Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized; John 

Mahalchak (son). Home: George Shaytar. Natalie 

Tooch. Shut in, Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: 

Eleanor Kovacs, Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka. 

 

➢ Vigil Lights From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & 

Gregory Mell for the departed servant, for Dn. 

Joseph Mell; for the health of family. From Doris 

M. Wasilko for the departed servants from the 

Dyczko & Wasilko families; for the health of the 

Wasilko family. From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

departed servant, Nicholas Yurkowski. From John 

& Olga for the health of Galina Vilkova, Matthew 

Heuer, and for the health & salvation of our family.  

 

➢ to our January donors: from the John 

Mahalchak Family (Altar Candles $25) for the 

health of friends and family and a happy new year!  

 

➢ Thank you to Sandi Tirpak for donating the St 

Basil breads (vasilopita). May God richly bless her! 

 
Good, yea, very good, are all the works of our God 

and Savior — all of them that eye sees and mind 
perceives, all that reason interprets and hand 

handles, all that intellect comprehends and human 

nature understands. For what richer beauty can there 

be than that of the circle of heaven? And what form of 
more blooming fairness than that of earth's surface? 

And what is there swifter in the course than the 

chariot of the sun? And what more graceful car than 

the lunar orb? And what work more wonderful than 

the compact mosaic of the stars? And what more 
productive of supplies than the seasonable winds? 

And what more spotless mirror than the light of day? 

And what creature more excellent than man? Very 

good, then, are all the works of our God and Saviour. 
And what more requisite gift, again, is there than the 

element of water? For with water all things are 

washed and nourished, and cleansed and bedewed. 
Water bears the earth, water produces the dew, water 

exhilarates the vine; water matures the grain in the 

ear, water ripens the grapecluster, water softens the 

olive, water sweetens the palm-date, water reddens 
the rose and decks the violet, water makes the lily 

bloom with its brilliant cups. And why should I speak 

at length? Without the element of water, none of the 

present order of things can subsist. So necessary is 
the element of water; for the other elements took 

their places beneath the highest vault of the heavens, 

but the nature of water obtained a seat also above the 

heavens. And to this the prophet himself is a witness, 
when he exclaims, Praise the Lord, you heavens of 

heavens, and the water that is above the heavens. 

 

Nor is this the only thing that proves the dignity of 

the water. But there is also that which is more 
honorable than all — the fact that Christ, the Maker of 

all, came down as the rain, and was known as a 

spring, and diffused Himself as a river, and was 

baptized in the Jordan. For you have just heard how 
Jesus came to John, and was baptized by him in the 

Jordan. Oh things strange beyond compare! How 

should the boundless River that makes glad the city of 

God have been dipped in a little water! The illimitable 
Spring that bears life to all men, and has no end, was 

covered by poor and temporary waters! He who is 

present everywhere, and absent nowhere — who is 

incomprehensible to angels and invisible to men — 

comes to the baptism according to His own good 
pleasure. When you hear these things, beloved, take 

them not as if spoken literally, but accept them as 

presented in a figure. Whence also the Lord was not 

unnoticed by the watery element in what He did in 
secret, in the kindness of His condescension to man. 

For the waters saw Him, and were afraid. They 

wellnigh broke from their place, and burst away from 

their boundary. Hence the prophet, having this in his 
view many generations ago, puts the question, What 

ails you, O sea, that you reddest; and you, Jordan, that 

you were driven back?  And they in reply said, We 

have seen the Creator of all things in the form of a 
servant, and being ignorant of the mystery of the 

economy, we were lashed with fear. 
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Thank You 

On the Theophany 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

Prayers 

Welcome! 

 

Schedule This Week 

Announcements

 

Announcements

 

Announcements

 

Announcements

 

Announcements

 

Announcements

 



Tone 4 Troparion   (Resurrection) 

When the women disciples of the Lord learned 

from the angel 

the joyous message of Thy Resurrection, 

they cast away the ancestral curse 

and elatedly told the apostles: 

“Death is overthrown! 

Christ God is risen,// 

granting the world great mercy!” 

