
Whether you’re searching for a new church home 
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 
you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to 
join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 
Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and 
drop it in the offering basket as your offering today. 
Please join us downstairs following the Divine 
Liturgy. We want to get to know you! God bless 
you! 
 

Today 

    After the Liturgy- Trisagion for the Departed 

    In memory of Joseph and Anita Hrimnock 

    From Claudia Hrimnock 

Saturday, October 28 

    5:00 pm – Great Vespers  

Sunday, October 29 

    9:15 am – Adult Education Class 

    10:00 am - Divine Liturgy 

    Church School after Communion 

 

 

 

 

  

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 
for Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves 
by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are 
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross 
and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the 
conclusion of the service. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 New “Virtual” 
Catechism class coming 
to St Nicholas parish 
beginning Tuesday, 
November 7! “What We 
Believe” presents the basic doctrines and practices 
of the Orthodox Christian Faith in an engaging 
online interactive format. This series will be divided 
into six live one-hour sessions led by Fr Thomas. 
Don’t let your busy schedule keep you from 
learning the about the Orthodox Christian Faith. If 
you’re interested, you’ll need a computer (or phone) 
with an internet connection (Wi-Fi preferred) and 
Skype installed and working. A video camera is 
recommended but not required. A mic is required. 
See Fr Thomas for details and on how to join! 
 
 “An Orthodox Perspective on the 
Reformation: A Symposium” will be held at our 
parish on Saturday, December 16 beginning with 
Divine Liturgy at 9:00 am. Five respected and 
knowledgeable speakers will present on topics 
relevant to Orthodox views of Protestant themes. 
We’ll be hosting people 
from all over Pittsburgh 
and we’ll need help 
organizing the breakfast, 
lunch, a bookstore, and 
the talk venue. Please 
see Fr Thomas for more 
information or Heidi 
Lewis if you can help. 
More information coming! 
 
 
 Check out our new 
logo! Our new website is 
coming soon! Stay tuned! 

 Ill and infirm: Known to be Hospitalized: 
Donya Yewisiak (Sewickley), Jack Saban (VA).  
Home: Erin Hamilton (post-partum). Sandi Tirpak, 
Leslie Wokutch, Georgiann Robes. Shut in, 
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: George Shaytar 
(Greentree Manor), Olga Bednar, Stephanie 
Kowal, John Shaytar, Olga Tryszyn, Mary Zapp. 
 
 Vigil Lights from Mat. Nancy K. Mell and 
Gregory Mell for the departed servant, Dn. 
Joseph Mell; for the health of family.  From John 
& Olga Kowalcheck for the health of Anatoly & 
Galina Vilkov. From John & Nancy Pravlochak 
for the health of our grandchildren, Rich Kulchock 
and Doris Wasilko on her birthday.  From 
Marsha Wasilko for the departed servants, 
(Uncles) John Wasilko (10/21/00) and Steve 
Panik (10/21/00).  From Charles A. Wasilko for 
the health of Jeanne during her operation.  From 
Nancy Shaytar for the health of (husband) 
George.  From George M. Shaytar for the health 
of (dad) George Shaytar.  Candles lit:  in 
memory of Mildred; for the departed servants, 
Anna, Aleksandra, Polia, Mikhail; for the health of 
Andrei, Irina, Maryna, and Artur. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 to the Robes Family for sponsoring the 
bulletin for the month of October in memory of 
Thomas V. Robes Sr, and for many years to 
Teresa Robes on the occasion of her birthday. 

‘God came upon earth in order to raise us up to 
heaven.’ 
 
It would seem, after this, that even when living 
upon earth we must live as if in the heavenly 
kingdom, dwelling there in anticipation by hope. 
But in reality, for the greater part, the contrary is 
the case. Men cling with their whole being to the 
earth and everything earthly. 
 
Wherefore is this? Because our common enemy, 
the Devil, endeavors with all his might to oppose 
the intentions of the God-man, Christ. He 
endeavors to do everything in opposition to what 
Christ did and does. 
 
Christ wishes to raise men up to heaven, and has 
given them all the means to attain this; whilst the 
Devil, who himself for his pride was cast down 
from heaven into the dominions of the air, wishes 
by every means to attach men to earthly,- 
sensual, transitory things, and, in order to attain 
this end, he employs the most powerful, most 
prodigious means. 
 
Christ taught us truth; the Devil teaches us 
falsehood, and strives in every way to contradict 
every truth; devising various calumnies against it. 
 
The Devil endeavors by every means to keep 
men in error, in the enticement of the passions, in 
darkness of mind and heart; in pride, avarice, 
covetousness, envy, hatred, wicked impatience 
and irritation; in evil despondence, in the 
abominations of fornication, adultery, theft, false-
witness, blasphemy, negligence, slothfulness, 
and sluggishness. 
  
+ St. John of Kronstadt, My Life in Christ  
  

St Nicholas Orthodox Church 

Welcome! 

