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Whether you are searching for a new church home or 
just visiting, we are glad you’re with us today. If you 

have a prayer request, are looking for more 

information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to 

join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 

Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and 
drop it in the offering basket as your offering today. 

We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

Sunday, November 28 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy/Church School 

Tuesday, November 30 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    10:30 am-12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Thursday, December 2 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    10:30 am-12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Saturday, December 4 

    Vespers with Cathedral Vigil 

Sunday, December 5 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy/Church School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 

for Orthodox Christians who prepare 

themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox 

visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate 

the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed 

bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ We are now in the period of the Nativity Fast 

(in the west called Advent). This period of 

preparation for Christmas involves turning our 

minds, hearts, and bodies toward the 

celebration of the Nativity of Christ through 

prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Please make 

these 40 days before Christmas a time of 

reflection in order to appropriately celebrate 

Christmas with a pure heart. 

 

➢ Angel Tree is here! We are collecting gifts for 

children of the Holy Family Institute. When you 

take an ornament from the tree downstairs, 

please purchase gifts for subject and return 

them unopened and unwrapped. Thank you for 

your generosity! Donya Yewisiak, chair. 

 

➢ Christmas Card Project: As in years past, we 

ask for your $10 donation to have your/your 

family's name printed on our parish Christmas 

card which will be sent to parishioners in early 

December.  All proceeds benefit the monthly 

food pantry.  The deadline is Sunday, November 

28, 2021.  Please see Jan Widel or Marsha 

Wasilko to participate.  We also have a limited 

supply of boxed cards for sale.  Thank you! 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

Sunday, December 5 Archpastoral Visit of 

Archbishop Melchisedek and St Nicholas Dinner. 

 

Our Annual St Nicholas Dinner will be held on 

Sunday, December 5. If you can help to work 

during the dinner, please sign up downstairs.  

➢ Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized: (none) 

Home: George Shaytar. Shut in, Rehabilitation, or 

Nursing Home: Garnette Kerchum, Eleanor Kovacs, 

Natalie Popovich, Olga Tryszyn 

 

➢Vigil Lights From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

departed servant, grandfather, Theodore 
Dyczko.  From Doris Wasilko for the departed 

servant, grandfather, Theodore Dyczko; for the 

health of the Wasilko family. From Marsha 

Wasilko for the departed servant, Godfather 

Theodore Dyczko.  From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & 

Gregory Mell for the departed servant, Dn. Joseph 

Mell; for the health of family.  From the John 

Mahalchak Family for the health of friends, 

family, John, Cheryl, Gregory, and Kayla 

Elizabeth.  From Alexandria Tirpak for the health 

of my family, Elaine & Tamara, and David; special 

intentions.  From Irene Kulchock for the departed 

servant, Olga Bednar (11/3/19); for the health of 

Jan Pravlochak.  From John & Olga for the 

departed servant, Carol Ann Kowalcheck; for the 

health of Galina Vilkova and Elena Kondratenko 

From Jeff & Luann Kopylinski for the departed 

servants, parents, Dorothy & Ellsworth. From 

Nancy Shaytar for the health of husband, George. 

From Dawna Beckett for the departed servant, 

Michael Petkash; for the health of my 

family.  From Chris & Edith Humphrey for the 

departed servant, Bessie McEwan.. 

 

➢ to our November donors, Matushka Nancy Mell 

and Gregory Mell (Bulletin $60, Holy Bread $50, 

Communion Wine $40, Altar Candles $25, Incense 

$10) in memory of Deacon Joseph Mell and for the 

health of their family. 

Today’s lesson: Woman at the Well 

 

Questions to ask/review:  

• Who made the well Jesus rested on? (Jacob) 

• Why was the woman surprised that Jesus 

would speak to her?  (at that time, men did 

not speak to women alone and she was a 

Samaritan, not a Jew) 

• What kind of water did Jesus offer the 

woman? (living water that gives everlasting 

life) 

• What two things caused the people of 

Samaria to believe that Jesus was the 

coming Messiah? (first they heard the 

account of the woman, then followed Jesus 

and heard for themselves) 

• What is evangelism? How did the woman 

practice evangelism? 

• Is there anyone you know who does not 

know about Jesus? Have you told them? Why 

or why not? 

 

Suggested activities at home: 

• Have your child select a friend and tell him 

about Jesus. 

• Have your child go to the “well” (a bucket of 

water) each time he wants a drink. Decorate 

the bucket to look like a well. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, teach me about You so that I can 

tell my friends about my wonderful Lord. Amen. 

 

  

Welcome! 

