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Whether you are searching for a new church 

home or just visiting, we are glad you’re with us 

today. If you have a prayer request, are looking 

for more information about the Orthodox Faith, 

would like to join our parish, or would like to 

speak with Fr Thomas, we invite you to fill out a 

visitor’s card and drop it in the offering basket 

as your offering today. We want to get to know 

you! God bless you! 

Sunday, July 3 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, July 5 through Friday, July 8 

10:00 am to 1:00 pm Vacation Church School 

(No Matins or Office Hours in July) 

Saturday, July 9 

    5:00 pm   Great Vespers with Cathedral Vigil 

Sunday, July 10 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 

for Orthodox Christians who prepare 

themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox 

visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate 

the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed 

bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Everyone is invited downstairs or outside for 

a “picnic-style” Coffee Hour. Thanks to Clayton 

Harris for organizing it. May God richly bless 

him! 

 

➢ July’s parish schedule will see a temporary 

reduction in the number of services, classes, 

and office hours. The normal schedule will pick 

back up in August. Please consult the online 

schedule 

(orthodoxpittsburgh.com/parishcalendar) for 

the most accurate schedule. There will Great 

Vespers with Cathedral Vigil this Saturday. 

 

➢The Saint Constantine School Pittsburgh 

invites everyone to a Family Fun Night on 

Tuesday, July 5 beginning at 5:00 pm at the 

Riverside Event Center Boathouse, Dormition of 

the Theotokos Greek Orthodox Church, 12 

Washington Ave, Oakmont PA. Bring the whole 

family  for a free evening of food, games, and 

fun! 

 

➢ During the summer months, a reminder that 

our diligence in attendance at the Sunday Divine 

Liturgy, the holy feast days, and the various 

activities of the church, is encouraged. Find an 

Orthodox Church while vacationing! 

 

➢ Mark your calendars 

September 11 – Church Picnic at Clever Park 

October 8 – Slavic Food Fest 

November 22 – Ceiling iconography work begins 

➢ Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized: John 

Mahalchak Jr; Home: George Shaytar. Natalie 

Tooch. Shut in, Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: 

Eleanor Kovacs, Natalie Popovich, Michael Soroka 
➢ Vigil Lights From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & Gregory 

Mell for the departed servant, for Dn. Joseph Mell; for 

the health of family.  From Charles A. Wasilko for 

the departed servant, Darleen Englert. From Doris 

Wasilko for the departed servant, cousin, Carolyn 

Daniels; for the health of the Wasilko family. From 

Marsha Wasilko for the departed servant, cousin, 

Carol Daniels (7/1/21).  From John & Olga for the 

health of Galina Vilkova and Dana Emma Kowalcheck 

and her baby to be born. From Alexandria Tirpak for 

the health of Nicholas, Andrea & families, and 

Alexandra; special intentions. From Kristie Mertz for 

the departed servants, William Bosko and Mary 

Visokay. From John & Nancy Pravlochak for the 

departed servants, our parents; for the health of Alex 

& Anna on their engagement. From Nancy Shaytar 

for the health of husband, George, Joanne, and 

Mallory. From Mat. Joni Soroka for the newly 

departed servant, George Corey; for the health of 

family. From the John Mahalchak family for the 

health of friends & family, John, Cheryl, Gregory, 

Cindy, Daniel, Mary, Sarah, and Baby Taj. From 

Richard Blaha for the departed servants, father, Pete 

(1 year) and other family members; for the health of 

Robert, relatives, siblings and serving soldiers; 

special intention & peace.  From Tatyana Sechler for 

the departed servants, Svetlana, Diana, Polina, 

Galina, Slava, Bruce, Marina, and Luba; for the health 

of Svetlana, Veronica, Daniel, Tatyana, Sergei and 

Andreya. 

➢ to our July donors: Rick and Susan Porter 

(Altar Candles $25) on the occasion of Susie’s 

birthday. 

That tribulation then is profitable to the saints, 

that they may exercise moderation and lowliness, 

and that they may not be puffed up by their 

miracles and good works, and that God permits it 

for this end; we may hear David the prophet, and 

Paul saying the same. The former says, It is good 

for me, Lord, that I have been in trouble, that I 
might learn your statutes: and the latter having 

said, I was caught up into the third heaven, and 

transported to Paradise, goes on to say, And lest I 

should be exalted above measure through the 

abundance of the revelations, there was given me a 

thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet 

me. What can be clearer than this? That I might 

not be exalted above measure, for this reason, says 

he, God permitted the messengers of Satan to 

buffet me; by messengers of Satan, indeed, he 

means not particular demons, but men ministering 

for the devil, the unbelievers, the tyrants, the 

heathens, who perseveringly molested, and 

unceasingly worried him. And what he says is just 

this: God was able to repress these persecutions 

and successive tribulations; but since I had been 

caught up into the third heaven, and transported to 

Paradise, lest through the abundance of these 

revelations I might be lifted up and think much of 

myself, he permitted these persecutions, and 

suffered these messengers of Satan to buffet me 

with persecutions and afflictions, that I might not 

be too much exalted. For although Paul and Peter, 

and all that are like them, be holy and wonderful 

men, as indeed they are, yet they are but men, and 

require much caution lest they should be too easily 

exalted; and as saints more than others. For 

nothing is so apt to exalt to presumption as a 

conscience full of good works, and a soul that lives 

in confidence. To the end, therefore, that these 

might suffer nothing of this kind, God permitted 

that there should be temptations and tribulations; 

these being powerful to keep them down, and to 

persuade to the exercise of moderation in all 

things. (Chrysostom)  

Welcome! 
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Announcements

 

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Deacon John Skowron, Attached 
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Prayers 

Thank You 

The Profit of Tribulation 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 



Tone 2 Troparion of the Resurrection 

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life 

immortal, 

Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy 

Godhead. 