 Welcome! 

This Week 

Announcements 

 Welcome! 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA       stnicholas-oca.org 

 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 22, 2017 

 

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Mat. Janet Mihalick, Choir Director 

Prayers On the Truth 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 



Troparion of the Resurrection   Tone 3 

Let the heavens rejoice! 

Let the earth be glad! 

For the Lord has shown strength with His arm! 

He has trampled down death by death! 

He has become the first born of the dead! 

He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 

and has granted to the world great mercy. 

 

Troparion of St Nicholas  Tone 4 

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 

an image of humility, and a teacher of abstinence. 

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to 

you! 

Because of your poverty riches were granted to 

you! 

O holy Bishop Nicholas, 

pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 

  

Kontakion of the Resurrection   Tone 3 

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O 

Merciful One, 

leading us from the gates of death. 

On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; 

with the prophets and patriarchs they unceasingly 

praise 

the divine majesty of Thy power! 

 

Kontakion of the Theotokos  Tone 6 

Steadfast protectress of Christians, 

constant advocate before the creator, 

do not despise the cry of us sinners, 

but in your goodness come speedily to help us who 

call on you in faith. 

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to intercede 

for us, O Theotokos 

For you always protect those who honor you. 

 

Prokeimenon  (Psalm 118)  Tone 3 

Sing praises to our God, sing praises! Sing praises 

to our King, sing praises! 

 
Epistle of the Sunday (Galatians 1:11-19) 

But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel 
which was preached by me is not according to 
man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I 
taught it, but it came through the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
For you have heard of my former conduct in 
Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God 
beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I 
advanced in Judaism beyond many of my 
contemporaries in my own nation, being more 
exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.  
 
But when it pleased God, who separated me from 
my mother’s womb and called me through His 
grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach 
Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately 
confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to 
Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; 
but I went to Arabia, and returned again to 
Damascus. Then after three years I went up to 
Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him 
fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles 
except James, the Lord’s brother. 
 
Gospel of the Sunday (Luke 16:19-31) 
The Lord said this parable: There was a certain rich 
man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 
fared sumptuously every day.  But there was a 
certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who 
was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. 
Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.  So 
it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also 
died and was buried.  And being in torments in 
Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar 
off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
  
Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for 
I am tormented in this flame.’  But Abraham said, 
‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received 
your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; 
but now he is comforted and you are tormented.  
And besides all this, between us and you there is a 

great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass 
from here to you cannot, nor can those from there 
pass to us.’   
 
Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that 
you would send him to my father’s house, for I 
have five brothers, that he may testify to them, 
lest they also come to this place of torment.’  
Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the 
prophets; let them hear them.’  And he said, ‘No, 
father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the 
dead, they will repent.’  But he said to him, ‘If they 
do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded though one rise from the 
dead.’ 
 
Communion Hymns (Ps 148:1) 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 
the highest! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 
 

The Seven Sleepers of Ephesus 
 

 

Today’s lesson: Theophany (The Baptism of Christ) 

 

Questions to ask/review:  

 Who was the last and greatest prophet of Israel? 

(John the Baptist) 

 Did John recognize Jesus when He arrived? In 

what ways is John the new Elijah? (Elijah’s mantle 

of prophecy was passed on to Elisha and from him 

in an uninterrupted chain of prophets) 

 How old was Jesus when He was baptized?  

(about 30) How had He lived up until this time? (as 

a carpenter, in Nazareth) 

 Did Jesus need to be baptized because He was a 

sinner? Then why was He baptized? (He was 

fulfilling His responsibility to represent all of 

creation in being cleansed.) 

 What does Theophany mean? (Theos meaning 

“God” and Phanos meaning “to show”) We meet 

here the Trinity for the first time in the New 

Testament. How was the Trinity present at 

Theophany? 

 Why do we bless the water at Theophany?  What 

do we use it for through the year? (house blessing, 

illness, etc.) 

 

Suggested activities at home:  

 Before bed, read the story together (Matthew 3:13-

17). 

 Look at pictures of your child’s baptism and if 

possible locate his Baptismal cross and gown. 

Identify and discuss the child’s relationship with 

their Godparents. 

 Place an icon of the feast in a prominent place in 

your home. 

 Prayer: “In the name of the Father, and the Son. 

and of the Holy Spirit. Jesus, thank you for my 

baptism.  I was baptized just like you.  Help me to 

follow Your path. Amen. 

 Sing the Troparion of the feast. Discuss how it will 

be also used at the house blessing: “When Thou, 

O Lord, was baptized in the Jordan, worship of the 

Trinity was made manifest; for the voice of the 

Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His 

beloved Son. And the Spirit in the form of a dove 

confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, 

Who hath appeared and enlightened the world, 

glory to Thee.” 

Hymns and Readings for Today This Week in Church School 
Oct 22, 2017 