 

Tone 1 Troparion (Circumcision) 

Enthroned on high with the Eternal Father and Thy 

divine Spirit, 

O Jesus, Thou didst will to be born on earth of the 

unwedded handmaid, ^Thy Mother. 

Therefore Thou wast circumcised as an eight-day-

old Child.  

Glory to Thy most gracious counsel;  

glory to Thy ^dispensation;//  

glory to Thy condescension, O only Lover of man!  

 

Tone 1 Troparion (St. Basil) 

Thy proclamation has gone out into all the earth, 

which was divinely taught by hearing thy voice. 

Thou didst expound the nature of creatures 

and didst ennoble the manners of men. 

O venerable Father of royal priesthood,//  

entreat Christ God that our souls may be saved! 
 

Tone 4 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 

My Savior and Redeemer 

as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-

born from their chains. 

He has shattered the gates of hell, 

and as Master,// 

He has risen on the third day! 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 4 Kontakion (St. Basil)  

Thou wast revealed as the sure foundation of the 

Church,  

granting all mankind a lordship which cannot be 

taken away,//  

sealing it with thy precepts, O venerable Basil, 

revealer of heaven. 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 3 Kontakion (Feast) 

The Lord of all accepts to be circumcised, 

thus, as He is good, He excises the sins of mortal 

men.  

Today He grants the world salvation, 

while light-bearing Basil, high priest of our 

Creator,// 

rejoices in heaven as a divine initiate of Christ.  

 

Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Sunday Before and Circumcision) 

O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine 

inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a) 

 

Epistle Sunday before Theophany  (2 Tim 4:5-8) 

But you be watchful in all things, endure 

afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 

your ministry. 

 

For I am already being poured out as a drink 

offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished the 

race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up 

for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, 

and not to me only but also to all who have loved 

His appearing. 

 

Epistle of Circumcision  (Col 2:8-12) 

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy 

and empty deceit, according to the tradition of 

men, according to the basic principles of the world, 

and not according to Christ. For in Him dwells all 

the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are 

complete in Him, who is the head of all principality 

and power. 

 

In Him you were also circumcised with the 

circumcision made without hands, by putting off 

the body of the sins of the flesh, by the 

circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in 

baptism, in which you also were raised with Him 

through faith in the working of God, who raised 

Him from the dead. 

 

Gospel Sunday before Theophany (Mark 1:1-8) 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 

of God. As it is written in the Prophets: 

 

“Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, 

Who will prepare Your way before You.” 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

Make His paths straight.’ ” 

 

John came baptizing in the wilderness and 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, and 

those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were 

all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing 

their sins. 
 

Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a 

leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts 

and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “There 

comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose 

sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and 

loose. I indeed baptized you with water, but He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Gospel of Circumcision (Luke 2:20-21, 40-52) 

Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things that they had heard 

and seen, as it was told them. 

 

And when eight days were completed for the 

circumcision of the Child, His name was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was 

conceived in the womb. 

 

And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, 

filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon 

Him. 

 

His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the 

Feast of the Passover. And when He was twelve 

years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to 

the custom of the feast. When they had finished 

the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered 

behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother 

did not know it; but supposing Him to have been in 

the company, they went a day’s journey, and 

sought Him among their relatives and 

acquaintances. So when they did not find Him, 

they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. Now so it 

was that after three days they found Him in the 

temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both 

listening to them and asking them questions. And 

all who heard Him were astonished at His 

understanding and answers. So when they saw 

Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to 

Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? Look, 

Your father and I have sought You anxiously.” 

 

And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did 

you not know that I must be about My Father’s 

business?” But they did not understand the 

statement which He spoke to them. 

 
Then He went down with them and came to 

Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother 

kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus 

increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 

God and men. 

 

Hymn to the Theotokos (St Basil’s Liturgy) 

All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace: 

the assembly of Angels and the race of men. 

O sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, 

the glory of virgins, 

from whom God was incarnate and became a 

Child: 

our God before the ages. 

He made your body into a throne, 

and your womb He made more spacious than the 

heavens. 

All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace.// 

Glory to you! 

 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! (Ps. 148:1) The righteous shall be in 

everlasting remembrance.  He shall not fear evil 

tidings. (Ps. 111:6) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, January 1 