 

This Week 

Announcements

 

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Deacon John Skowron, Attached 
 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 

OrthodoxPittsburgh.org          November 28, 2021 

Prayers 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

Thank You 

This week in Church School 



Tone 6 Troparion  (Resurrection) 

The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; 

the guards became as dead men. 

Mary stood by Thy grave, 

seeking Thy most pure body. 

Thou didst capture hell 

not being tempted by it. 

Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. 

O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead,// 

glory to Thee.   

 

Tone 4  Troparion (St Nicholas) 

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 

an image of humility, and a teacher of 

abstinence. 

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to 

you! 

Because of your poverty riches were granted to 

you! 

O holy Bishop Nicholas, 

pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion  (Resurrection) 

When Christ God the Giver of Life, 

raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery 

with His mighty hand, 

He bestowed resurrection on the human race.// 

He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, 

and the God of all. 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion (Theotokos) 

Steadfast protectress of Christians, 

constant advocate before the Creator, 

do not despise the cry of us sinners, 

but in your goodness come speedily to help us 

who call on you in faith. 

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to 

intercede for us, O Theotokos 

For you always protect those who honor you. 

 

Tone 6 Prokeimenon  (Resurrection) 

O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine 

inheritance! 

 

Epistle of the Sunday (Ephesians 2:4-10) 

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His 

great love with which He loved us, even when 

we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been 

saved), and raised us up together, and made us 

sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show 

the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have 

been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 

lest anyone should boast. For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand that we 

should walk in them. 

 

Gospel of the Sunday (Luke 13:10-17 

Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues 

on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman 

who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and 

was bent over and could in no way raise herself 

up. But when Jesus saw her, He called her to 

Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed 

from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands on 

her, and immediately she was made straight, 

and glorified God. 

 

But the ruler of the synagogue answered with 

indignation, because Jesus had healed on the 

Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, “There are 

six days on which men ought to work; therefore 

come and be healed on them, and not on the 

Sabbath day.” 

 

The Lord then answered him and said, 

“Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the 

Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the stall, 

and lead it away to water it? So ought not this 

woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom 

Satan has bound—think of it—for eighteen years, 

be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?” And 

when He said these things, all His adversaries 

were put to shame; and all the multitude 

rejoiced for all the glorious things that were 

done by Him. 

 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! (Ps. 148:1) Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia! 

Eph 2:8. For by grace, says he have you been 

saved. 

 

In order then that the greatness of the benefits 

bestowed may not raise you too high, observe how 

he brings you down: by grace you have been saved, 

says he, 

 

Through faith; 

 

Then, that, on the other hand, our free-will be not 

impaired, he adds also our part in the work, and 

yet again cancels it, and adds, 

 

And that not of ourselves. 

 

Neither is faith, he means, of ourselves. Because 

had He not come, had He not called us, how had we 

been able to believe? For how, says he, shall they 

believe, unless they hear? Romans 10:14 So that 

the work of faith itself is not our own. 

 

It is the gift, said he, of God, it is not of works. 

 

Was faith then, you will say, enough to save us? 

No; but God, says he, has required this, lest He 

should save us, barren and without work at all. His 

expression is, that faith saves, but it is because 

God so wills, that faith saves. Since, how, tell me, 

does faith save, without works? This itself is the 

gift of God. 

 

Ver. 9. That no man should glory. 

 

That he may excite in us proper feeling touching 

this gift of grace. What then? says a man, Hath He 

Himself hindered our being justified by works? By 

no means. But no one, he says, is justified by 

works, in order that the grace and loving-kindness 

of God may be shown. He did not reject us as 

having works, but as abandoned of works He has 

saved us by grace; so that no man henceforth may 

have whereof to boast. And then, lest when you 

hear that the whole work is accomplished not of 

works but by faith, you should become idle, 

observe how he continues, 

 
Ver. 10. For we are His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore 

prepared that we should walk in them. 

 

Observe the words he uses. He here alludes to the 

regeneration, which is in reality a second creation. 

We have been brought from non-existence into 

being. As to what we were before, that is, the old 

man, we are dead. What we are now become, 

before, we were not. Truly then is this work a 

creation, yea, and more noble than the first; for 

from that one, we have our being; but from this 

last, we have, over and above, our well being. 

 

For good works, which God afore prepared that 

we should walk in them. 

 

Not merely that we should begin, but that we 

should walk in them, for we need a virtue which 

shall last throughout, and be extended on to our 

dying day. If we had to travel a road leading to a 

royal city, and then when we had passed over the 

greater part of it, were to flag and sit down near 

the very close, it were of no use to us. This is the 

hope of our calling; for for good works he says. 

Otherwise it would profit us nothing.  

(St John Chrysostom) 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, November 28 

Faith and Works 


