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Welcome!
Whether you are searching for a new church
home or just visiting, we are glad you’re with us
today. If you have a prayer request, are looking
for more information about the Orthodox Faith,
would like to join our parish, or would like to
speak with Fr Thomas, we invite you to fill out a
visitor’s card and drop it in the offering basket
as your offering today. We want to get to know
you! God bless you!

Schedule This Week
Sunday, May 29
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, May 31
9:00 am Daily Matins
9:30 am-12:00 pm Office Hours
Wednesday, June 1
7:00 pm Vigil for the Great Feast of Ascension
Thursday, June 2
9:30 am Festal Divine Liturgy
10:30 am-12:00 pm Office Hours
Saturday, June 4
5:00 pm Vespers with Cathedral Vigil
Sunday, June 5
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved
for Orthodox Christians who prepare
themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox
visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate
the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed
bread) at the conclusion of the service.

May 29, 2022

Announcements
➢ Join us this coming Wednesday evening and
Thursday morning as we celebrate the Great
Feast of the Ascension of Christ. Please
remember that at home and at church we
continue a period of no kneeling and we do not
say the prayer “O Heavenly King” until the Great
Feast of Pentecost.
➢ Last call! If you were going to fill one of the
mom or baby bags for the Women's Choice
Network center, please return it by next Sunday,
June 5th. Contact Mat. Joni or Mary Hoffman
know as soon as possible if you have not yet
returned them! They will be delivering the bags
June 8th.
➢ Mark your calendars
June 12 - Pentecost
June 20-28 - Apostle’s Fast
June 29 Feast of Sts Peter and Paul
July 5-8 - Vacation Church School
October 8 – Slavic Food Fest
November 22 – Ceiling iconography work begins

Come, let us worship
and fall down before
Him, and let us weep
before the Lord who
made us, for He is
our God. (Ps 94/95 LXX)

Prayers
➢ Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized:
(none) Home: George Shaytar. Natalie Tooch.
Shut in, Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home:
Eleanor Kovacs, Natalie Popovich, Michael
Soroka
➢ Vigil Lights From Mat. Nancy K. Mell &
Gregory Mell for the departed servant, for Dn.
Joseph Mell; for the health of family. From
Richard & Sonia Blaha for the departed
servants, parents, Pete, Dorothy & Betty, uncles
Ray & Frank, Aunt Irene & Chris; for the health
of family, friends, siblings and serving soldiers;
for the 25th anniversary of Kiprian & Diane and
Traci & Jimmy. From Mat. Joni Soroka for the
health of Uncle George Corey and nephew, Corey
Naiser on his graduation. From Donya Yewisiak
for the health of Natalie Tooch. From Kristie
Mertz for the health of Bill, Janice, Caleb, and
Miranda. From John Mahalchak for the health
of friends & family, Cheryl, John, Gregory,
Cindy, Daniel, Mary, Kayla Elizabeth.

Thank You
➢ to our May donors: Fr Thomas and Matushka
Joni Soroka (Incense $10) for the health and
salvation of daughter, Jacqueline, on the
occasion of her birthday.

Why did Jesus use clay?
When He had thus spoken—Jesus did not stop
with words, but at once added the deed—He spat
on the ground, and having made clay, He
anointed the eyes of the blind man. By using the
clay, the Lord showed that it was He Who
formed Adam out of clay. Earlier He announced,
in so many words, “I am He Who formed Adam,”
offending His listeners; now He demonstrates
with an irrefutable deed the truth of that
proclamation. Jesus created eyes for the blind
man out of clay, just as He had done for Adam.
He did not merely fashion the eyes, or open
them, but gave them vision. This proves that it
was He Who breathed the soul into Adam.
Without the soul being present to impart its
divine energy, even a perfectly formed eye
would see nothing. Christ used spittle to make
him see, because He was about to send the blind
man to the pool of Siloam and wanted to make
clear that He, not the water of that spring, was
the source of the miracle. Let us learn that He
fashioned and opened the man’s eyes by the
power which proceeds from His mouth; this is
why He spat on the ground to make clay. Then,
lest anyone imagine that the source of the
miracle was the earth, He ordered the man to
wash off the clay. Some say that the clay was
not removed, but was fashioned into eyes. Why
does He command him to go to the pool of
Siloam? First, that we may learn of the blind
man’s faith and obedience. He did not reason, “If
the clay and the spittle will give me eyes, why
must I wash in the pool of Siloam?” Instead, he
obeyed the One Who commanded. Second, with
this order, the Lord confounds the Jews who
wilfully rejected Him. It is likely that many saw
Him anoint the man’s eyes with clay and paid close
attention to what He was doing. As a result, no one
could later dispute that the Lord had done these
things. Third, by sending the blind man to the pool
of Siloam, Christ shows that He is not an opponent
of the Old Testament. overwhelmed all sin by its
power.