And when from the depths Thou didst raise the 

dead, 

all the powers of heaven cried out:// 

“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to Thee!”  

 

Tone 4  Troparion of St Nicholas   

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 

an image of humility, and a teacher of 

abstinence. 

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to 

you! 

Because of your poverty riches were granted to 

you! 

O holy Bishop Nicholas, 

pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

Tone 2 Kontakion of the Resurrection 

Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, 

seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the 

tomb! 

The dead arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld 

this and rejoiced with Thee,//  

and the world, my Savior, praises Thee forever. 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion of the Theotokos   

Steadfast protectress of Christians, 

constant advocate before the Creator, 

do not despise the cry of us sinners, 

but in your goodness come speedily to help us 

who call on you in faith. 

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to 

intercede for us, O Theotokos 

For you always protect those who honor you. 

 

Tone 2 Prokeimenon of the Resurrection 

The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has 

become my salvation. (Ps 117/118:4) 

 

Epistle of the Sunday (Romans 5:1-10) 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom also we have access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only 

that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing 

that tribulation produces perseverance; and 

perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

Now hope does not disappoint, because the love 

of God has been poured out in our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

 

For when we were still without strength, in due 

time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely 

for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for 

a good man someone would even dare to die. 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 

in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. Much more then, having now been 

justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 

wrath through Him. For if when we were 

enemies we were reconciled to God through the 

death of His Son, much more, having been 

reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

 

Gospel of the Sunday (Matthew 6:22-33) 

“The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore 

your eye is good, your whole body will be full of 

light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body 

will be full of darkness. If therefore the light 

that is in you is darkness, how great is that 

darkness! 

 

“No one can serve two masters; for either he 

will hate the one and love the other, or else he 

will be loyal to the one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve God and mammon. 

 

“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your 

life, what you will eat or what you will drink; 

nor about your body, what you will put on. Is 

not life more than food and the body more than 

clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of 

more value than they? Which of you by worrying 

can add one cubit to his stature? 

 

“So why do you worry about clothing? Consider 

the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that 

even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 

like one of these. Now if God so clothes the 

grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow 

is thrown into the oven, will He not much more 

clothe you, O you of little faith? 

 

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 

eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles 

seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you 

need all these things. But seek first the kingdom 

of God and His righteousness, and all these 

things shall be added to you. 

 

Communion Hymn  

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest!  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  (Ps 

148:1) 

 

For of the diversified and manifold affliction which 

befalls the saints, I have reasons eight in number 
to declare unto your love. Therefore let all direct 

themselves to me with the strictest attention, 

knowing that there will be no pardon nor excuse left 

us hereafter for stumbling at the things which 
happen, if after all, when there are so many reasons, 

we are just as much perplexed and disturbed as if 

there were not one to be found. 

The first reason then is, that God permits them to 
suffer evil, that they may not too easily be exalted 

into presumption, by the greatness of their good 

works and miracles. 

The second, that others may not have a greater 

opinion of them than belongs to human nature, and 

take them to be gods and not men. 

The third, that the power of God may be made 
manifest, in prevailing, and overcoming, and 

advancing the word preached, through the efficacy of 

men who are infirm and in bonds. 

The fourth, that the endurance of these themselves 
may become more striking, serving God, as they do, 

not for a reward; but showing even such right-

mindedness as to give proof of their undiminished 

good will towards Him after so many evils. 

The fifth, that our minds may be wise concerning the 

doctrine of a resurrection. For when you see a just 

man, and one abounding in virtue, suffering ten 

thousand evils, and thus departing the present life, 

you are altogether compelled, though unwillingly, to 
think somewhat of the future judgment; for if men do 

not suffer those who have laboured for themselves, to 

depart without wages and recompense; much more 

cannot God design, that those who have so greatly 
laboured should be sent away uncrowned. But if He 

cannot intend to deprive those of the recompense of 

their labours eventually, there must needs be a time, 

after the end of the life here, in which they will 

receive the recompense of their present labours. 

The sixth, that all who fall into adversity may have a 

sufficient consolation and alleviation, by looking at 

such persons, and remembering what sufferings have 

befallen them. 

The seventh, that when we exhort you to the virtue 

of such persons, and we say to every one of you, 

Imitate Paul, emulate Peter, ye may not, on account of 

the surpassing character of their good works, 
slothfully shrink from such an imitation of them, as 

deeming them to have been partakers of a different 

nature. 

The eighth, that when it is necessary to call any 
blessed, or the reverse, we may learn whom we ought 

to account happy, and whom unhappy and wretched. 

These then are the reasons; but it is necessary to 

establish them all from the Scriptures, and to show 
with exactness that all that has been said on this 

subject is not an invention of human reasoning, but 

the very sentence of the Scriptures. For thus will what 

we say be at once more deserving of credit and sink the 
deeper into your minds. (Chrysostom) 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, July 3 