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, May 29
Tone 5 Troparion
(Resurrection)
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,
born for our salvation from the Virgin;
for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,
to endure death,
and to raise the dead//
by His glorious Resurrection.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit

Tone 4 Kontakion
(Pentecostarion)
I come to Thee, O Christ, blind from birth in my
spiritual eyes,
and call to Thee in repentance://
“Thou art the most radiant Light of those in
darkness.”
Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen
Tone 8 Kontakion
(Pascha)
Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal,
Thou didst destroy the power of death.
In victory didst Thou arise, O Christ God,
proclaiming, “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing
Women,//
granting peace to Thine Apostles, and bestowing
Resurrection on the fallen.
Tone 8 Prokeimenon (Pentecostarion)
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God!
(Ps. 75:10a)
Epistle (Acts 16:16-34)
Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain
slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us,
who brought her masters much profit by fortunetelling. This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out,
saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High
God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And
this she did for many days.
But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the
spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. But
when her masters saw that their hope of profit was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them
into the marketplace to the authorities.

And they brought them to the magistrates, and said,
“These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city;
and they teach customs which are not lawful for us,
being Romans, to receive or observe.” Then the
multitude rose up together against them; and the
magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded
them to be beaten with rods. And when they had laid
many stripes on them, they threw them into prison,
commanding the jailer to keep them securely. Having
received such a charge, he put them into the inner
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were
opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. And the
keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing
the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had
fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself.
But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself
no harm, for we are all here.”
Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down
trembling before Paul and Silas. And he brought them
out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
you will be saved, you and your household.” Then
they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who
were in his house. And he took them the same hour of
the night and washed their stripes. And immediately
he and all his family were baptized. Now when he had
brought them into his house, he set food before them;
and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his
household.

Gospel (John 9:1-38)
Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind
from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?”
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed
in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me
while it is day; the night is coming when no one can

work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.”

He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

When He had said these things, He spat on the ground
and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the
eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is
translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came
back seeing.

So they again called the man who was blind, and said
to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is
a sinner.”

Therefore the neighbors and those who previously
had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he who
sat and begged?”

Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you?
How did He open your eyes?”

Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.”
He said, “I am he.”
Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes
opened?”
He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay
and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool
of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I
received sight.”
Then they said to him, “Where is He?”
He said, “I do not know.”
They brought him who formerly was blind to the
Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also
asked him again how he had received his sight. He
said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed,
and I see.”
Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is
not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such
signs?” And there was a division among them.
They said to the blind man again, “What do you say
about Him because He opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he
had been blind and received his sight, until they
called the parents of him who had received his sight.
And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”
His parents answered them and said, “We know that
this is our son, and that he was born blind; but by
what means he now sees we do not know, or who
opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask
him. He will speak for himself.” His parents said
these things because they feared the Jews, for the
Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that

He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not
I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was
blind, now I see.”

He answered them, “I told you already, and you did
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
also want to become His disciples?”
Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple,
but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke
to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where
He is from.”
The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a
marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is
from; yet He has opened my eyes! Now we know that
God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.
Since the world began it has been unheard of that
anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If
this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.”
They answered and said to him, “You were completely
born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And they cast
him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He
had found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the
Son of God?”
He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may
believe in Him?”
And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it
is He who is talking with you.”
Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped
Him.

Hymn to the Theotokos of the Feast
The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: “Rejoice, O
pure Virgin! Again, I say: ‘Rejoice, your Son is risen
from His three days in the tomb! With Himself He has
raised all the dead.’” Rejoice, O ye people!
Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory of the Lord
has shone on you. Exult now, and be glad, O Zion! Be
radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of
your Son!

